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' oe Russo describes himself as a
chain smoking sexual deviant
whose favorite food is Kool-Aid in
powder form straight out of the can. He has
more teasing words for his partner in crime,
Marco Benevento, who’s in the background
listening as Russo describes him as “kind of
fat and lazy,” with a weird
sugar fetish that drives him
to constantly eat chocolate
Hostess cupcakes.

How much truth lies in
these statements is hard to
gauge. Truth, like beauty, lies
in the eye of the beholder. Sticking to facts,
it’s safe to say that the two of them make up
the Benevento Russo Duo. Adding in opinion
based on experience and evidence, it’s also
safe to say they’ve clamped their jaws around
the neck of jazz and shaken it the way a terrier
kills a rat.

Russo describes what they do as “instru-
mental jazz rock.” They were recently written
up in Rolling Stone, but you’ll find stories
about them on Jambase and even in Relix. Of
the jammy genre, the most apt comparison
would be Medeski, Martin and Wood.

Using an arsenal of pedals, drums and
organ, they layer melody on rhythm on

CLIPHANY ARV T ITS PRALSENT S

The Benevento Russo Duo
w/ Reeble Jar
8pm, WOW Hall

melody on rhythm. Their songs ebb and flow
with structure and a framework that loops
back on itself — recurrence to reconnect the
listener and create themes within the songs.

The strong current of jazz runs through
their tunes, holding together the melodies and
regrounding the music when it trips out into
weird experimental space.
The dark, spooky influence
of Thelonius Monk is strong,
but so are the echoes of elec-
tronic With the
Benevento Russo Duo, the
sum of the parts does not
equal the whole. To say they combine jazz,
with rock, a little blues, some jam band influ-
ences and electronic doesn’t add up to what
they’re doing.

Some songs, “The Three Questions” for ex-
ample, smolder with anxiety and tension like a
couple’s bedroom after a bad fight. “We defi-
nitely have a bit of aggro energy attached to our
music,” said Russo, who now calls Park Slope
in Brooklyn home. “It’s from all the damn traf-
fic.” Contrast that with “9x9,” a serene, gentle
song, swirling and colorful like lying on your
back watching the northern lights.

Whatever you call it, the Benevento Russo
Duo is beautiful, uncharted territory. (]

Wednesday, May 25
$8adv/$10dos
www.organanddrums.com
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5~ A Summer Solstice & World Peace Day Celebration
June 17, 18 & 19 ~ Frogtown, Angels Camp, CA

Three Days of the Best Boels Regyae & World Musie
TOOTS & THE MAYTALS « STEEL PULSE - LUCIANO - MORGAN HERITAGE
FIFTH ELEMENT CREW w/ RICHIE SPICE, CHUCK FENDA & ANTHONY CRUZ
THE ABYSSINIANS « SUGAR MINOTT « THE MAYTONES * TURBULENCE - MACKA B
QUEEN OMEGA « NATTY KING + STONE LOVE - LUTAN FYAH « YOUTH PROMOTION SOUNDS

THOMAS MAPFUMO + YERBA BUENA » APHRODESIA » UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE + DENNIS ALCAPONE
ST.CROIX ROOTS ERUPTION FEATURING: BAMBU STATION, ARMY, BATCH & RAS ATTITUDE
OMAR SILK - GROUNDATION « WADI GAD + SOLDIERS OF JAH ARMY « MORE ARTISTS TBA
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 3-Day Festival $100 Advance. Tix at Ticketmaster ~ www.ticketmastor.com
Mall Order & Independent outlets. Kids 12 & Under FREE w/ adult admission. Single-day tickets avallable.
To Mall Order no service chargo): send check/m.o. & 37¢ stamp to: SRWMF - P.0.Box 208 - Ryde, CA -95680
Tickets Available at: House Of Records - 258 E 13th Avenue, Eugene (541) 342-7975. Rain or Shinel!
Gamping for 3-tay ticket holders only. Camping Is pald separately at Gate. No Dogs!!!

For More Info:

WWW.SNWHECOM
Hotline: (9761 777-5550
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ALL AGES 7 PM DOORS
RESERVED SEATING
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i ALL AGES 8 PM DOORS
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Detalled Event and Venue Inffoat www.mcdonaldtheatre.com
General Admission WILL CALL Tickets Now ONLINE from mcdonaldtheatre.com
All Concert Tickets Avallable at ﬂd(etsWest outlets (800) 992-TIXX Service charges may apply
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