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Patrick Wilson, Billy Bob
Thornton and Jason Patric
star in The Alamo.

Texas History Lesson

A cautionary tale with human faces

THE ALAMO: Directed by John Lee Hancock. Written
by Leslie Bohem, Stephen Gaghan, John Lee Hancock.
Produced by Mark Johnson, Ron Howard. Executive produc-
ers Todd Hallowell, Philip Steuer. Cinematography, Dean
Semler. Production design, Michael Corenblith. Editor, Eric
L. Beason. Costumes, Daniel Orlandi. Music, Carter Burwell.
Starring Dennis Quaid, Billy Bob Thornton, Jason Patric,
Patrick Wilson, Emilio Echevarria, Jordi Molla. Touchstone
Pictures. Buena Vista Pictures Distribution, 2004. PG-13.137
minutes.

large-scale historical film, The
Alamo didn’t have a chance on

Easter weekend against Passion of

the Christ. This deliberate, solemn evocation
of the famous 1836 battle that pitted a few
embattled warriors for independence against
a well-equipped, armed occupation force de-
serves a wider viewing than it may attract.

Co-writer and director John Lee Hancock
grew up in the Gulf Coast Texas town where [
lived in fourth grade. I heard the story of the
Alamo throughout my public school educa-
tion in Texas, where the study of Texas his-
tory is required. But if what you know about
the battle is based on John Wayne’s 1960
movie version, you may expect grandstand-
ing, mythic heroics and jingoistic posturing.
But Hancock has done his homework, and
while he may have taken the gloss off the
great names, he has made credible the sacri-
fice of their lives.

Early in the story, Gen. Sam Houston
(Dennis Quaid), a troubled, hard-drinking
military man, sends Jim Bowie (Jason Patric)
and his ragtag band of irregular soldiers, back
to San Antonio de Bexar (pronounced bay-
are) to tear down the Alamo before the
Mexican Army led by Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna (Emilio Echevarria) returns to
occupy it. These guys do a lot of drinking,
Bowie in particular. He swaggers about wear-
ing the long knife that made him famous,
even though he is quite ill with tuberculosis.

On the other hand, Lt. Col. William Travis
(Patrick Wilson) has been sent to guard the
Alamo and to stand there against Santa Anna.
Travis is a bit thin-lipped and definitely a
dandy, which does not help him win the alle-
giance of Bowie’s men. But as his illness
takes its toll, Bowie urges his men to follow
Travis, who acquits himself in their eyes in a
simple act of bravery.

Capt. Juan Seguin (Jordi Molla) is the
leader of the Tejanos in the Alamo. He raises
the moral questions about the war against the

Mexicans. Tejanos are the Mexicans long
settled in what eventually becomes Texas.
They fought for independence from Mexico
before the Anglos, called Texians, took up the
cause. Travis sends Seguin to Houston with
an urgent message before the attack.

Now add to this mix the Tennessee leg-
end, Davy Crockett (Billy Bob Thornton),
who enlivens all the men and gives them a
hero to emulate. Crockett takes the limelight
with both modesty and style, truly winning
over their hearts with his fiddling. You can’t
watch anyone else if Thornton is on screen.
This charismatic character is right for him in
some endearing fashion.

The film’s poignancy comes
from the human way the
characters are portrayed.
I don’t trust heroes.

Unlike most reviewers, I find a lot to like
in the movie. It is not an action-packed war
film, and that is good in my book. Crockett
understands that his actions are influential,
and while he doesn’t look forward to dying in
the mission any more than any soldier pres-
ent, he accepts his responsibility to be clear
about why they are fighting and to keep up
the men’s morale. The film’s poignancy
comes from the human way the characters are
portrayed. The actors’ understated perform-
ances add to the emotional quality of the
work for me. I don’t trust heroes.

The actual siege of the Alamo took place
over 12 days, but on March 6, when the
Mexican army advanced, the fighting was
over in 90 minutes. All 189 Texian and
Tejano defenders fell before Santa Anna’s
2,500 men, of whom several hundred were
killed.

As the film shows, the fight for Texas in-
dependence was not over. Spurred on by calls
to “Remember the Alamo,” recruits volun-
teered and were sent against the remainder of
the Mexican army. The decisive victory was
won by Gen. Houston in the Battle of San
Jacinto, where a tall monument now honors
them.

