
N
o script. No set. Just lights, fellow

actors and an audience. Sounds like

a nightmare, doesn’t it? But for the

New York City-based improvisational com-

edy team Chicago City Limits (CCL), it’s the

perfect setting for fun and hilarity.

For more than two decades, the traveling

troupe has been doing their thing, getting

rave reviews and making people laugh across

the country.

Founded in Chicago by George Todisco

and by actors participating in a workshop at

The Second City, the troupe moved to New

York City in 1979. The following year the en-

semble opened their own theater and have

been performing ever since, racking up more

than 7,500 performances.

The show relies heavily on audience par-

ticipation with the actors getting suggestions,

stories and ideas from the audience, then

using those as jumping off points for the en-

tire show. For the holidays they’ve titled their

performance “Revenge of the Reindeer.”

They occasionally use sketches, bare-bones

outlines for the comedy, focusing on politics

and, of course, the holidays.

“Our political humor is smart and funny,”

said Bernie Kravitz, one of the members of

the troupe. With three years under his belt,

he’s one of the senior members of the current

group. “The show starts with the blues. We

get a word suggestion from the audience and

then we all improvise a verse.”

Another thing CCL does is an improv mu-

sical, something you’re unlikely to see any-

where else. The whole thing is created on the

fly using a suggestion from the audience.

Hoooo-eeee!!! That should be interesting.

“The misconception is that we’ve thought

up all this stuff in advance but really, we’re

just doing it one step at a time,” Kravitz said.

Since nothing’s set in stone, even a hor-

rific mistake can look like it was intentional,

part of the plot. “If someone screws up, there

are four other people there making it look like

an amazing thing just happened,” Kravitz

said. “Mistakes make something unexpected

happen and in comedy, that’s a good thing.

There’s a saying in what we do, ‘There are no

mistakes, just gifts.’” ew
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No Mistakes Here
Chicago City Limits create comedy on the fly.

2435 Hilyard • Eugene, OR 97405 (in the Humble Bagel)

www.iraila.com • Open Wed.-Sun. @ 5pm • 541-684-8400

You define the family . . . 
We provide the food!

Special Dinner Party
FRIDAY, DEC. 17TH • LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE

Join us for the music of
AMERICANISTAN
Saturday, Dec. 18th • 7:30pm


