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hen it comes to late-night
debauchery in Corvallis, there’s
only one place to go: La Cantina

on Ladies’ Night.

It all started years ago when
current manager “Big Todd”
was a DJ for OSU’s radio sta-
tion, KBVR. His show, “The
Vault,” was a throw-back to the

=1 WILD

Tnd BY ALANA YArtie

strangers all night worked.

Todd said the music is a key element
because it’s less about bump-and-grind and
more about having a good time. And, as much
as it might be denied by the light
of day, in the dimly lit environs of
La Cantina everyone knows the
words to every song and any
passers-by receive an earful of

the place for a good time on Saturday. The
combination of music, two-for-one cocktails
for the women, a place for college students to
get drunk, sweat a lot, and rub up against

along came Todd with his *80s music, a new
staff and one big night to get the ball rolling.
His recipe transformed La Cantina from just
a door in the alley behind the bus station to
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glory days of the ’80s, when
Michael Jackson, Madonna,
and Queen ruled the airwaves.
The Vault was a hit, and though
he eventually stopped DJing on
KBVR, those DJ skills came in
handy when he later started
managing La Cantina.

Once upon a time, La Cantina
was just a humble banquet room
behind a downtown eatery
known as Sefor Sam’s Mexican
Grill. But the setup wasn’t work-
ing out too well — it turned out
people in Corvallis didn’t need a
banquet room. So the place was
partitioned with a wall to shield
the innocent eyes of the under-
aged (per OLCC regulations) and
converted into a bar.

Even in a college town,
booze doesn’t equal success. But

PEGASUS

Gallery & Frame Studio

Showcasing a variety of local, regional,

national & international artists
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* Receptions for Featured Artists most 2nd Thursdays

APRIL The Gathering - Dolls & Beyond
15 Artists: Sculptured Dolls in variety of media.
Fabric, Ceramic & Mixed Media

Reception Thursday April 14th, 6:30-8:30pm

MAY /t's All About Food

Featured Artist Jan Domingues Water Colors of Food used
in her weekly column in The Gazette Times (Food Editor)
AND Ceramic & Glass Artists offering Place Settings on
Tables produced by local woodworkers.

Reception Thursday May 12th 6:30-8:30pm

JUNE T7he Confluence
Chang Ae Song, Korean painter, Sidney Rowe, Eugene painter, Rex Silvernail, sculpter

Reception Thursday June 16th, 6:30-8:30pm
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341 SW 2nd Street Corvallis ® 541-757-0042

Tuesday to Saturday 10:30am-5:30pm ¢ Mondays by appointment
pegasusartgallery.com
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Find out at the

5th Annual Ward 5
Battle of the Bands.

Hundreds of your best friends.

15 bands. 1 birdbath
Music 9pm-til late ® $3

THURSDAY, APRIL 14
Psych Ward Junkies
The Hounds
Microcosm
The Stack
Sumbitch

FRIDAY, APRIL 15
The Wobblies
Elephante
The Tourists
Field Trip
Arcweld

SATURDAY, APRIL 16
Desdemona
The Pipe Welders Union
The Richard Hedders
The Adequits
The Flailing Inhalers

AJ, 137 SW 2nd Street
S 541-752-7570

voices shouting along to ACDC’s
“You Shook Me All Night Long.”

La Cantina recently went
through more renovations. With
looser OLCC regulations allow-
ing a line of sight between the
underage and the of-age, the
walled-off area is now open space.
The dance floor is bigger, the plat-
forms are taller (watch your step
on the stairs), and the DJ booth
has been relocated. All of these
changes opened up a huge amount
of space. But no matter how big
the place is, Cantina still packs in
the drunken masses.

Bartenders mix up a mean
cocktail (try the Stevie Special).
The music can turn even the
stiffest Joe into a dancing fool.
And crowds of people flock there
every weekend. *

South and North
Indian Cuisine

» Tandoori Specialites
» Vegetarian
* Chicken
» Lamb
» Seafood

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet $5.95
Lunch: 11:30 am - 2:30 pm
Dinner: 5pm - 9:30 pm

(541) 754-7944

136 SW Third = Cowvallis, OR
(Downtown Covrvallis)

Www.eugeneweexLy.com
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