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Socially Responsive

FINANCIAL ADVISORS

Your obvious choice for
holistic financial advice...

DO FIREWORKS
TERRIFY YOUR PETS?

Come talk with us about safe, natural
products to help calm their fears.

Laurie McClain and Patricia Hathaway
ACCREDITED INVESTMENT FIDUCIARIES®

Professional Members and Investment Advisor Representatives,
First Affirmative Financial Network.

Securities offered through a registered representative of Walnut Street
Securities, Inc. (WSS) Member NASD and SIPC. First Affirmative Financial
Network, LLC (FAFN) specializes in socially responsible investments and is a
registered investment advisor with the SEC. FAFN and Socially Responsive
Financial Advisors are not control affiliates or subsidiaries of WSS.

THEl h 252 West 7th Ave.
thehealthypet.net

Healthy nereoitypene

Pet ™ on7thbetween

Caring for your pet, naturally  Lincoln & Charnelton

Open Daily 10am-6pmeFREE PARKING

132 E. Broadway, Suite 747, Eugene
(541) 686-1908 = 1-800-386-1908
www.ResponsiveFinancial.com

ANSWER THE CALL OF

RONOS

July 1 in Eugene

Explore new worlds of musical adventure
with the leading quartet of our time. Be
there for The Kronos Quartet and

their first Eugene appearance since 1992,
in a journey filled with Latin and modern

American sounds.

Friday, July 1, 8 pm
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oregonbachfestival.com

(541) 682-5000

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

Junction City man designs efficient,
inexpensive transportation.

onda Insight: $21,500. Toyota

H Prius: $21,000. Ford Escape Hybrid

SUV: $27,000. Knowing that your

cost-efficient, environmentally friendly mo-

torized bike will pass all those hybrid cars up
as they sit, stalled in local traffic: priceless.

Oregon’s average gas prices continue to
hover at record highs. And as individuals
continue to brook, spending their entire
week’s pay just to fuel up and drive to and
from work, the news just doesn’t get any bet-
ter. Not only will local residents pay an extra
two cents more at the pump with the city’s
gas tax currently being raised to a nickel per
gallon, but with Lane County proposing an
additional seven cent tax on top of that to help
pay for needed road repairs, can we really af-
ford to drive anymore?

Rick Mendes is a graying, austere 50-
year-old man with a knack for science and the
aplomb attitude to perfect it within every-
thing he touches. Mendes hopes that his latest
invention, a motorized bicycle, will help
lessen the burden on local drivers.

“My motivation has always been to build
alternative electric transportation that doesn’t
go necessarily fast, but will get you around
town for really cheap,” says Mendes. “The
pollution problem now is enough to gag you.
And as a nation, we’re just killing ourselves
with all the gas-powered machinery that’s
made available to us.”

Originally inspired five years ago by a
European made electric bike that he had wit-
nessed on the Internet, Mendes, an auto body
repairman, quickly began thinking science as
he sketched a bike that he knew would work
for local residents. Eventually, after years of
trial and error production within his quaint
two-car Junction City garage shop, Mendes
believes he’s finally produced a means of
transportation that will benefit both people
and the environment.

His black and gray Moto-Glide Kustom
Kruiser has an attached mono-shock suspen-
sion trailer that houses three 30-month batter-
ies (a combined 36 volts at 85 amp hours and
a top speed of 20 mph). Mendes guarantees
that the bike is safe for everyone to ride and
enjoy.

“It’s just as safe to ride this as it would be
to ride a regular bicycle,” says Mendes. “And

if you live within 20 miles of work or your
desired destination, then this bike is perfect
for you.”

Other components adorning the bike in-
clude: a speedometer/ odometer gauge; a
handmade front headlight; a small backup
light fitted with it’s own generator (in case the
main one fizzles out); and a motorcycle-like
throttle and brake system mounted on the
handlebars. Currently, Mendes is working on
a dome-like compartment to enclose the bat-
teries and provide storage for tubes,
wrenches and other bike maintenance neces-
sities. A back compartment will be big
enough for bags of groceries.

“Outside of the motor and controller,
which [ have to order through shops or off the
Internet, I try to keep everything local, buy-
ing as many of the parts as I can from local
bicycle shops,” says Mendes.

He estimates a total operation cost of
about 30 cents a day. “Depending on how
much you were going to ride the bike, the
most you’d pay to operate and maintain it
would be around $100 to $130 a year. And
that’s driving the bike at around 40 total miles
a day,” says Mendes. “If you are going to be
using the bike everyday, then the batteries
will be good for about a year, year and a half.”

Eventually, Mendes hopes that individu-
als will become interested in the bikes and
that he can mass-produce them out of a local
shop with local workers. Keeping everything
within the community is important to
Mendes.

“T just feel we need to see more environ-
mentally friendly vehicles such as these elec-
tric bikes or electric cars on our streets,” says
Mendes. “This isn’t just a quiet, non-pollut-
ing, efficient, cost-effective mean of trans-
portation. It’s a fun way to transport about the
town, especially when the weather’s great,
instead of sitting in a gas-burning car, waiting
in traffic as you try to get to work or home.”

Mendes says there are one or two bugs left
to work out before he considers the bike per-
fect. but he guarantees the bike will be per-
fected this summer.

Individuals interested in the bikes, or with
questions concerning the bikes, are asked to
contact Mendes at his e¢-mail address,
superrick@comcast.net ow
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