Toxic Brew

Hynix leads TRTK reporting with a river of acid.

lion pounds of toxic chemicals a year, ac-

cording to the city’s Toxics Right to
Know (TRTK) database. That’s about 120
pounds. of lethal chemicals for every man,
woman and child in the city.

Forty-one companies reported their use of
750 different chemicals in 2003, the latest
year data was available. About half of the
chemicals were shipped away in products or
as waste. About 10 percent were released to
the environment through the air, surface
water, on-site disposal or sewer.

Hynix output the most chemicals, 6 mil-
lion pounds, accounting for about a third of
the total toxic output in Eugene. Forrest Paint
ranked second with 5.3 million pounds. The
Willamette Valley Company was third with
1.6 million pounds.

A M. Todd lead in releases to the environ-
ment, with three quarters of a million pounds

I ndustry in Eugene outputs nearly 18 mil-

Forrest Paint outputs large quantities of
toxic solvents including toluene (1 million
pounds), acetone (900,000 pounds) and xy-
lene (641,000 pounds). Most of the chemicals
were shipped in products or as waste. But
Forrest Paint released 10,000 pounds of
toluene to the environment, 11,000 pounds of
acetone and 6,000 pounds of xylene. Forrest
Paint has won praise from environmentalists
for installing cutting edge filters to reduce its
air emissions. In the past five years, the com-
pany has cut its toxic air releases in half to
about 49,000 pounds in 2003.

The Willamette Valley Company uses it’s
1.6 million pounds of toxic chemicals to make
chemical products for wood treatment and
coatings in west Eugene. Most of the chemi-
cals are isocyanates, which can severely irri-
tate the respiratory tract. Almost all the chem-
icals end up shipped in products, the company
reported.

Hynix’s 600 tons a year of sulfuric acid would fill
about 1,700 bathtubs with the burning chemical.

of toxics released. Other leading environmen-
tal releasers included Lanz Cabinet (143,000
pounds), Weyerhaeuser (143,000 pounds) and
Hynix (132,000 pounds).

Hynix was given $60 million in tax breaks
for its west Eugene chip plant. The corpora-
tion uses a river of dangerous industrial acids
and solvents in its chip making process. It out-
put 1.2 million pounds of sulfuric acid,
655,000 pounds of isopropyl alcohol, 522,000
of a propylene glycol compound, and 299,000
of an acetate compound. In the past five years,
Hynix’s toxic output has increased 7 percent.

Most of Hynix’s toxic chemicals ended up
shipped from the factory as waste or in prod-
ucts, the company reported. But the corpora-
tion released a total of 132,000 pounds of
toxic chemicals to the environment, includ-
ing: 83,000 pounds of nitrates, 17,000 pounds
of isopropyl alcohol and 12,000 pounds of
ammonia.

Hynix also leads in the use of the most
hazardous chemicals — those that are highly
hazardous or extremely persistent bioaccumu-
lative toxins. Hynix uses more than half of the
citywide total of these highly dangerous
chemicals. For example, Hynix’s 600 tons a
year of sulfuric acid would fill about 1,700
bathtubs with the burning chemical. Hynix
also used a total of about 400,000 pounds of
corrosive hydrochloric, hydrofluoric and ni-
tric acids.

A M. Todd owns East Earth Herb in west
Eugene which output 887,000 pounds of toxic
chemicals, mostly ethanol and alcohol used to
make herbal extracts. The company flushed
most of the chemicals to the local sewage
treatment plant.

Voters overwhelmingly passed Eugene’s
Toxics Right to Know charter amendment in
1996. Citizens gathered signatures and put the
measure on the ballot after Hynix (then Hyundai)
refused to provide an accounting of what danger-
ous chemicals it was bringing to town.

Hynix, the local Chamber of Commerce
and their business allies have been fighting the
popular law in the City Council, state
Legislature and state courts ever since.
Opponents didn’t defeat the toxics law, but
they did succeed in reducing fees for big
chemical users like Hynix at the expense of
small chemical users. Fees for Hynix have
dropped 90 percent, while small companies
have had to pay twice as much.

To reduce the burden on smaller manufac-
turers, the City Council considered a proposal
to broaden the program to include dry clean-
ers, gas stations and other chemically inten-
sive businesses. But the council withdrew the
proposal earlier this year in the face of strong
business opposition. The city imposed the
higher fees for smaller companies and is now
lobbying to remove or raise the fee cap in the
Legislature. ew

-

-

e Skin Care including
Ultrasonic Facial

(a topical alternative to Botox)
Cleansing, Acne, Anti-Aging

Discounted Services Available Now!

e Waxing
* Makeup

* Permanent
Cosmetics

Call 344-7789

Q Services by students are discounted!
NW Aesthetics ¢ 2371 Oakmont Way * www.estheticnw.com

et Aria Seligmann

| 4J School Board Position 6
{ Leadership with Heart

* Equity in Education
* Healthy Food in School
* Diversity and Tolerance

Endorsed by: Eugene Mayor Kitty Piercy, David Piercy, City Councilor
Bonny Bettman, City Councilor Andrea Ortiz, Sally Sheklow, Michael
Carrigan, UO Law Professor Ibrahim Gassama and many others.

VOTE! BALLOTS MAILED APRIL 29. DEADLINE MAY 17!

PAID FOR BY SELIGMANN FOR SCHOOL BOARD

(2’ Soft Tencel & Hanky Linen
in fresh spring colors

We design and sew our own line of
Zona Clothes right here

Betsy
\ blouse

Artist
jacket

Ginger jacket
& Dory pants

Clothes

WWW.ZONACLOTHES.COM

1416 WILLAMETTE 687-9175
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Land County Bmis 22 presents

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 9AM-IPM
What you will get from the
Scribes Workshop:

* The book, Don’t Think of An Elephant
by George Lakoff with a quick reference summary

* Tips for Effective Letter Writing
* Inside Knowledge from a Former Opinion Page Editor

* Time to Organize and Practice Becoming Eugene’s
Progressive Writing Force

Presenters:
Tanya Wallace, Field Director of National WAND
Aria Seligmann, formerly of Eugene Weekly
Susan Cundiff, National Board Member of WAND

Please register with Susan Cundiff,
scundiff@rio.com * 541-683-1350

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church Parish Hall

corner of |3th and Pearl, Eugene

Suggested Donation: $15-25 ¢ Scholarships Available
Lunch and Lakoff’s book included
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