Yilya Yagira was
named best actor at
Cannes 2004 for his
portrayal of Akira.

Childhood's Fragility

Resourceful boy keeps family together.

NOBODY KNOWS (Dare mo shiranai) (Japan,
2004): Written, directed, edited and produced by
Hirokazu Kore-eda. Executive producer Yutaka
Shigenobu. Cinematography VYutaka Yamasaki.
Production design, Toshihiro Isomi, Keiko Mitsumatsu.
Original music composed and performed by Titi
Matsumura, Gonzalez Mikami. Sound, Yutaka
Tsurumaki. Starring Ylya Yagira, Ayu Kitaura, Hiei
Kimura, Momoko Shimizi, Hanae Kan and You. IFC
Films, 2005. PG-13. 141 minutes. 2004 Cannes Film
Festival Best Actor for Y{ya Yagira.

n 1988 Japanese newspapers ran a big

story about four children abandoned by

their mother in Tokyo. The oldest boy
took care of his younger siblings, and they
lived alone in their small apartment for six
months before anyone noticed. The children
each had different, absent fathers, who did
not help them. The children had never at-
tended school, and three had no birth
records.

One of Japan’s most original filmmakers,
Hirokazu Kore-eda (Affer Life, 1998), fol-
lowed the story in the press and was moved
to write a screenplay. He said he thought
about the children for 15 years, then shot the
film chronologically over the period of a
year. He hired amateur actors for the chil-
dren’s roles. Employing documentary tech-
niques, Kore-eda got lovely performances
from all the children. But a star-turn by 12-
year-old Yilya Yagira as Akira, the eldest
son, is the glue that holds the whole enter-
prise in exquisite balance.

Kore-eda wrote that he wanted to show
the “richness” of the children’s life “as seen
from inside,” which he accomplishes. The
film is testament to the remarkable resilience
of children to adapt to new circumstances
and to their touching pleasure in small
things.

In the film, the mother is little more than
a child herself. Upbeat and kind of silly, her
darker side is that she parties and spends
time with boyfriends who don’t know she
has kids. She gives the children “lessons,”
teaches them numbers and how to read. She
tells them to stay inside the apartment, be
quiet and mind Akira. And one night she
leaves them with a little money, an empty

promise to return, and a note to Akira, put-
ting him in charge of everything.

The other siblings include 10-year-old
Kyoko (Ayu Kitaura), who secretly longs to
live like other girls and go to school. Seven-
year-old Shigeru (Hiei Kimura) is a boister-
ous boy who needs to be outside, running
and playing. Five-year-old Yuki (Momoko
Shimizu) is a sunny girl who makes art and
plays all day. Akira’s same-age school
friend, Saki (Hanae Kan), also has family
problems. She eventually quits school and
visits the apartment.

Although their mood grows more somber
over time, the children find much to enjoy
with each other. But when the money runs
out, Akira is desperate. He knows that con-
tacting the authorities is not the solution,
because the family would be split up, and
none of them want that. The suspense over
what will happen next is as intense as in an
action adventure film. My anxiety level was
high. The film slows down as the hungry
children become listless. There is such dig-
nity in how they try to keep alive their
expectations that their mother will return.

One of the film’s joyful moments comes
when the youngest girl, Saki, who has never
been outside the apartment, persuades Akira
to take her to look for their mother. She
wears little squeaky sandals that will break
your heart. Another poignant moment
involves Akira getting drafted to play base-
ball for a school team. He dresses in a uni-
form and looks like all the others.

And while Kore-eda’s cinematically
beautiful film is almost unbearably sad, the
worst feeling is knowing that children are
left homeless and abandoned every day in
this country and indeed in all the world’s
cities. Childhood poverty and hunger in our
own community are no less urgent than
Tokyo’s. Do your part to help solve such
societal neglect.

Nobody Knows, tender and unforgettable,
gets my highest recommendations. It opens
at the Bijou Friday May 27. See it early or it
may be gone. ew

IFC FILMS, 2005

For the week starting Friday, May 27th!

www.bijou-cinemas.com
Advertise on the Big Screen! Call 686-3229!

