
LOOK AT ME (France, 2004): Directed by
Agnès Jaoui. Written by Jaoui and Jean-Pierre
Bacri. Produced by Jean-Philippe Andraca,
Christian Berard. Cinematography, Stéphane
Fontaine. Costume design, Jackie Budin. Production
design, Olivier Jacquet. Original music, Philippe
Rombi. Starring Marilou Berry, Agnès Jaoui and
Jean-Pierre Bacri, with Laurent Grevill, Virginie
Desarnauts and Keine Bouhiza. Also, Grégoire
Oestermann, Serge Riaboukine, Michèle Moretti.
Sony Pictures Classics, 2005. PG-13. 110 minutes.
Winner best screenplay, 2004 Cannes Film
Festival.

T
he actors in Look at Me speak nat-

urally to one another, and they

behave in characteristically

human ways, which is no small matter in

an era when bloated sci-fi action movies

and horror flicks pass for hip. Agnès

Jaoui’s character-driven film is about

Parisian acquaintances whose social lives

circle around a self-absorbed writer and

publisher, Etienne (Jean-Pierre Bacri).

Jaoui takes us under her spell and shows

us she knows how to spin a wicked tale

about her own class of Parisian artists. 

Early in the film, Etienne’s daughter,

Lolita (Marilou Berry), a singer with a

lovely voice, rides across Paris in a taxi,

talking on her cell with her father a few

blocks away. He stands outside the the-

ater where he and his wife Karine

(Virgine Desarnauts) have just seen a new

movie adapted from one if his novels.

When they crowd into the taxi, Etienne

imperiously treats the taxi driver — who

is not a warm, lovable guy himself — like

dirt. Now we know it’s not in Lolita’s

imagination: Her famous father is an ego-

bound jerk.

Lolita believes she’s unhappy because

Etienne doesn’t pay attention to her, but

actually she’s a lot like her father: moody,

intense, dictatorial, self-hating. She also

thinks guys only pretend to be interested in

her to get close to him. Lolita won’t

embrace Karine either, despite her genuine

friendly overtures. Karine is the same age,

blonde, slim and beautiful, which dark-

haired, zaftig Lolita resents.

Lolita is happy only when she sings

with a youthful vocal ensemble, which is

preparing for its first concert. She works

hard to impress her singing teacher, Sylvia

(Agnès Jaoui), who is married to a

depressed writer, Pierre (Laurent Grevill).

On the same evening as the taxicab scene,

Sylvia recognizes Etienne making his way

through a crowd to a party at a club for the

people connected with the movie. But

Pierre, standing next to her in line with his

agent, Edith (Michèle Moretti), bitterly

shames Sylvia for celebrity sighting. 

On the same night outside the club,

Lolita becomes separated from Etienne

and Karine, and she can’t get into the

party. Standing out by the curb, Lolita tries

to rouse her father on his cell, when sud-

denly a young man she doesn’t know falls

down right next to her, dead drunk. She

takes off her coat to cover him, and when

Karine comes to get her, Lolita leaves it

over Sebastien (Keine Bouhiza). 

In these opening scenes we share inter-

esting moments with the primary charac-

ters who will figure in the film’s story. The

ubiquity of cell phones is not haphazard,

either. Amid a plethora of communication

devices few of these men and women have

a clue how to talk to each other about

important things. Arguments, leave-tak-

ings and emotional scenes ensue. So much

is going on, but none of it is being talked

about. Look at Me could as easily have

been called Talk to Me. 

The task for the characters is to become

more themselves, and as they do, it is sur-

prising to see who among them become

catalysts for change. We are glad Lolita

finds her way to independence and self-

acceptance, but there are no real villains in

the story, not even her asshole father —

although he does have more loathsome

characteristics than the others. All are

human, which means imperfect.

I love this little movie, not least

because it is endowed with the rich voices

of “Canto Allegre,” an amateur vocal

ensemble from Paris that performs as a

group or in duos, trios, quartets and quin-

tets. The traditional classical music they

sing gives the film an operatic base, as if

these real people were also characters in a

musical. Opens Friday at the Bijou with

my highest recommendations. ew

Resist Power
Relationships
Follow your heart.
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Jean-Pierre Racri as Etienne

and Marilou Berry as Lolita.

