
S
peaking with a hint of a British accent

picked up from more than a decade

living in London, Corvallis artist

Kathleen Bryson makes it pretty clear pretty

quickly that in the game of “Which one of

these is not like the other?,” she’s the pick. It’s

not really anything specific that she says. It’s

the way she likes to blur the lines most people

draw with indelible marker, the lines and divi-

sions that help stabilize our own unique defi-

nitions of reality.

Bryson paints richly textured, multilayered

images that whisper “Magic is real.” She ex-

plores other realms of existence that leave the

viewer with the somewhat unsettling, slightly

euphoric feeling that comes from believing, if

only for a second, that realities beyond what

we can see or feel do actually exist. 

Her paintings imply as much as they leave

out, the way the absence of noise can tell you

something’s wrong. Swirls of pale blues and

shadows of barely-there trees are set against a

whitened background with wispy air, falling

snow and a cyborg lying on the ground staring

up at the pallor of the sky. Werewolves, mer-

maids, gorgons  and more otherworldy crea-

tures populate her drawings, all alchemical

distillations of two fantastical beasts blended,

like her paints, into one.

With bottle-blonde hair swept into a braid

away from her high cheekbones, full lips

painted blood red, and slate gray eyes, it’s hard

to imagine this woman, who’s dressed like an

urban glamour girl in a smart black and white

shirt unbuttoned low enough to reveal lots of

cleavage, living in Corvallis. She grew up in

Alaska, spent some time as a student in

Sweden and spent the last decade in London. 

But now that she’s moved to Corvallis to

be with her long-term girlfriend, who recently

started working at OSU, she plans to be in

Oregon for a while. She’s trying to adjust to a

slower, less urban lifestyle, and seems to find

the quirkiness of small-town life delightful.

“Where slowness was something I longed for

in London, I think I’m somewhat in culture

shock,” she says. 

In addition to painting, she’s (hopefully)

about to finalize a deal for a book she de-

scribes as “anti-chicklit,” less “lesbian” than

her last book, Mush, and “kind of wicked,

funny and accessible to more people.”

Meanwhile Bryson continues to work on mul-

tiple paintings at once, using glitter, lipstick

and Wite-Out along with traditional paints.

Playing with a world of ambiguity, she delves

deeply into the gray area of muted sexuality,

portraying creatures that are both and none.

More recently she has been painting things

that are half there — ghosts, shadows, clouds. 

Bryson, who holds two passports, specu-

lates that her transition to the barely-there im-

ages is probably a shimmering reflection, her

own personal mirage, of how she’s feeling

these days and how the world around her feels.

“It’s a subtraction rather than an addition,” she

explains. “Because ghosts are half, not whole.

There’s been a lot of upheaval for me lately. I

have two passports (U.S. and British), so I feel

split in two a lot. And the world feels very ten-

uous.”

Bryson’s work is displayed in her eighth

solo exhibit, titled “Lucky Charms,” at

Interzone in Corvallis through June 30. ew

Ghostly Magic
Artist Kathleen Bryson blurs realities.
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It’s NOT what’s OUTSIDE, but what’s INSIDE

FAMILY PLANNING
LANE COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

❤ FREE or low cost
women’s health exams

❤ Birth control supplies

❤ Emergency contraception

❤ Pregnancy counseling
and testing

Located on 135 East 6th Ave., Eugene
(across Oak St., kitty-corner from the Hilton)

To schedule an
appointment call:

682-4361
Confidential
Services

Se habla Español
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2 6  L u n c h S p e c i a l s  •  Lunch & Dinner ,  Dine  In  or  Take  Out

H u g e  V e g e t a r i a n  S e l e c t i o n s  •  Fami ly  Owned  & Operated .

580 Adams St., Eugene (across from Red Apple)• 344-1706
MON-FRI Lunch: 11am-3pm, Dinner: 4:30-9pm • SAT 12-9pm

For Delivery Call Pony Express 485-2090

5BEST NEW RESTAURANT

5BEST SOUTHEAST ASIAN

5BEST TAKE OUT

T h e  B e s t  T h a i  C u i s i n e

2165 W. 11TH AVENUE ❤ EUGENE ❤ 683-6021
Monday - Friday 12-2 Saturday & Sunday 2-2

JUNE 10 & 11

ANGELICA WILD
2005 BEST BREASTS

SATURDAY, JUNE 18

SUMMER KICKOFF PARTY
SATURDAY, JUNE 25

NAME CHANGE PARTY
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