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Namfest 2005
June 3-5

We invite you to share your

talents at our Native

American & Artists’ Festival
Oakridge, Oregon
in lot next to A&W, Hwy 58 Located
42.7 miles east of Eugene & 57.9
miles west of Chemult
For more info &
to reserve vendor space:
505-982-5052 or
541-367-2227

Space is limited, so call & make
your reservation today!

Co-sponsored with a grant from Lane County Tourism

The Southem Oregon Scottish Bagpipe Band

31‘C[ Annual Eugene

Scottish
Festival

Saturday, May 21, 2005
roam-spm * FREE

Scottish singers, dancers, pipers and storytellers!
featuring

& Sir James McDonald Pipe Band
Scottish Vendors, Clans, Food & Family Fun

LOGAL TALK
RADIO IS

BACK!

AM Edition

Weekdays 6-9am > TN

Liz Kelly
Host

Dave
Wooten

Shelley Gaske with Local News

Edition

Join us for intelligent

Afternoon

Nancy Stapp
Weekdays 3-6

conversation on topics
important to you and
your community.

{ KOPT 1600

Oregon's Pragressive Talk

Also listen on AM 1450 the new home of KEED
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Tough Calls for LRAPA

Board wrestles with board appointment

dispute, director search.

T he Lane Regional Air Pollution
Authority (LRAPA) board is now
confronting two major decisions:
the addition of a new Eugene board mem-
ber and the appointment of a new executive
director. Both issues are loaded with politi-
cal nuance. According to Oregon Toxics
Alliance Board President David Monk, the
outcomes of these decisions will indicate
whether the agency intends to serve the
interests of large industrial polluters or
steer back toward its core mission of pro-
tecting the public health.

Eugene’s short shrift

The LRAPA board’s composition is a
sticky subject. In March 2003, Eugene city
attorney Glenn Klein pointed out that an
increase in Eugene’s population merits an
additional Eugene representative on the
LRAPA board. At the time, at-large repre-
sentative Carol Tannenbaum had just been
appointed to a two-year term to give the
board seven members — an odd number, as
mandated by state law. Upon the completion
of Tannenbaum’s term in February 2005,
Klein advised, the board should replace her
position with a Eugene representative.

But in January 2005, a month before the
end of Tannenbaum’s term, the board re-
appointed her rather than making space for
a Eugene representative. At the April public
meeting, Interim Director Jim Johnson
informed the board that law mandated
another Eugene member. Tannenbaum
could resign to make space for the addition,
Johnson said, but board chair Dave Ralston
protested that option, saying that he did not
want Eugene representatives to have a
majority on the board. Instead, Ralston
made a successful motion to add both a
Eugene member and a second ‘“at-large”
representative, bringing the total number of
board members to nine.

Some local citizens think that’s unfair.
A letter signed by 21 Lane County resi-
dents, including members of several neigh-
borhood associations and two public inter-
est attorneys, called on Eugene’s city man-
ager, mayor and councilors to press the
LRAPA board to remain at seven members
by asking Tannenbaum to resign and

replacing her position with a Eugene repre-
sentative.

“We feel strongly that LRAPA’s board is
acting inappropriately — and almost certain-
ly illegally — by retaining an ‘at-large’ rep-
resentative and
appointing a second
one at the same time
" that a new Eugene
representative  is
seated,” the letter
reads, citing Oregon
statute 468A.120.

David Monk “It is not up to
LRAPA’s board to decide this — the statute
is clear.”

Johnson, however, says that the law is not
clear on the subject. According to advising
attorney Paul Nolte, the statute doesn't
address what to do with an at-large position
when it is no longer needed to make an odd
number of board members. Yes, the board
erred in re-appointing Tannenbaum, Johnson
says, but other board members can't force her
off now unless they re-consider the motion to
appoint her. It's hard to know how to proceed
because the dilemma has no precedent.
“We're all making this up,” Johnson says.

Director search

On May 3, the LRAPA board met in
executive session to discuss candidates for
the executive director position, vacant since
the January dismissal of former director
Brian Jennison (see “Up in the Air,” EW

cover story 4/28).
One of the candidates for director is
Sharon Banks, current LRAPA

finance/human resources/special project
manager. Banks has been highly involved
in recent turmoil at the agency that resulted
in five layoffs in a three-month period. She
had told EW twice that she would not apply
for the vacant director position, but she
changed her mind after the application
deadline when she saw that many of the 12
applicants lacked the necessary experience
for the job. “I decided at the last minute to
apply for the position,” she says. “I just got
the idea that maybe I was qualified.”
Johnson accepted her late application along
with one other. ew

| KNOW YOUR
SECRET, SOPHIE...
YOU'VE BEEN
SHOPPING AT
INFINITY!

Shopping With Sophie

Your newest
L Community Resale Store
invites you to a

Cmsfomey
A\ppreciation

Friday « Saturday « Sunday
May 13th-15th « 12-7 pm

25% - 50% OFF
AU YNevchandise

Reduce + Reuse : Resell

l N ﬁ N lt Mercantile
Buy, sell, trade new & used clothes & fumiture

782 Blair Blvd. + Eugene . 541-342-1942

(except jewelry and consignment,
all sales final, no in-store credit)
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