SEE, HEAR, FEEL THE THUNDER([™
o the NDY 500 at the BIJOU'
BIG S ! BIG SCR
Sun, Mat 29 9am 1 30pm $5 adm|SS|on/donat|on
0 The Regional Sports Center!

"Profoundly sad, but it's made with such  artistry that its aimost uplifting; lf |
you watch it mesmerized, immersed in the stranEe community the
chidren create.” —Moira MacDonald, SEATTLE TIM E WEEK ONLY!
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AVALON CINEMA

2nd £ Jackson = Corvallis

Please cail or log on for show times.
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DARKSIDE CINEMA
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.......... IN THE ROOM

$7.90 General « $6.90 Student » $5.90 SC, Matinee { Wed.

7S 2 -4161 avaloncinema.con
- avaoloncinema.com
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The Best Se€eat In Town

CINEMARK - SPRINGFIELD

Gateway Mall - Beltine @ Gateway 746-5202 - 5/27-6/2

Digital Sound in ALL Auditoriums

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT CINEMARK.COM
PRICES: ADULTS WEEKDAYS $7.25, FRI & SAT $7.75 « CHILDREN &
SENIORS $5.00, STUDENTS $5.75
BARGAIN MATINEES ADULTS $5.25, CHILD $5.00
EARLY BIRD SHOWING $4.25 (FIRST MATINEE OF EACH MOVIE)

Pretty Silver Jewelry
Aromatherapy
Vases ¢ Candles
Yoga Mats e Books
Cards e Journals

Ruby Chasm

152 W 5th ¢ Eugene

344-4074
M-Sa 10-6 ® Sun 12-5

**NO ONE UNDER 6 YEARS OF
AGE ADMITTED TOANY ‘R"RATED
FEATURE AFTER 6:00 PM"*

MADAGASCAR PG
9:20, 9:55, 10:25, 10:55, 11:45,

4:00, 4:35, 5:10, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30,
8:55, 9:25,10:00

LONGEST YARD PG13
9:50, 10:50, 12:40, 1:45, 3:30, 4:30
7:00, 7:40, 8:00, 9:45, 10:25, 10:45
STAR WARS Ill PG13
9:00AM, 9:25, 10:00, 11:00, 11:30,
11:55, 12:25, 12:45, 1:25, 2:
2:55,3:20, 3:50, 4
6:25,6:45, 7:15, 7 30,
9:55, 10:10, 10:40, 10:55
MONSTER IN LAW PG13
10:30AM, 1:10, 3:40, 6:55, 9:40

KICKING AND SCREAM-
ING PG
11:05, 1:35, 4:10, 7:05, 9:35

UNLEASHED R
10:15, 3:55, 9:55

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN R
9:05AM, 12:35, 3:45, 7:15, 10:35

