Petét Dean of The Fast Computers
and Jake Baker

he newest recording studio in town, Sleepsound, opened in January 2004.
WEngineers Jake Baker and George Ayres hope local bands will soon make it

their first choice because of their flexible low-end rates. They're not looking for
the punk and garage bands Ed Cole favors. Instead, they seem to have more success with
modern indie rock, music they classify as “not too noisy.”

The duo formed Sleepsound
after they graduated from the
UO - Baker in history and
Ayres in English. With no busi-
ness background, they had lot
to learn. What carried them through was enthusiasm and experience recording their own band,
Armored Frog.

“We had what | would describe as the standard computer-based bedroom studio,” Baker says.
“Essentially it's just using software on the computer your parents bought you for college.” He says it's
cheaper to run a studio based on computer recording than analog, which can cost $150 for about 18 min-
utes of a 24-track tape.

Baker and Ayres don't seem concerned about amateur studios infringing on their business. Baker says
they started the studio simply because they were looking to launch a music-related business and record-
ing was “something we were already pretty seriously doing.”

The business plan for Sleepsound is different from those at other local studios, because the engineers
want their relationships with bands to continue past the recording stages. “What we're looking to do is
more or less focus on a group of three or four bands, locally or otherwise, that we're going to help pro-
mote,” Baker says. “We're going to record their albums and that's going to be translated into some sort of
record label. We're not going to be trying to do just whatever, whenever."

Sleepsound's first client was the local jazz and brass band Scrambled Ape. Band leader Michael
Roderick, also of Mood Area 52, had a long recording relationship with Michael Wilson's Studio Apocalypse.
But with Wilson away, Roderick was looking for a new place, and he was impressed by Baker and Ayres.

"l respect self-starters who can have the initiative to figure out how to do things on their own,” Roderick
says. “They've got some pretty innovative ideas about how they want to record.” — Vanessa Salvia

Brian Gardner of Testface
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Holiday Special!

+ Meditation Singing Bowls - different color, different sizes  « Tibetan, Indian, Nepal and Bhutan Clothing Subscribe NOW and Send a Friend a FREEj
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« Tibetan Thangkas, Carpets, and Meditation Pillows + Kashmere Shawls . i s
+ Tibetan Jewelry - Turquoise, Lapis, Jade, Amber Stones  + Incense, teas, and much more Gift Subscription! Just $24 a Year.

265 E. 13th Ave. Eugene, OR 97401 » 541.485.8007 « Key to Tibet@yahoo.com Go to: http://www.ens-newswire.com

Holiday Short Bread - Toffee - Fudge - Ginger Bread People
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Jewelry & Stocking Lrom A,.gm,d Sweet Life treats danced in their heads...
stffers the World PN

Affordable Prices
Free Convenient Parking

Locally Owned

Bﬁche de Ndel - Fruit Cakes - Plum Pudding

SJ8)1e|d 148ssaq AepijoH - U3J0lS - S8Xeq Jeo]

Eugene

840 East 13th, near U of 0 campus
Free parking in the back
Corvallis

132 SW 4th, near Starbucks

Be the lucky sh h S -
wins a pai of fickas fo roe Chor 755 Monroe St. - 583-5676

at the Portland Rose Garden! www.sweetlifedesserts.com Hours: Sun — Wed till 10:00pm - Thur - Sat till 11:00pm
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