The Alamo, now playing in Cinema World
and Cinemark, is highly reccommended. 6W
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The Best

CONNIE & CARLA PG13
12:00, 2:25, 5:00, 7:45, 10:20

THE PUNISHER R

12:35, 1:05, 3:35, 4:20, 7:05, 7:35,
10:05, 10:35

KILL BILL2 R

1%:10, 2:15, 3:25, 6:30, 705, 9:45,
10:15

THE ALAMO PG13
12:05, 3:20, 7:15, 10:30

ELLA ENCHANTED PG
1:15, 3:50, 7:10, 9:40

WHOLE TEN YARDS
1:565, 4:30, 7:50, 10:25

GIRL NEXT DOOR R
12:55, 3:40, 7:30, 10:15

THE PRINCE AND ME PG|
1:10, 3:55, 7:20, 10:10

WALKING TALL PG 13
12:20, 2:45, 5:15, 7:55, 10:25

INEAR®

Se€eat In

CINEMARK - SPRINGFIELD

Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 746-5202 - 4/16-4/22 &

Digital Sound in ALL Auditoriums
PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT CINEMARK.COM

Town

HELLBOY PG13
1%%{5) 3:45, [7:10], 9:20,10:05,

HgME ON THE RANGE
P
12:15, 2:30, 4:45, 7:00, 9:15

SCOOBY DOO 2 PG
1:35, 4:05, 6:55

JERSEY GIRL PG13
1:20,7:20

THE LADYKILLERS R
1:25,4:10, 7:15, 9:55

THE PASSION OF
CHRIST R

1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00

JOHNSON FAMILY
VACATION PG13
4:15,10:00

SNEAK PREVIEW: 13
GOING ON 30
SATURDAY ONLY 7:00

[INOT ON SATURDAY

*NO PASSES/NO SUPERSAVERS

MOVIES 12 - SPRINGFIELD

Gateway Mall - Beltine @ Gateway 741-1231 - 4/16-4/22 &

Bargain Shows: $1.50 - Early Bird:

1.00 - Wednesday all shows: §1.00

AGENT CODY BANKS 2:
DESTINATION LONDON

PG
[11:45], 2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:50
ALONG CAME POLLY
PG13
[11:50], 5:05, 10:25

BIG FISH PG13
[12:05], 3:05, 6:40, 9:40

BUTTERFLY EFFECT R
[11:30], 2:10, 4:50, 7:40, 10:20

CHEAPER BY THE
DOZEN PG
[11:20], 1:55, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30

CONFESSIONS OF A
TEENAGE DRAMA
QUEEN PG

[12:15], 2:35, 4:50, 7:10, 9:25

DAWN OF THE DEAD R
[12:00], 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 9:55

DIRTY DANCING:
HAVANA NIGHTS PR13
[11:25], 2:05, 4:35, 7:05, 9:35

II;ORD OF THE RINGS
[11:15], 3:30, 7:45

MASTER AND COMMAN-
DER PG13
[11:55], 3:00, 6:45, 10:00

MYSTIC RIVER R
[11:40], 3:10. 6:50, 10:00

SPARTAN R
2:25,7:50

YOU GOT SERVED PG13
[11:35], 2:20, 4:55, 7:20, 9:45

[1FRI, SAT, SUN. ONLY

STEREO SURROUND SOUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS

4-DAY ADVANCE TICKET SALES - NO PASSES -NO SUPERSAVERS

SHOWTIMES AVAILABLE AT CINEMARK.COM

REGAL CINEMAS

A REG
DIG = DIGITAL SOUND

AL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP COMPANY

BARGAIN SHOWS IN ()

* Pass / Discount Ticket Restrictions Apply

Maonday-Biscount Shows All Day exciuting +* Fims
& ADVANCE TICKETS AT FANDANGO.COM & 800-FANDANGO

CINEMA WORLD 8 - EUGENE

Valley River Center

THE ALAMO (PG-13) DIG % v/

HELLBOY (PG-13) DIG

HOME ON THE RANGE (PG) DIG

THE ALAMO (PG-13) DIGV/
HELLBOY (PG-13) DIG

Times For 4/16 - 4/18

KILL BILL, VOLUMEII (R) - ID REQ'D DiGv/

THE PUNISHER (R) - ID REQ'D DIGV

THE GIRL NEXT DOOR (R) - ID REQ'D DIG % v/

WHOLE TEN YARDS (PG-13)DiGv" (1210 235 455) 725 945

LADYKILLERS (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1220 245 510) 740 1005
ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND (R) - ID REQ'D

DIG (1200 230 500) 730 1000
ALBANY 7 541-928-7469
Next to Fred Meyer BOD-FANDANGO 3094
CONNIE & CARLA (PG-13)DiGv (1145 220 455) 730 1005
ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND (R) - ID REQ'D
DIG 955
KILL BILL, VOLUME Il (R) - ID REQ'D DIGV (1230 345) 700
1015
ELLA ENCHANTED (PG) DIGV/ (1205 225 450) 720 945
THE GIRL NEXT DOOR (R) - ID REQ'D DIG % v/ (1155 230

