
T
here’s one really important thing

Jennifer Woodruff wants a reporter

to know: “I know nothing about the

fire.”

The fire in question was in the spring of

2001, the second arson at a Romania car deal-

ership in Eugene, lit by someone ostensibly

intending to support activists Jeffrey “Free”

Luers and Craig “Critter” Marshall as they

were prosecuted for torching Romania vehi-

cles two years earlier.

Knowing nothing about the fire is impor-

tant to Woodruff — a single mother living in

the Whiteaker with her 9-and-a-half-year-old

son — because any week know she expects a

grand jury to force her to answer questions

about it. More to the point, the grand jury can

also compel her to disclose any details it

wants about her law-abiding friends in a se-

cret proceeding, without her lawyer present.

If she refuses, she could face half a year in

jail, separated from her son, potentially los-

ing her housing and her job. 

Grand juries meet in secret to gather evi-

dence in support of officially indicting some-

one for a crime. The secrecy is intended to

protect both witnesses and those erroneously

thought to be involved with the crime. 

But grand juries also have been used

throughout their history as a secretive, threat-

ening weapon against activists — on causes

ranging from peace and independence to the

environmental and animal rights movements.

Activists subpoenaed to appear before the ju-

ries find themselves faced with the choice of

relinquishing their right to privacy and free

political association or months of jail time for

contempt of court.

“We’re living in a time period when big

brother is attempting to get stronger and

stronger, and will cloak itself in as much le-

gitimacy as it can,” say Lauren Regan, local

attorney and executive director of the

Eugene-based Civil Liberties Defense
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Secret Weapon
Citizens fear predatory grand jury investigations.
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‘THEY COME IN AND THEY CIRCLE YOU, 
AND THEN THEY NUDGE YOU AND SEE HOW YOU REACT. 

THEN THEY RETREAT, 
AND THEN THEY COME IN FOR THE 

KILL.’
— JENNIFER WOODRUFF
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