12:20, 1:05, 1:30, 2:10, 2:45, 335, | CRAS

HR
9:35AM, 12:10, 2:50, 5:20, 7:55,
10:30

HITCHHIKER’S GUIDE
Ig) 'I7'I;I0E GALAXY PG

SNEAK PREVIEW SUNDAY 7:30
CINDERELLA MAN

*NO PASSES/NO SUPERSAVERS

MOVIES 12 - SPRINGFIELR

Gateway Mall - Beltine @ Gateway 741-1231
SHOWTIMES FOR 5/27-6/2

No children under age 6 will be admitted to any
R-rated feature after 6:00 PM

2PR-THE PACIFIER PG
[11:20,12:00], 2:00, 2:45, 4:30,
5:10, 7:00, 7:35, 9:30, 9:55

ROBOTS PG
[11:15, 11:50] 1:55, 2:35, 4:25,
5:00, 6:50,7:30, 9:25, 9:35

ICE PRINCESS PG
[11:30] 2:15, 4:35, 7:10, 9:40

HITCH PG13
[11:20] 2:05, 4:50, 7:40, 10:30

ARE WE THERE YET?
PG

[11:40] 2:00, 4:20, 6:55, 9:35
THE AMITYVILLE HOR-
RO

[12:05] 2:30, 4:40, 7:25, 10:05
THE INTERPRETER
PG13

[11:55), 2:55, 7:05, 10:10

MISS CONGENIALITY 2
PG13

11:25, 2:05, 4:55, 7:45, 10:25

FEVER PITCH PG13
[11:30], 2:10, 4:45, 7:20, 10:00

HOSTAGE R
[11:45] 2:25, 5:05, 7:50, 10:30

[1FRITHROUGH MON ONLY

STEREO SURROUND SOUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS
4-DAY ADVANCE TICKET SALES - NO PASSES -NO SUPERSAVERS

SHOWTIMES AVAILABLE AT CINEMARK.COM

REGAL CINEMAS

A REGAL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP COMPANY

DIG = DIGITAL SOUND BARGAIN SHOWSIN ()
* Pass / Discount Ticket Restrictions Apply

Maonday-Biscount Shows All Day exciuting « Hims
= ADVANCE TICKETS AT FANDANGO.COM & 800-FANDANGO

CINEMA WORLD 8 - EUGENE

Valley River Center

MADAGASCAR (PG) x v/

KICKING & SCREAMING (PG)
MONSTER IN LAW (PG-13)
CRASH (R) - ID REQ'D

ALBANY 7

Next to Fred Meyer

MADAGASCAR (PG) DIG * v/

MONSTER IN LAW (PG-13) DiG

Behind Skippers 9th St

MONSTER IN LAW (PG-13) DiG

Times For 5/27 - 529

Adv. Tix on Sale CINDERELLA MAN (PG-13) %
Adv. Tix on SaleBATMAN BEGINS (PG-13) %
Adv. Tix on SaleMR. AND MRS. SMITH (PG-13) %

THE LONGEST YARD (PG-13) x v/
STAR WARS: EPISODE Il (PG-13) % +/ (1000 1030 100 130 400

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN (R) - ID REQ'D 940
HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG) (1145 215 435) 720

Adv. Tix on Sale CINDERELLA MAN (PG-13) %
Adv. Tix on SaleBATMAN BEGINS (PG-13) %
Adv. Tix on SaleMR. AND MRS. SMITH (PG-13) %

Sat. & Sun. (915 1145215 445) 715 935

THE LONGEST YARD (PG-13) DIG % v/
Sat. & Sun. (1100 155 450) 745 1040

STAR WARS: EPISODE Ill (PG-13) DIG % «/  Fri. (1220 1250 340

Sat. & Sun. (900 930 1220 1250 340 410) 700 730 1020 1050
KICKING & SCREAMING (PG) DiG
Sat. & Sun. (920 1140205 440) 720 955

Sat. & Sun. (905 1125200 435) 710 945
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN (R) - ID REQ'D DiG
HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG) DIG

9TH ST. CINEMAS 4
Adv. Tix on SaleMR. AND MRS. SMITH (PG-13) %

KICKING & SCREAMING (PG) DiG
Sat. & Sun. (1220 250 510) 750 1010

Sat. & Sun. (1200 1210 220 230 450 500) 720 740 950 1000
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN (R) - ID REQ'D DIG

©2005

541-342-6536

(1015 1230 245 500) 715 930
(1150 225 500) 740 1015

430) 700 730 1000 1030
(1200 220 455) 710 935

(1150 220 445) 705 925
(1155 235 510) 735 1005

541-928-7469
B00-FANDANGO 3094

Fri. (215 445) 715 935

Fri. (155 450) 745 1040

410) 700 730 1020 1050
Fri. (205 440) 720 955

)
Fri. (200 435) 710 945

)

(330) 925
(1250) 650

541.928-7469
800-FANDANGO 312¢

Fri. (250510) 750 1010

Fri. (220 230 450 500) 720 740
950 1000

Fri. (430) 830
Sat. & Sun. (1230 430) 830
www.REGmovies.com

Www.eugeneweekLy.com
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