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Raising Natives

Lorane Valley nursery offers container-grown natives.

riving out to Doak Creek Nursery on a
D perfect afternoon in October, there
seemed to be no place Id rather be
than the Lorane Valley. The blend of pasture,
vineyards and forested hillsides was irre-
sistible. I turned off Territorial Road onto
Jackson Marlow Road, and asphalt soon gave
way to gravel. The road rose gently through a
mile or so of meadow before plunging briefly
into ferny woodland. The nursery was the last
stop on the road, and as I parked near the house
and garden I could see the nursery spread out
below against a backdrop of mixed forest.
Cynthia Lafferty credited her sister and
brother-in-law (who until recently owned
Balance Restoration, a wholesale business)
for the idea of a nursery selling container-
grown native plants. Getting started was chal-
lenging, she said, but she already had a great
love of native plants, so it seemed a natural
choice. Cynthia (with her now ex-husband)
started the nursery as wholesale only, but she
soon learned that many homeowners were in-
terested in fitting native plants into their land-
scape to bring butterflies and birds into the
yard, so now she sells retail, too. A wide vari-
ety of trees and shrubs dominate the nursery
rows, but she tries to maintain a mix of
groundcovers, ferns and wildflowers as well.
Herbaceous groundcovers included wild
ginger, bunchberry, a fragrant native violet, a
small sedum with bright green leaves and yel-
low flowers (Sedum oregonum) and coast
strawberry. Among the woody groundcovers
were some of the nicest plants I’ve seen of
salal, creeping Oregon grape and kinnikinnik.
She also grows the prostrate ceonothus ‘Point
Reyes’ (native to California into southern
Oregon) because, she said, it is such a success-
ful groundcover for dry places. She pointed
out a well-drained bank beside her driveway
where she has successfully combined it with
lavender (non-native!) and Douglas aster.
Among other ceonothus species native to
Oregon I spotted the evergreen buckbrush or
greasewood (Ceonothus cuneatus). Cynthia
told me that it is plentiful along a creek
(named Buckbrush Creek!) on the southeast
side of Mount Pisgah. Buckbrush is not well-
known as an ornamental but it has the poten-
tial to be very useful in summer-dry gardens.
I was pleased to see another attractive, ever-
green shrub nearby. There is always a need
for evergreen shrubs that don’t get too big,
and Oregon box (Pachystima myrsinites) is a
sweet plant that grows to about four feet.
Cynthia showed me some full, leafy one-
gallon plants of Pacific ninebark, a tall decid-
uous shrub with white spring flowers that she
said can take wet, heavy soils. Nearby was
another pleasant native shrub that likes to
grow along streams. Twinberry (Lonicera in-
volucrata) carries yellow, tubular flowers dis-

tinctively in pairs. The flowers produce black
fruit between bracts that turn red as the fruit
ripens. Cynthia suggested mixing twinberry
and Pacific ninebark with red osier dogwood
to make a big, wildlife-friendly hedge.

Willows are staples of native plantings.
Shrubby Scouler willow is good for upland
situations; Sitka and Hooker’s willows are
found in wet places on the valley floor. Young
shoots of the more tree-like Pacific willow,
Salix lasiandra, have yellow bark, changing
to red near the tips. Cynthia said it can, like
most willows, be cut back repeatedly to em-
phasize the colorful new shoots. Wetland wil-
lows are vital larval host plants for butterflies.
(The popular non-native butterfly bush,
Buddleia spp., is spreading into riparian areas
and out-competing willows, and has recently
been placed on Oregon’s noxious weed list.)

The native plant industry is relatively
young, and Cynthia reported a certain
amount of trial and error with growing meth-
ods. I was impressed with the quality of her
plants, though. She ascribed much of her suc-
cess to the use of mycorhizal preparations,
but a few plants still prove difficult to propa-
gate or to keep alive in a pot. She has had con-
siderable success growing madrone and
Oregon white oak to a useful size by raising
them in tall, narrow containers that allow for
growth of a taproot without harboring too
much moisture. Excess moisture does not suit
either species, and a stunted taproot can mean
failure after planting.

We had a chuckle about the fact that the
colorful garden by Cynthia’s house is almost
all non-native. “Well, I’ve been gardening
since I was a teenager and I just have a pas-
sion for all plants. I can come up here tired
after working in the nursery and still be happy
work in this garden. I just love it,” she said.
This spring, though, Cynthia planted up a
nearby slope in the afternoon shade of an
Oregon white oak with ferns, evergreen
huckleberry and a few native perennials.
“This is one of my very favorite plants,” she
said, fondling a tidy checker mallow named
Sidalcea virgata. “Tt makes this low clump of
foliage and sends up spikes of pink flowers,
and when it is done you can just cut off the
stems.” It’s a plant any gardener would love.

Doak Creek Native Plant Nursery is certi-
fied free of sudden oak death. The nursery
(83331 Jackson Marlow Road, Eugene) is
open by appointment: phone 484-9206. 6W

Rachel Foster of Eugene is a garden consultant and
author of All About Gardens: Tips and Commentary from
the Southern Willamette Valley, a selection of her past
columns from Eugene Weekly. The book (192 pages,
paperback, with drawings by Diane Lewis) is published
by Stone Pig Press and sells for $14.95. She will sign
books Dec. 4 at Gray s Garden Center in Eugene (10 am)
and Springfield (4 pm). Contact Rachel at 683-7427 for a
list of book stores and garden centers where you can see
her new book.
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Locally owned
& operated
glassery

Pickles, fruit spreads salsa, albacore Tuna, and more!
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Supporting
local & regional
farmers
541-935-1615
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INSIDE

fora10% off storewide sale!

OPEN HOUSE-6pm-9pm
FRIDAY, NOV. 12
OLIVE STREET STORE

Come enjoy the festivity of our
Holiday Open House with

hors d' oevres and complimentary
drinks! Plus, we have a great
selection of new products for the
holiday season!

Practical Goods
For Natural Living

2498 Willamette St.  349-0556
532 Olive St. « 342-6820
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM

SUN 10AM-5PM
www.home2garden.com

SATURDAY
AT 9AM!
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JANUARY 25
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Get Tickets At Tickets available at all wameser,outlets, including G.1. Joe's, Fred Meyer locations and the Rosegarden ticket office.
Charge by phone: (503) 224-4400. All dates, acts, and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. A service charge is added to
each ticket price. American Express Membership Rewards® Points now accepted for all concert tickets. Visa, MC accepted. Disabled
seating available at all ticket centers. Eight ticket limit per person. Produced by Bill Graham Presents.

Www.eligeneweekLy.com
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