492 E. 13th   686-2458
For the week starting Friday, May 13th!

BIJOU LATENITE Fr-Sat $4 Su $3

11:20 pm Fri, Sat & Sun nights 

PG-13

9:15 Nightly  SAT MAT 3:20
11:00 pm Fri, Sat & Sun nights 

ong bak: thai warrior

www.bijou-cinemas.com
Advertise on the Big Screen!  Call 686-3229!

5:05 & 7:10 nightly  Sun Mat 3:00

PGmillions

STOP MAKING SENSE

9:10 nightly  Sat Mat 2:40

"A shrewd and sassy film about the 
dynamics of celebrity and self-image."

—Kenneth Turan, LA TIMES

"A MASTERFUL SOCIAL SATIRE. y
AN ABSOLUTE GEM!"

—Jami Bernard, NY Daily News

Look at me
In French with English subtitles.A film by Agnes Jaoui

4:50 & 7:00 nightly  Sun Mat 2:40
PG-13

Joan Allen   Sam Elliott   J.K. Simmons

This is a character study more than a forward-moving drama, plopped 
down with exquisite photographic care in a beautiful New Mexico desert, 
and starring good actors who make a feast of their flavorful roles."
—Lisa Schwarzbaum, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

OFF THE MAP
Directed by Campbell Scott

CINEMARK - SPRINGFIELD
Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 746-5202 - 5/13-5/19

Digital Sound in ALL Auditoriums
PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT CINEMARK.COM
PRICES:  ADULTS WEEKDAYS $7.25, FRI & SAT $7.75 • CHILDREN &

SENIORS $5.00, STUDENTS $5.75
BARGAIN MATINEES ADULTS $5.25, CHILD $5.00

EARLY BIRD SHOWING $4.25 (FIRST MATINEE OF EACH MOVIE)

STEREO SURROUND SOUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS
4-DAY ADVANCE TICKET SALES - NO PASSES -NO SUPERSAVERS

SHOWTIMES AVAILABLE AT CINEMARK.COM

SHOWTIMES FOR 5/13-5/19
No children under age 6 will be admitted to any

R-rated feature after 6:00 PM

Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 741-1231
MOVIES 12 - SPRINGFIELD

THE JACKET R
[11:30] 2:35, 5:10, 7:50, 10:15

NATIONAL TREASURE
PG
[12:00] 3:05, 7:25, 10:20

THE AMITYVILLE HOR-
ROR R
[12:05] 2:30, 4:45, 7:35, 9:50

THE AVIATOR PG13
[11:15] 2:50, 6:30, 9:55

MILLION DOLLAR BABY
PG13
[11:45] 2:45, 6:55, 10:05

LEMONY SNICKET’S PG
[11:20] 1:55, 4:25

MEET THE FOCKERS
PG13
7:15, 10:10

RACING STRIPES PG
[11:25] 2:10, 4:40, 7:05, 9:35

MAN OF THE HOUSE
PG13
[11:55] 2:25, 5:05, 7:30, 10:00

ARE WE THERE YET?
PG
[11:40] 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30

BEAUTY SHOP PG13
[11:50] 2:20, 4:50, 7:20, 9:45

CONSTANTINE R
[11:15] 2:05, 4:55, 7:40, 10:30

RING 2 PG13
[11:35] 2:15, 5:00, 7:45, 10:25

[ ] FRI THROUGH SUN ONLY

*NO PASSES/NO SUPERSAVERS

** NO ONE UNDER 6 YEARS OF
AGE ADMITTED TO ANY“R” RATED
FEATURE AFTER 6:00 PM” **

MONSTER IN LAW PG13
1:10, 1:45, 3:50, 4:25, 7:00, 7:40,
9:40, 10:20

KICKING AND SCREAM-
ING PG
1:35, 2:05, 4:10, 4:35, 7:05, 7:35,
9:35, 10:05

UNLEASHED R
1:20, 4:15, 7:20, 10:00

MINDHUNTERS R
1:50, 4:20, 7:25, 10:10

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN R
12:00, 12:25, 3:20, 3:45, 6:30, 7:15,
9:50, 10:35

