
T
ap dance: Maligned, misunderstood,

it might seem like a creaky art form.

When we think of tap, we might gag

on an image of wee Shirley Temple mincing

about with bobbing curls, or feel numbed by

the repetition of dance cadets high-kicking

with wanton abandon. But tap is cool, man,

like jazz: an American tradition. 

The roots of tap find their way to Africa, to

the West Indies, commingling with the

rhythms of French, English and Irish culture.

Tap embodies the sultry south and the urban

north. Tap is an original. And Musical Feet

Director Jeanette Frame gets this: The work

her school produces gleans its style from a

deeper chord. They’re emulating the greats. 

In their upcoming concert, Musical Feet tap

students offer a range of new pieces. “The Way

You Move” is a jazzy showcase that plays with

the beat, gliding underneath it and hovering

somewhere on top. Dancers with varying

degrees of fluidity and expression still pull off

a piece that demands clicking precision.

“Sonar” is a ticklish nod to jazz standards,

and the easy-breezy style that is so well suited

to conversational duets or inventive soloing.

The dancers slip through some clever combi-

nations, but the overuse of unison makes the

whole seem a little flat.

In “Hot Chocolate,” the company finds

success in that powerful form, the chorus line.

Playful and zesty, the piece wins with simple

lines and enthusiastic execution. 

My only question is, where are the boys?

Fred Astaire, Gene Kelly, Gregory Hines,

Savion Glover – lots of talent there. But c’mon,

fellas, dance is also a great way to meet girls. 

Musical Feet’s 27th annual Student

Concert, “Rhythm & Shoes,” is offered at

7:30 pm on Friday and Saturday, June 17-18

at the Hult Center. Tickets are $15 adults, $13

ages12 and under. ew
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BY RACHAEL CARNES

I’ve Got Rhythm
Musical Feet presents toe-tapper.

Host an Exchange Student Today!
Make a lifelong friend from abroad.

Enrich your family with another
culture. Now you can host a

high school exchange student
(girl or boy) from France,

Germany, Scandinavia, Spain,
England, japan, Brazil, Italy or

other countire. Becoming a host
to a young international visitor
is an experience of a lifetime!

Emma at 1-800-733-2773 (Toll Free)
Local Area Representative: Hershel Chalmers 541-686-2681

Founded in 1976. ASSE International Student Exchange program is a public benefit, non-profit organization.

Hanna from Norway, 16 yrs.
Likes skiing, swimming, dancing and

art. Hanna hopes to join a drama
club while in the USA.

Klaus from Germany, 17 yrs.
Loves camping and playing

soccer.Klaus’ dream has been to
spend a school year in the USA.

Reduce arthritis pain? It’s not such a big stretch.
Studies show that 30 minutes of moderate physical activity three or more days a week
can help you move more easily.  So walk. Swim. Dance. Ride a bike. If 30 minutes is
too much, try 10 minutes at a time. To make it fun, do it with a friend. Stick with it,
and in four to six weeks you could hurt less and have more energy.

Physical Activity. The Arthritis Pain Reliever.
Call 1-800-283-7800 to learn more.

A MESSAGE FROM THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION

THE ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

Learn to manage our arthritis pain through

physical activity at these local sites

Arthritis Fitness Programs

• Eugene YMCA

• OASIS @ Meier & Frank

• River Rd. Park

& Recreation

Arthritis Pool Programs

• Eugene YMCA

• River Rd. Pool

• Sheldon Pool

• Echo Hollow Pool

ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION’S
1ST ANNUAL WALK

June 26th, 2005 at East Side Park
Esplanade Loop in Portland.
Free Registration. Register at

www.arthritis.org (Click on Walk logo)

Or call 503-625-8874 (Direct/Fax)

877-232-2898 (Toll Free)

or email: lsinclair@arthritis.org

Creating a space of possibility
for humanity to evolve to 
a higher consciousness.

Volunteers needed in co-creating a 
global evolution revolution. For those 
who believe in the concepts of love, 

oneness, unity, and the power of creation. 
Open to all faiths, ages and beliefs.

Be the change you wish to see in the world.

3RD THURSDAY MEETING
EXPANDING LIFE CREATING CHANGE

May 19 • 7-9pm
Spiritual Growth Center

390 Vernal Street
(Coburg Rd. to Rustic to Vernal. By Baja Fresh)

FUN • GROWTH • REFRESHMENTS
FREE

www.humanitysteameugene.com

RICHARD BLACKSTONE
Sharing from Humanities Team

International Conference

www.habitatsinc.com

Designing
and Building
Homes and

Landscapes of
All Scales
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