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Eugene's whitewater rodeo will be quite a show.

T his weekend dozens of whitewater
kayakers will gather on the
McKenzie River at a spot just out-
side of Eugene to compete in one of the most
exciting and fun-to-watch events in the sport:
a whitewater rodeo.

We’re not talking horses and cowboys
here. To kayakers, a rodeo is a competitive
event on the water.

If you’ve never had the chance to see a
whitewater rodeo, don’t miss this. Even peo-
ple who don’t kayak can appreciate the tech-
nically difficult and impressive tricks the
competitors pull off.

boat pushes the nose down so the boat stands
on end. Right at that moment, the kayaker
pushes back, then tucks forward, doing a
somersault. If all goes well, the boat will
complete a forward flip and the kayaker will
land upright.

Dramatic changes in whitewater boat de-
sign over the last decade or so have made
tricks like loops possible and spawned a new
breed of whitewater kayaker: the playboater,
whose focus is playing and having fun.
You’re more likely to find a serious play-
boater hanging out working on tricks in a
hole than running an eight-mile stretch of

“You'll see some amazing athletes out there.
Some of the things they can do these days

in the new boats, it's just incredible to watch.”
- Guy Santiago, Oregon River Sports

Guy Santiago, co-owner of Oregon River
Sports, started the Redsides Rodeo along
with local kayaker Jason Bates back in 1996.
Last year, they didn’t hold the event so offi-
cially, this is the eighth one.

“It’s like gymnastics in the water,”
Santiago says. “You’ll see some amazing ath-
letes out there. Some of the things they can do
these days in the new boats, it’s just incredi-
ble to watch.”

It all starts with a spot on the river called a
hole, where water drops quickly and then re-
circulates back on itself. That makes it possi-
ble for someone in a kayak to get into that
spot and stay there instead of washing down-
stream.

Competitors paddle into the hole and stay
there as long as they can, pulling a series of
tricks with names like loops, cartwheels,
blunts and roundhouses.

In a loop, the kayaker points the boat up-
stream in a hole and dips the nose of the boat
in the water. The pressure on the front of the

whitewater. The kayakers who will be com-
peting this weekend are some of the best
playboaters in the Northwest.

But put the whitewater river runners and
the playboaters together and they still only
make up about 6 percent of the total paddling
market. So manufacturers are moving re-
sources (that means cash and product develop-
ment) to the more popular, moneymaking parts
of the sport such as sea and touring kayaks.

“Rodeos are dying,” Santiago says.
“Every year it’s gotten harder and harder to
get sponsorships for the Redsides Rodeo.”

The irony is that the tricks playboaters can
do are more technical, demanding and com-
plex now than ever before. So spectators will
get quite a show this weekend with the best of
the best showing up.

Oregon River Sports will host the
Redsides Rodeo Saturday and Sunday at
Redsides, Highway 126, milepost 43 on the
McKenzie River. For more info or to register
call 334-0696. ew
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Did you know...

we design and manufacture our Tencel
and rayon clothing right here in Eugene?

1416 Willamette * 687-9175 ¢« www.zonaclothes.com

Silky Tencel crepe |
Betsy Blouse
in 65 colors
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Native Plant O\fursery

Fall is a great time to plant.

Native Containerized Plants, Trees, Shrubs,
Ground Covers & Wildflowers

484-9206

By Appt.

83331 JACKSON MARLOW RD.  EUGENE

WE BUY USED TEXTS AND OTHER
GOOD BOOKS ALL YEAR LONG
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CAMPUS - East 13th and Alder
DOWNTOWN - East 5th and Willamette

Our nursery is packed full with fresh, locally
grown perennials, shrubs, herbs and fall
veggie starts. Come in and check out our
great selection of:

* Blueberries

* Clematis (evergreen and deciduous)

* Daphne

* Hardy Clumping Bamboo

¢ Unique Trees & Shrubs

¢ Vines

And remember our freshly brewed compost
tea is available every Saturday.

HOME, GARDEN & GIFT

Practical Goods
For Natural Living

2498 Willamette St. » 349-0556
532 Olive St. » 342-6820
MON-FRI 10AM-6PM

SAT 9AM-6PM & SUN 10AM-5PM

www.home2garden.com EUGENE

Www.eugeneweekLy.com
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