| etter Head
Fine Cards & Gifts

We've mosed Downtoawn!

In our colorful new store we
still have all ¢ your favorite cards,
wrap, Journals & Photo albums

and we've added . luxurious

bath & bodg Products..ncun
babg gi{:ts...stglish han&bags

Come see v soon!

25 East 8th Avenue
between Qak & Willamette
Mon - Sat 10 - 6 343.6374

GREATER
GOODS

515 HicH EUGENE
OPEN DAILY 541-485-4224
/" . Get TURNED ON

) \ To A New Way
} Of LIGHTING!!

FAI.L
LIGHTING PROMOTION
NOVEMBER 19, 20, & 21

off Compact Fluorescent Lamps
leam about energy savings
recycle your old fluorescent lamps here

with support from

HEALTH CENTERED

DENTISTRY

By taking a holistic approach and
arranging for health rather than merely
treating disease, we offer an opportunity
to restore your oral health to its optimum.

We look at the whole picture, consider
health and underlying factors, and take
steps to perfect your smile while prevent-
ing problems before they occur.

DR. DARIN J. WARD, pps pc

FA.G.D. 2 wi [
Fellow of the Academy of General Dentistry " ;
HEALTH CENTERED DENTISTRY ey

300 COUNTRY CLUB RD., STE. 290

EUGENE, OR 97401 » (541) 686-2441

Leading the community in
injury prevention, recovery,
and wellness education.

* Age & ability tailored
physical & occupational
therapy programs

* Medicare accepted

* No need for a
physician referral

2675 Willamette St. Eugene
next to INShape Athletic Club

541.343.8889 * fax: 541. 343.9499
www.springbridgept.com

ACORN
SLIPPERS

Warm and Fuzzy

The time is right for Acorn slippers and soc

THE BIRKENSTOCK STORE

181 E Broadway « Downtown Eugene » 342-6107

301 SW Madisan Ave » Downtown Corvallis » 757-0875

Mon-Sat 10-6 & Sun 11-5 - www.footwise.com

COMMENTALY e ierocerscrssear
Election Wrongs

Is there enough fraud to challenge the outcome?

“The right of voting for representatives is
the primary right by which all other rights
are protected.” — Thomas Paine

s a rural precinct worker, I combed
A the Crow-Lorane valley for Kerry

supporters. Nov. 3 was a day of
grief, but the next morning I read “Kerry
Won,” an article by Greg Palast, a respected
investigative reporter. My first joyful
thought was that maybe a majority of
Americans hadn’t really voted for Bush.

As it turns out, the situation is muddy.
Maybe Kerry won Ohio, Florida and/or New
Mexico, maybe not, but what’s becoming
clear is that extensive recounts and audits
will be necessary to reassure voters about an
election with so many disturbing, some-
times startling, problems and discrepancies.

Until the Electoral College votes Dec.
13, no one is officially the next president. I
believe that if the Democratic Party leader-
ship wants people to work as volunteers in
the future — even just bother to vote — it
must take a strong role now in defending the
efforts so many Americans made both to
vote and to help others vote. As
Congressman Kucinich writes, “We must
pursue every lead that raises questions about
the integrity of the electoral process. Our
work may not change the outcome, but it
will demonstrate that beyond our commit-
ment to our candidates, we have a higher
commitment to our democracy.”

Last week Diana Abernathey, a Eugene
field organizer for MoveOn in the recent
election, e-mailed people she thought would
be concerned about voting irregularities. On
less than a day’s notice, 60 people crowded a
room in the Atrium. On Friday scores of
people gathered to present petitions to
Congressman DeFazio and Sens. Wyden
and Smith, urging them to “initiate an inde-
pendent investigation and ballot audit into
possible election fraud.”

Saturday a small group of us stood on
Coburg Road where cars left the highway
for the Ducks game, holding a banner that
read “Presidential Election Dishonors
Democracy.” Many motorists swung their
eyes away from us. People gave us the fin-
ger and yelled, “Get over it!” A blond-haired
woman screamed, “Four more years!
WOOOO!” shrieking so loudly that a small
dog in her lap leapt into the air. Many
passersby gave a courteous “No, thanks,” to
the handout I offered. Others said, “Oh,
yes!” reaching out quickly with relief in
their faces.

Here are recent developments:

* 11/15: There will be a recount and close

OR EMAIL:

GENERAL PRACTICE, INCLUDING:
family » business * criminal law
appeals * immigration

* COST-FREE INITIAL CONSULTATIONS
* HOME VISITS AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

FOR AN APPOINTMENT, PLEASE PHONE: 968=0781

JLVONBO@MSN.COM

examination of ballots in Ohio.
Common Cause Ohio and Alliance
for Democracy are raising money. Losing
candidates can request a recount for
$10 a precinct, so Green and Libertarian
Party candidates made the request.
(www.thealliancefordemocracy.org)

* 11/12: Bush’s lead over Kerry nar-
rowed to 6,800 votes in New Mexico after
initial counts of provisional ballots were in-
cluded. (Ralph Nader asked for hand-re-
counting of ballots in New Hamsphire,
where a state recount costs only $2,000 and
Bush led by 5 to 15 unanticipated percent-
age points in counties where Diebold opti-
cal-scan machines counted votes.)

* 11/11: Kerry campaign lawyers com-
piled 30 questions for Ohio election offi-
cials. (A recount began in Franklin County,
Ohio, where optical-scan machines had
counted straight-party Democratic votes as
Libertarian.)

e 11/10: Ohio Secretary of State
Blackwell ordered that any of Ohio’s
155,000 provisional ballots — with a likely
majority for Kerry — must be rejected if
they omit voters’ dates of birth, which were
not required at election time. New Ohio
votes can still come from absentee ballots,
provisional ballots, and computer errors.

Researchers are arguing over how 11/2
evening exit polls could predict a 3 percent
Kerry win that became a 3 percent Bush
win, and why Florida counties with optical-
scan equipment — but not counties with
other devices — had so many Democrats
voting for Bush. One third of U.S. voters
used the new electronic voting machines.
Reports of votes added and deleted, more
votes cast than registered voters, screens
that don’t register Kerry votes, and provi-
sional ballots wrongly disqualified, continue
to appear. These events consistently favor
Bush, with disproportionate numbers of
problems for poor and minority voters.

What can we do? Stay informed and talk
with friends. Write and call Senators Wyden
and Smith, Reps. DeFazio of Oregon and
Kucinich, Tubbs Jones, and Kaptur of Ohio,
all at (800) 839-5276. Ask them to join John
Conyers and other members of Congress
who have asked the Government
Accountability Office to investigate the vot-
ing machines and new technologies used in
the election. E-mail the Democratic Party at
www.democrats.org to demand they head a
rigorous investigation. Sign the online peti-
tion at www.moveon.org. Join a meeting of
concerned citizens at the Atrium at 6:30 pm
Monday Nov. 22 (www.botworks.com/~tiv
or info truthinvoting.org). ew
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