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desperate workers who will accept below living
wage jobs with no health care benefits, and
Democratic leaders don’t dare to go against that
policy. Which leaves them with nothing to offer
their former working-class base except fear of
Republicans. That just doesn’t cut it.
Lynn Porter
Eugene

EXPAND OUR CIRCLE

I’'m glad to see people upset about the
media not covering the grim realities of the
war. Essentially, we are talking about what
most of us believe to be absolutely unneces-
sary violence. Recently tens of millions of in-
nocent turkeys were slaughtered after living a
short, horrific life in a factory farm for our
wonderful holiday. One can get all the nutri-
ents needed for a healthy diet without animal
products. We live in a time when plant foods
are plentiful and you don’t have to worry about
a tough winter killing your crop. Turkeys, like
other farm animals, are sentient beings that
certainly wouldn’t sacrifice their life for a
mouthful of flesh. By the way, the animal food
industry that is dominated by Republicans is
one of the top polluters of our waterways (an-
other form of violence), is subsidized with our
tax dollars, and not even close to being a sus-
tainable practice. It makes no sense. There will
be no mention of this in the news today. Just
like the occupation of Traq, we will not see the
atrocities we are supporting. Let’s expand our
circle of compassion to all beings and ulti-

mately live healthier, happier lives.
Joshua Welch
Eugene

ASHAMED

I am writing in agreement with Brian
Peterson (11/18). How dare Oregonians, who
claim to be accepting and open to everyone,
ban the union between ANY two people that
love each other. I may not be gay, but I have
friends all over the country that are, and they
are no different than heterosexual couples in
love. The fact that society feels they have the
right to tell others they can’t get married or be
recognized because they are gay is arrogant
and self righteous. Love is blind and sees no
gender any more than it sees color of a per-
son’s skin. I must say I am ashamed of the

way Oregonians voted.
Tamara Lindsey
Springfield

DISTORTED PICTURE

Thank you for the recent article “The Real
History” of Thanksgiving (11/24). It is very
important we continue to learn the deeper

truths behind our cultural traditions. In that
light, I would like to share another dimension
of Thanksgiving which I feel is greatly over-
looked:

On Thanksgiving Day, many Native
Americans and their supporters gather at the
top of Coles Hill, overlooking Plymouth
Rock, for the “National Day of Mourning.”
The first National Day of Mourning was held
in 1970. The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts invited Wampanoag leader
Frank James to deliver a speech. When the
text of Mr. James’ speech, a powerful state-
ment of anger at the history of oppression of
the Native people of America, became known
before the event, the Commonwealth “disin-
vited” him. That silencing of a strong and
honest Native voice led to the convening of
the National Day of Mourning.

The historical event we know today as the
First Thanksgiving was a harvest festival
held in 1621 by the Pilgrims and their Native
American neighbors and allies. It has ac-
quired significance beyond the bare historical
facts. Thanksgiving has become a much
broader symbol of the entirety of the
American experience. Many find this a cause
for rejoicing. The dissenting view of Native
Americans, who have suffered the theft of
their lands and the destruction of their tradi-
tional way of life at the hands of the
American nation, is equally valid.

To some, the First Thanksgiving presents a
distorted picture of the history of relations be-
tween the European colonists and their descen-
dants and the Native People. The total empha-
sis is placed on the respect that existed between
the Wampanoags led by the sachem Massasoit
and the first generation of Pilgrims in
Plymouth, while the long history of subsequent
violence and discrimination suffered by Native
People across America is nowhere represented.
(From www.pilgrimhall.org/daymourn.htm)

Eden Sky
Yachats

WHO'S IRRELEVANT?

George W. Bush read a prepared speech
from the podium of the United Nations. This
speech, presented to the U.N. General
Assembly and the world, was mainly for the
U.S. audience. A message contained within
that speech prepared the citizenry of this
country to allow the president to expand the
congressional permission given to use the
threat of force to make Iraq, led by Saddam
Hussein, comply with UN resolutions and co-
operate with U.N. arms inspectors.

Also, within that speech was the charge
that if the U.N. did not act according to the
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The board of directors and staff of

Oregon Festival
of American Music

The American
Music Institute

OFAM at The Shedd

wish you a happy, fulfilling, safe and

peaceful holiday season.

Oregon Festival of American Music

Now Hear
This 04-05

( ISLER&QQ ) Title Sponsor

Certified Public Accountants
#0d Busines Advisers

Upcoming Concerts:

01.26 Natalie MacMaster
01.28 Regina Carter
02.03 Herbie Hancock (Hult)
02.05 Darol Anger & AFE
02.09 Don Edwards
02.11 Mose Allison
02.12 Bill Charlap
02.19 Karrin Allyson
02.21 Nanci Griffith
02.27 BeauSoleil

03.10 Led Ka’'apana

Regina
Carter

Friday,
January 28
at The Shedd

868 High Street (at Broadway)
541-687-6526 - www.ofam.org
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Gleaves Swearingen.

Wednesday, January 26
The Shedd - 687-6526
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February 3 - Hult Center

%' The Dan Tepfer Trio

Friday, January 14 - Shedd Chapel

OFAM at The Shedd
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