
Love It
or Leave It
Art is what Andy
Friedman makes it.
Caustic, funny and as unstoppable as

an avalanche roaring down a mountain, Andy

Friedman digs in his heels and goes off on

everything from modern day media to the art

world in a torrent of words that passes as fast

as a New York minute.

If his performances are

anything like his phone

conversations, expect

one hell of a show

Friday night at Sam

Bond’s when Friedman performs with one of

Eugene’s own, Ty Connor.

When there’s love, it’s true love, but

Friedman doesn’t work in shades of gray. And

neither will you. You’ll either think this 29-

year-old, Brooklyn-born,  “Don’t you dare call

me a spoken word artist” rocks the house or

that he sucks. Friedman said he loves Eugene

because Eugene loves him. Maybe that’s be-

cause he’s pushing the envelope, doing some-

thing different. We like that.

Friedman performs songs — except that

he doesn’t sing; he speaks his lyrics. And in-

stead of instruments, he uses pictures, mostly

photographs. At least that’s how it started out.

Now he’s actually got some musicians play-

ing with him. He couldn’t bring the band on

this tour so instead, local musicians will ac-

company him Friday.

“People will describe what I do and they’ll

say ‘He shows pictures and reads poems,’”

Friedman said. “But literally, my pictures have

lyrics. It’s not multimedia. It’s not a poetry

reading. It’s not spoken word. That term just

makes me seethe. I’m a painter, an artist, a per-

former. I don’t need any other monikers. I

want to just crush that pretentious clove ciga-

rette that seems to burn in the art world.”

Three years ago he quit his day job as as-

sistant to the cartoon editor of The New Yorker

to go on tour and do his thing full time. Ever

since then he’s been amping crowds, who ei-

ther boo him off stage or stand mesmerized in

awe, with his performances. He uses his own

life as fodder for his pieces but said his fa-

vorite subjects are “energy and spirit and wan-

derlust, loneliness and rejection.”

Across the country alternative rags have

dubbed him the next big thing. See for your-

self. ew
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BY MELISSA BEARNS

ANDY
FRIEDMAN
Fri.  9:30 pm

Sam Bond’s, $4

“Estamos
En México”

Classic Works for Percussions

Mexican works:

Aztec Winds • 10 Marimbas

4 Carlos Chavez works

2 Amadeo Roldan works

Mexican Marimba Dances

Mexican & Aztec Poetry

Marimba virtuoso Melissa Davis

Monday, Nov. 22, 8:00 p.m.
Beall Concert Hall

961 E. 18th Ave. • Eugene
University of Oregon Campus

TICKETS AT THE DOOR: $5 GENERAL, $3 STUDENTS/SENIORS
Info: 541-346-3761

Percussionist CHARLES DOWD conducts

THE OREGON PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE
“The Oregon Percussion Ensemble is spectacular!” WM. KRAFT, LA COMPOSER

Nominated for the Laurel Leaf Award in New York City by the American Composers Alliance

FREE POOL
* FREE POOL HOURS:

TUES. - SAT. • 4PM-10PM

SUN. & MON. • ALL DAY/ALL NIGHT

99 W. BROADWAY • EUGENE • 683-3154

THE SPOT FOR

$5.00 LONG
ISLANDS

*
NEVER A COVER

FREE POPCORN!

DESIGNING AND BUILDING WITH THE

LOCAL ECOLOGY

www.habitatsinc.com

CCB# 145961 habitats@efn.org LCB# 7851

SINCE 1989

A Cornucopia of 
Natural Health Care

Gentle & Traditional Chiropractic

Massage Therapy • CranioSacral Therapy

Acupuncture • Physical Therapy

Hot Stone Therapy

Licensed Massage Therapists:

342-4520
492 E 13th Ave, Suite 200, Eugene

In the Bijou Theatre Building

Laura K. Adams, D.C.

Adam Drapkin, D.C.

Peggy Johnston, L.Ac.

Chris Osterlitz, D.C.

Barbara Robertson, D.C.

Keith Blackwell, P.T.

Linda Brewer #2568

Pam Skeele #2971

Lisa Hubbard #7797

Jude Painton #2154

Cindy Chambers #1276

Lisa Burtraw #5004

ADULT 
URBAN  BEAT

JAZZ  DANCE
Great Music!

All Levels Welcome!
6 week session • Dec. 2 to Jan. 6

Thurs. 4:30-5:30pm

$42/session • $10/class open fee

One on One training also available.
Adults & Teens • Student discounts

ALL CLASSES HELD AT

In-Shape Club,
27th & Willamette

MICHELLE
POWERS
POWERMOVES

485-7675
powermoves@comcast.net