WHOLE TEN YARDS (PG-13)DiGv” (1200 235 515) 750 1025

PASSION OF THE CHRIST (R) - ID REQ'D DIG

935
9TH ST. CINEMAS 4  541.928-7469
Behind Skippers 9th St B00-FANDANGO 3124
13 GOING ON 30 (PG-13) DIG Sat. 700 PM
KILL BILL, VOLUME Il (R) - ID REQ'D DIGV (1230 345) 720

1020

THE PUNISHER (R) - ID REQ'D DIGV/

©2004

541-342-6536
(1240 415) 715

1015
(1215 310) 705 1010
(1145 300) 700 955

(1150 220
450) 720 950

(1230 315) 650 940

505) 740 1015

(110 310 510) 710
(120 405) 650

(1250 400) 700 950
(110 410) 710 1010

Fri., Sun. (100 420) 725 1000

Sat. (100 420) 1000

www.AEGmovies.com

| g\\ [

® 492 E. 13th 686-2458 ®

For the week of April 16th!
Sign-up for our weekly WebPage Update!
www.bijou-cinemas.com

T THE BLEEP DO WE KNOW!?
"“How Far Down the Rabbit Hole of
Mysteriousness Do You Want to Go?"
Are you ready for a film that combines multi-dimensional
visual effects and animation, a dramatic story and interviews
[ with leading scientists and mystics?
This is the film people are talking about and coming back to
see again and again.
A tour through the inner workings of the Universe, and, You!

Paul Bettany Willem Dafoe Brian Cox

"Moving, gripping, and powerful, suspenseful,
stylish, and literate" — Gregory Weinkauf, NEW TIMES

SPIKE & MIKES ADULTS ONLY!

‘HCK&TWIA%TED

KE & MIKE'S ~ ADULTS ONLY!
10K & TW S M‘ED ANIMATION

= Frl Sat, & Sun 11:15Dm  Soon: GREENDALE (Nefl Young)
..'Lord of the Flles meets ‘Survivor' with guns...”

attle Royale

Fri. Sat, & Sun 11:35 pm  Soon: TOKY0 GODFATHERS

Coming Attractions Theatres

= No Passes/Group Tickets
Bargain Shows Before 5 pm

SCHEDULE FOR 4/16-4/22 - [ ] FRIDAY-SUNDAY ONLY
ARVARD CINEMAS 3161 v Harvard - Roseburg + 673-6604

*PUNISHER - R (1110) 3:50 6:35 9:15
*ALAMO - PG-13 (12:30) 3:20 6:10 9:00
DISNEY'S HOME ON THE RANGE - PG
3:00) 4:55 7:.00

PASSION OF THE CHRIST - R 850

(1:00

STARTS 4/23: JENNIFER GARNER IN "13 GOING
ON 30"

ROSEBURG CINEMA 7 1750 nw Hughwood - 673-6604

*KILL BILL, VOLUME 2 - R (1:00) 3:50 6:30 9:10
*13 GOING ON 30 - PG-13 SNEAK PREVIEW SAT,
APRIL 17TH @ 7:00 ONLY

*ELLA ENCHANTED - PG (1:40) 410 6:20 8:30
*WHOLE TEN YARDS - PG-13 (1:50) 4:20 6:35
8:50

*GIRL NEXT DOOR - R (2:00) 4:30 7:10 9:30
HELLBOY - PG-13 (1:20) 4:00 *6:45 9:20

(*NO 6:45 SHOWING ON SAT DUE TO SNEAK)
PRINCE AND ME - PG (1:10) 3:40 6:10 8:40
WALKING TALL - PG-13 (12:50 2:50) 4:50 7:00
9:00

LADYKILLERS - R 6:00 8

SCOOBY DOO 2: MONSTERS UNLEASED - PG
(1:05) 3:30

STARTS 4/23: DENZEL WASHINGTON IN ‘MAN
ON FIRE"

aAVALON

@ CINEMA

b “Omar Sharif
certainly doesn't
disappoint in

Monsieur Ibrahim.

ARIM

—— AlIso playing as a separate admisssion
Directed by Bernardo Bertolucci

THE DREAMERS

This isn't one of those old “adults only” movies. This is,
simly, a movie only for adults - - and worthy of their

attention and debate.

$6.50 General * $5.50 Student ¢ $4.50 SC, Matinee & Wed.

7952-4161=

avaloncinema.com

Www.elgeneweekLy.com
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