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THE MONEY IS NOT THERE

State asks city taxpayers to take responsibility for parkway.
By Alan Pittman

hen developers and their friends were pushing to pass the West Eugene
Parkway (WEP) back in 2001, they repeatedly promised the project would not
involve city taxpayer money.

“The state will build and maintain it,” one ad in The Register-Guard claimed as
fact. “It is not the responsibility of the city of Eugene.” The ad listed the names of 13
conservative local elected officials backing its statements, including Eugene Mayor
Jim Torrey.

Another ad proclaimed “THE MONEY IS THERE” and featured Torrey’s photo
with the quotation, “The state has the money to fund the West Eugene Parkway and is
committed to pay for it — all of it.”

But now those campaign claims are in doubt. The Oregon
Department of Transportation has asked the city of Eugene and Lane
County to agree to accept that ODOT will “jurisdictionally transfer”
the eastern half of the WEP to the city and county. ODOT wants the
transfer to circumvent state and federal requirements that new
highways they fund not be quickly clogged with traffic as ODOT
now projects the eastern WEP will be.

Such a transfer of jurisdiction raises questions about who will
pay to build and maintain the transferred highway. “Who pays for

Eugene officials have complained for years that with a $90 million maintenance
backlog, the city doesn’t have enough money to maintain the streets it has now.

The Eugene City Council will take up the issue of the parkway MOU next
Wednesday, Sept. 22 at noon.

The question of whether city taxpayers would be stuck paying for the WEP was a
hot issue during the campaign three years ago. Opponents questioned where the
money would come from and whether city taxpayers would be hit with the bill. A
$120,000 ad campaign by development interests pushed the WEP advisory vote to a
narrow victory.

In 2001, the state estimated the WEP would cost $88 million in 1997 dollars.
Now that estimate has reached $111 million in 1997 dollars. Adjusting for inflation,
that figure translates to at least $131 million in current money. So far, the state has
committed only $17 million for the project.

With WEP costs continuing to spiral, Zako says the city should get clear informa-
tion from ODOT on who will pay for building and maintaining the freeway before
signing any MOU. ODOT is asking the city to “say yes now and we’ll figure out later
what you said yes to,” he says.

Besides who will pay, the jurisdiction transfer also raises a host of other unan-

swered questions about a freeway that’s been mired in decades of controversy over
urban sprawl, fiscal waste and destroying wetlands.

* The new council and mayor coming in
January appear to have a majority opposed to
the project and may repeal any agreements to
build the freeway that lame duck conservatives
make.

* City jurisdiction could allow multiple dri-

the costs?” Lane County staff asked in a memo to commissioners.
The state’s proposed memorandum of understanding (MOU)
agreement does not commit the state to cover all construction
overruns or maintenance costs. Normally, the city and county pay
for the construction and maintenance of streets that they jurisdic-
tionally control.

Rob Zako of 1000 Friends of Oregon says ODOT’s pro-
posed jurisdictional transfer is a “direct contradiction” of the
proponents’ campaign claims about the WEP. “The voters were
told one thing and now we’re being offered something else,”
Zako says. “The state may build it, but they’re only going to
maintain half of it.”
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veways and businesses on the freeway making it
7{ as clogged as West 11th.

* ODOT earlier rejected proposals to build
streets under city jurisdiction instead of the WEP
} because it said the project required a state high-
way.

* Can ODOT legally build a freeway
through a rare wetlands park?

* When, if ever, will the rest of the money
for the project come? Does it make sense to
spend millions on a section of a road to nowhere?
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Darin J. Ward DDS PC, racp

Fellow of the Academy of General Dentistry

Health Centered Dentistry N
300 Country Club Rd. Ste. 290 ¢ Eugene, OR 97401

At Health Centered Dentistry, we focus on your overall wellness. By tak-
ing a holistic approach and arranging for health rather than merely treating
disease, we offer an opportunity to restore your oral health to its optimum.

We look at the whole picture, consider sys-
temic health and underlying factors, and
take steps to perfect your smile while pre-
venting problems before they occur. Friendly
faces welcome you in a relaxing, stress-free
environment to ensure you are as comfort-
able as possible.

Call today and experience the benefits we
offer with the extraordinary people and
unique setting only Health Centered
Dentistry can provide.

(541) 686-2441

“FALL STONE SALE

PRECUT DIMENSIONAL
STONE
Butf & Blue lce Indian Sandstone - 15% OFF

Permsylvania Variegated & Tumbled
Bluestone - 10% OFF

Granite Arched Bridges & Slabs - 20% OFF

STONE FURNITURE
& GARDEN ART

Entire Selection of Granite
Benches - Up to 30% OFF

Round Granite Tables 4, 5" or 6°

RANDOM FLAGSTONE
Mica Quartzite all colors - 10% OFF
New Mexico Buff Sandstone - 20 OFF
Hazelnut - 25% OFF

Colorado Red Tumbled - 30% OFF
Assorted Closeouts up to - 50% OFF

WALLSTONE

Mica Quartzite ledge-all colors - 10% OFF
Tumbled Granite - asst. colors - 30% OFF
Camas & BC SplitBasalt- 20% OFF

Asst. Closeouts up to 50% OFF ielmdloice - $499 each
Granite Spheres w/pedestals - 20% OFF
COLUMNS & BOULDERS )apanese Post Lanterns 36

Select Basalt Columns - 25% OFF Reg.$165-SALE:$140

FeatherRock - 25% OFF

Home of the
pond-less AN AVALANCHE WE
water feature OF SAVINGS DELIVER!

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
65 ROSS LANE, EUGENE (orr River ave)

607-9041
PACIFIC
HWY 34 AT TEXAS ST. (asanv/corvaLLIS)
STOMESCAPE 928-7678

*SALE RUNS THRU OCTOBER 2*
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