HOUSE OF WAX R
12:50, 3:40, 7:00, 7:30, 9:50, 10:25

CRASH R
12:10, 2:50, 5:20, 7:55, 10:30

HITCHHIKER’S GUIDE
TO THE GALAXY PG
1:00, 3:55, 4:30, 7:10, 9:55, 10:30

FEVER PITCH PG13
1:30, 4:50, 7:50, 10:35

THE INTERPRETER
PG13
12:20, 3:35, 7:10, 10:15

SIN CITY R
1:25, 7:45

SAHARA PG13
12:30, 3:30, 6:55, 10:00

ROBOTS PG
1:40, 4:05 

XXX: STATE OF THE
UNION PG13
12:05, 2:45, 5:25, 8:05, 10:45

SICK & TWISTED ANIMATION

STEAMBOY

PG-13

Sam Elliot in

OFF THE MAP

PG-13

R
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www.offthemapthemovie.com

BIJOU ART CINEMAS
492 East 13th Ave. (541) 686-2458

“THERE’S MAGIC IN IT.”
-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE MAGAZINE

“★★★★!”
-Ty Burr, THE BOSTON GLOBE

-Michael Wilmington, CHICAGO TRIBUNE

-Leonard Maltin, 2005 MOVIE GUIDE

“WONDERFUL.”
-Desson Thomson, 

THE WASHINGTON POST

“EXQUISITE.”
-Harlan Jacobson, USA TODAY

“A SCENIC, BEAUTIFULLY
ACTED TRIP.”
-PEOPLE MAGAZINE

“FROM BEGINNING TO END,
THE MOVIE ACHIEVES A NEARLY COMPLETE

ORIGINALITY OF EXPRESSION.”
-Scott Foundas, LA WEEKLY

STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 13TH!

CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR CALL FOR SHOWTIMES

OFF THE MAP

“BIG THUMBS UP.”
-Roger Ebert, EBERT & ROEPER
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Adv. Tix on Sale MADAGASCAR (PG) ★

Adv. Tix on Sale THE LONGEST YARD (PG-13) ★

Adv. Tix on Sale STAR WARS: EPISODE III (PG-13) ★

KICKING & SCREAMING (PG) ✔ (1145 220 455) 715 930

MONSTER IN LAW (PG-13) ✔ (1150 220 445) 705 925

CRASH (R) - ID REQ'D ✔ (1155 235 510) 735 1005

HOUSE OF WAX (R) - ID REQ'D ✔ (1150 225 500) 740 1015

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN (R) - ID REQ'D ✔ (1140 300) 645 955

HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG) ✔ (1145 215 435)

700 925

THE INTERPRETER (PG-13) (1210 310) 655 1000

SAHARA (PG-13) (1145 240) 705 945

Adv. Tix on Sale MADAGASCAR (PG) ★

Adv. Tix on Sale THE LONGEST YARD (PG-13) ★

Adv. Tix on Sale STAR WARS: EPISODE III (PG-13) ★

KICKING & SCREAMING (PG) DIG ✔ Fri.  (210 445) 720 955

Sat. & Sun.  (1140 210 445) 720 955

MONSTER IN LAW (PG-13) DIG ✔ Fri.  (200 435) 710 945

Sat. & Sun.  (1125 200 435) 710 945

UNLEASHED (R) - ID REQ'D DIG ✔ Fri.  (225 500) 735 1010

Sat. & Sun.  (1150 225 500) 735 1010

HOUSE OF WAX (R) - ID REQ'D DIG ✔ Fri.  (215 455) 740 1025

Sat. & Sun.  (1135 215 455) 740 1025

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN (R) - ID REQ'D DIG ✔ (1215 330) 645 1000

HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG) DIG ✔ Fri.  (220 455)

730 1005

Sat. & Sun.  (1145 220 455) 730 1005

SAHARA (PG-13) DIG (105 400) 655 950

KICKING & SCREAMING (PG) DIG ✔ Fri.  (200 420) 730 1010

Sat. & Sun.  (1130 200 420) 730 1010

MONSTER IN LAW (PG-13) DIG ✔ Fri.  (150 210 430 440) 720 740

950 1020

Sat. & Sun.  (1120 1140 150 210 430 440) 720 740 950 1020

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN (R) - ID REQ'D DIG ✔ Fri.  (340) 650 1000

Sat. & Sun.  (1150 340) 650 1000
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