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Preschool in Trouble

Little French School needs a new home.

here is a valiant effort going on in south Eugene right now

to save a small but significant school that has been an

important part of the community’s early childhood edu-
cational offerings for many years.

The Little French School, a non-profit organization, was
founded 20 years ago as the Eugene International Preschool and
Kindergarten by Katherine Parrish, a French woman who has since
left the community. At the school's inception, it was housed within the
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O'Hara School building and both French and Spanish were offered. The Spanish program , H H . _
was later dropped and the school was relocated to the Pearl Buck Center at the end of ‘lUsT IN' New QUleﬂlvel’ for BOY‘ (leef lT ?X)
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proximity to the French immersion elementary program offered at Charlemagne Fox
Hollow.

Just a few weeks ago the school was given two-months notice to find a new location, as
the Pearl Buck Center now needs the space to expand its own programs. This gives us a
very short timeline in which to find a new home for our school. We currently have eight
dedicated full- and part-time employees whose livelihoods depend on the continuation of
the school. We already have 50 families enrolled for next school year who are depending
on us to provide the French immersion education they have chosen to pursue for their
children.

The curriculum offered at the Little French School is unique in that it includes a pro-
gram of language immersion in a nurturing atmosphere for children at an age when the
acquisition of a foreign language is most natural and most easily absorbed. Along with the
language component is the accompanying exposure to the diverse cultures of the world in
general and the French-speaking world in particular. Our immersion program seeks to
sharpen a child's overall intellectual abilities by using a second language as a medium of
instruction and to help the children develop their cultural awareness.

Unlike most other countries in the world, preschools in the U.S. receive no governmen-
tal subsidies or support and rely solely on tuition to keep the schools running. An occa-
sional fundraiser helps us to meet operating costs. Despite the tight budget constraints,
we have been able to extend scholarships to families in the community who might other- s
wise be unable to meet the cost of tuition. We work closely with EC Cares to ensure that \ : g ]\ °
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any of our students with disabilities are accommodated. 131 E. 5th Ave (between Oak & Pearl) 687-2805 BUFFALOEXCHANGE.COM
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With the July 1deadline quickly approaching, we now find ourselves in a state of crisis
and are actively looking for both temporary and permanent solutions to this dilemma. The
ideal short-term solution could be a rental that would fill our minimum requirements of

three classrooms, three restrooms, office space and access to a playground, kitchen and d of t h e Cl
gymnasium, as well as available parking. ﬁe a al ss

We are appealing to the general public and parents of past and present students whose

L]
children may have benefited from our program. Any and all help would be appreciated, EBS and Ret ix em en
whether it is in the form of donations, investments, professional services or suggestions. P t
We need our community's support now more than ever. Direct donations may be made

to our account, The Little French School, Inc., at Oregon Cpmmunity Cr.editUn!'on(account “We are ready to give you clear, concise and helpful answers
numbgr 465112). Please contact the school at 345-3818 with any questions or ideas that for your PERS and Retirement questions and help you get on

you might have. the right track with your financial future. We combine high levels
of expertise with a positive attitude and just the right amount of
fun to create a perfect financial relationship. Call today and make
an appointment—there’s no charge or obligation to talk to us.”

Sharon Sless is a kindergarten teacher at the Little French School.

The SELCO Financial Solutions Smart Team

members are registered representatives of CUSO Financial Services, L.P.
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