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Corvallis has got a bit of the Cascades in the

Coast Range.

xcept for the ubiquitous clearcuts,
E the Coast Range is an almost uni-

form carpet of dense Douglas fir
and hemlock forests, clinging to the sides of
steep ravines and the tops of narrow ridges.
The Cascades have got their share of fir
forests, too, but also alpine forests, glaciers,
lakes, meadows and more.

The Coast Range imitates the Cascades
on Mary’s Peak, that large block-like moun-
tain that looms over Corvallis to the west.
The mountain, which is the tallest point in
the Coast Range, is just a little more than an
hour from Eugene.

You can drive almost to the top of the
mountain. To get to the upper trailhead and
a short half-mile walk to the summit, take
Hwy. 99 north from Eugene for approxi-
mately 35 miles. At the outskirts of
Corvallis, take Hwy. 20 west, then stay to
the left onto Hwy 34 for approximately 9
miles. Turn right onto the Mary’s Peak
Road and follow it until it dead ends in a
large parking lot.

A much more interesting route to the top is
the Meadow Edge Trail, which you’ll find by
turning into the Mary’s Peak Campground,
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8.8 miles from the junction with Hwy. 34.
Stay to the left as you enter and find the trail-
head in a picnic area. After a couple hundred
yards, the trail splits — stay to the left here
and at the trail split near the top on your way
back down to make the loop.

The two major attractions of this route
— both of them rare in the Coast Range —
are an amazing stand of old-growth noble
fir and meadows that are choked with wild-
flowers in late May and early June.

Mary’s Peak is a sort of Noah’s Ark in a
complicated Kalapuya legend in which the
trickster Coyote floods the entire Willamette
Valley, leaving just the top of the mountain
as a refuge for plant species that aren’t found
anywhere else in the Coast Range.

It’s likely that much of the rest of the
Coast Range resembled Mary’s Peak during
colder periods thousands of years ago. As
the climate warmed, ice age species retreat-
ed to the top of the 4,000-ft. peak.

On a clear day, the summit offers views
from the coast to the Three Sisters, and the
best panorama of the Willamette Valley
anywhere. It’s a Cascades-like view, on the
doorstep of Corvallis. oW
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Full Bar

Organic Cafée Mam
Coffee

Organic Menu

Lunch & Dinner

Wireless Internet

Locally Owned
& Opernted

Your McKenzie River
ADVENTURE SOURCE

" — RAFT & KAYAK RENTALS

Em“ WHITEWATER TRIPS
RIVER CENTER FISHING TRIPS
... FLY FISHING CLASSES

Located on the McKenzie River, next to Mom’s Pies

FREE RAFT DELIVERY & PICK UP!

Adventure River Genter

49701 McKenzie Hwy, Blue River, Oregon
www.AdventureRiverCenter.com e 822-3888

efore You Buy Us!

+ 12 months with no initiation fee.

* Limited number of
memberships being offered.

* Free golf privileges at 17 other
Oregon courses.

* Full service clubhouse with
lounge & restaurant.

In Progress:
* State of the art irrigation system.

* Short game practice facility.
* 4 new USGA greens.
* 2 new holes.

CASTLE MEGASTORE & W7wvid/

are proud to present Adult Superstar...

FRIDAY,
May 21st:
5pm to 9pm !
Springfield |
3270 Gateway St

541-988-9226 | \

SPRINGFIELD STORE HOURS:
Sunday thru Wednesday 8am - 2am
Thursday thru Saturday Open 24 Hours

SPRINGFIELD - 3270 GATEWAY ST - 541.988.9226

WWw.eligeneweekLy.com
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