
A
t first, it’s not obvious that Lanford

Wilson’s Fifth of July is a testament

to the aftermath of Vietnam. The

play, set on a porch in a small town, relies

heavily on the dialogue and interaction be-

tween characters to examine the long-term

impact of the Vietnam war and the 1960s in

general.

Without a believable family dynamic,

Fifth of July would fail. It takes subtlety and

finesse to develop the characters and make

them real. The Actor’s Cabaret crew delivers

again, embracing their roles as flawed human

beings, attempting to hide their personal sor-

rows behind dry remarks and pills downed

with wine. 

The play opens with Kenny (Benjamin

Newman), a Vietnam vet-turned-teacher

with fiberglass legs, listening to an indeci-

pherable tape made by a speech-impaired

student. It is one of the few moments in

which any character is alone onstage. There

are no real monologues, which make the

chemistry between the characters of para-

mount importance. 

First we see the relationship between

Kenny and Jed, his botanist lover (Jesse

Lally). Their relationship is fragile, fluctuat-

ing between wounded tenderness and cau-

tious distance. Kenny has returned to his

hometown of Lebanon, Mo. but hasn’t de-

cided if he wants to remain in Lebanon, the

house, or the teaching profession. 

Jed and Kenny’s relationship contrasts

sharply with the superficial, even deceitful

interactions between John (Ryan Olson) and

Gwen (Becky White). Kenny and his sister,

June (Emily Gilbert), are allies in their dis-

gust of John’s arrogance and Gwen’s air-

headed naïveté, exchanging many knowing

looks and artfully creating a semblance of

ease and familiarity. 

Sue Schroeder-White shines in her role as

Aunt Sally, a wise, eccentric aunt who has

seen a UFO and keeps her husband’s ashes in

the refrigerator. Shirley (Samantha White),

June’s daughter is an aspiring artist who

makes a good poster child for adolescent

angst. But at times her melodramatic declara-

tions cross into the ridiculous, making it diffi-

cult to tell whether or not the drama is delib-

erate. Wes (Michael Watkins) is an outsider

brought to Lebanon by John and Gwen, a

well-meaning stoner observing from the

sidelines. 

At first, we don’t know why all these peo-

ple are there. Then the conflicts emerge, lead-

ing to an inevitable confrontation. The cli-

max of the production is raw, a dramatic

scene that offers the last bits of information

needed to piece together the history. With

good portrayals of complex characters by a

strong cast, Fifth of July makes a powerful

statement about the impact of the Vietnam

war and examines how the aftermath of war

endures in the people who have experienced

it. Fifth of July is playing through Feb. 12,

2005 at the ACE Annex. ew
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A Tale for the Times
Fifth of July dredges up Vietnam.
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••  TTrraaddiittiioonnaall  LLiioonn  DDaannccee  bbyy  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  BBeenneevvoolleenntt  AAssssnn..  ooff  EEuuggeennee
••  AAuutthheennttiicc  CChhiinneessee  PPeerrffoorrmmaanncceess  &&  CCuuiissiinnee  ••  CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  CCrraaffttss

••  CCaannnneedd  ffoooodd  ddrriivvee  ffoorr  FFOOOODD  ffoorr  LLaannee  CCoouunnttyy
$5 Adult / Children FREE (with paying adult)

‘05/’06 Enrollment: Attend a required Prospective Parent Information Meeting

The Village School is a tuition-free Steiner inspired public charter school serving children K-8.

2855 Lincoln St. • 345-7285 • village@4j.lane.edu • www.eugenevillageschool.org

JANUARY 27th - 6:30pm
FEBRUARY, 2005:
Monday 7th - 10am

Saturday 19th - 10am
Thursday 24th - 6:30pm

Discounted Services Available Now!
• Skin Care including

Ultrasonic Facial
(a topical alternative to Botox)

Cleansing, Acne, Anti-Aging

Call 344-7789
Services by students are discounted!

NW Aesthetics • 2371 Oakmont Way • www.estheticnw.com

• Waxing

• Makeup

• Permanent
Cosmetics
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