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Stuck on Oil

Michael Ruppert on the messy decline of the oil age

ichael Ruppert is a leading pro-
ponent of the theory that the
Bush administration was com-

plicit in the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade
Center, part of a scheme to control the
world s dwindling oil supply. He publishes a
newsletter called “From the Wilderness”

from his base in L.A., and he explores the

connections between oil and the military in
his 2004 bestseller, Crossing the Rubicon:
The decline of the American Empire at the
end of the Age of Oil. Ruppert will speak at
McDonald Theater at 7 pm May 31 about
the politics of peak oil. For more informa-
tion, visit www.fromthewilderness.com

What is peak oil?

All oil production follows a bell curve.
Peak oil is the moment in time when you are
at the apex of the bell curve. No matter how
much money, technology or effort you throw
at it, you will never be able to increase oil
production after that point. It will be in a
steady, permanent decline.

How does peak oil relate to our mili-
tary?

The United States has been aware of
peak oil for quite a long time, and peak oil is
on us now. The attacks of 9/11, which I have
shown were facilitated by the U.S. govern-
ment, and all subsequent U.S. military
deployments have been engineered with one
specific goal: to control the last remaining
oil reserves on the planet.

Tell me what you think happened on
/1.

It’s very clear that the U.S. government,
under the control of Vice President Richard
Cheney, had scheduled five conflicting war
games for the morning of Sept. 11, which
moved a substantial number of the U.S.
fighter response forces out of the region so
that they could not respond. The so-called
hijackers were, in effect, agents working for
the U.S. government. Al Qaeda had been co-
opted to perpetrate the attack, which then
gave the U.S. government the pretext for all
the military adventurism and occupation that
has taken place since.

Why does this administration cling
so desperately to oil when alterna-
tive energy sources are available?

There is no replacement for what hydro-
carbon energy does for human life on this
planet. Until you change the way money
works, you cannot change the way energy is
used. We live in an economic paradigm that
requires infinite economic growth, and all
economic growth requires energy. The U.S.
has committed to a bitter, bloody war to the
end to control oil. All over the planet, the
world is in full revolt because where the
U.S. takes oil, other economies suffer.

Did you always have this worldview?

No, I most certainly did not. I’'m an only
child who was born into a conservative
Republican family. My grandfather and my
father were both veterans of the U.S. Army,
and my mother was a senior cryptanalyst for

the Army Security Agency during World
War II. T was a Republican through college
at UCLA for four years, a true believer. But
when I was a police officer on the streets of
South Central, around 1977, the CIA tried to
recruit me. I discovered that the CIA was
dealing drugs, laundering $600 billion a year
in drug profits through the U.S. financial
markets. I said, “I won’t get involved in
dealing drugs. I became a cop to stop drugs.”
Which resulted, ultimately, in the end of my
career. People were trying to kill me.

If you could change one thing about
the world today, what would it be?

I would change the way money works.
We are seeing in the human paradigm a col-
lision between the requirement for infinite
growth and finite energy. The economy par-
adigm places incentives on destruction and
death. That’s how profits are made. Until
you change the way money works, you can’t
change anything else.

Do we have to change capitalism
before we can shift to a more sus-
tainable society?

It is now a ftile effort to try to change
the government or the economy.
Governments and economies move too
slowly. My philosophy is to educate people
on ways that they can save themselves, their
communities and their neighbors. All we can
do now is empower people, and that’s what
I see happening in the Pacific Northwest. All
throughout the region, people are waking up.
They’re working local currencies, permacul-
ture, everything else that needs to happen to
help people survive. I happen to love the
state of Oregon deeply, and I'm trying like
heck to move there. I will be a resident of
Oregon someday.

So it's not necessarily the end of
humanity, just life as we know it?
One of the best quotes I’'ve ever heard
was from one of the premier spokesmen for
peak oil, Colin Campbell, an eminently
credible retired petroleum geologist who
was the head of the Association for the
Study of Peak Oil. He said, “The species
Homo Sapiens may not become extinct, but
the sub-species of Petroleum Man most cer-
tainly will.” ew

A longer version of this interview is available at
www.eugeneweekly.com
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