
THE TRIPLETS OF BELLEVILLE (France,
2003):: Written and directed by Sylvain Chomet.
Produced by Didier Brunner, Paul Cadieux. Direct ani-
mation, special effects and 3D compositing, Pieter
Van Houte. Animation Supervisor, Jean-Christophe
Lie. Music, Benoit Cherest. Production Design, Evgeni
Tomov. Voices: Jean-Claude Donda, Michel Robin,
Monica Viegas. Production Company, Les Armateurs.
Sony Pictures Classics, 2003. PG-13. 80 minutes.
Official 2003 selection at Cannes, Telluride and
Toronto Film Festivals. 2003 Academy Award nomina-
tions: Best animated feature and original song.

I
f you’ve seen trailers or television ads for

this highly-rated French film, you

already know that it does not resemble a

Pixar or Disney animated feature. The

genius behind The Triplets of Belleville is

writer, director Sylvain Chomet, whose

whimsical take on perspective lends itself to

the skewed architecture that looms over the

bizarre figures, who populate the strange

and wonderful story.

The film opens on a black-and-white

musical revue set in Paris of the late 1930s

as a trio of singing sisters croon into a

microphone, followed by the outlandish

dancer and singer Josephine Baker and Fred

Astaire, who is savaged by his own tap

shoes. Les Triplettes de Belleville anchor

the program, singing the close melodies

with the syncopated rhythms of the era.

And then, fuzzy, linear static com-

mences, and the television screen goes dead

in the bedroom of an old woman, Madame

Souza, who lives with her grandson in a

house about to fall in on them. The child,

known as Champion, takes little interest in

the piano his grandmother encourages him

to play. Madame gets the boy a puppy,

which makes both of them happy, and a tri-

cycle that he rides around and around the

small yard, while the pup chases his own

tail in tiny circles. 

Although the whole picture contains

very few lines of dialogue that can be

understood and no subtitles, the images and

music are quite enchanting. And true to the

fairy tale tradition, enchantment includes

glimpses into the darkness. Only ambient

sounds, sighs and grunts keep the film

grounded in any kind of human reality.

I loved many things about this film, but

Bruno the dog is a character close to my

heart. I particularly love his black-and-

white dreams of being hauled across a rail-

way trestle on top of a train car. Bruno

grows from an active pup into a dog of

unknown breeding and indeterminate shape

in the old woman’s 1950s-era house, where

he lopes up the stairs day and night when

the train passes by an upstairs window. And

there he sits, barking like mad at the blasé

passengers. His great mass apparently bone-

less, Bruno slides down the stairs rather like

a large blob of pudding, achieving a giddy

headlong rush there at the end. When the

dog and old woman stay at the home of the

triplets in Belleville, Bruno performs the

same job, barking away at intruders who

ride the train past the window. I found the

recurring sound of his bark familiar and

reassuring. 

Champion has also grown from a round

boy to a dedicated cyclist with overdevel-

oped leg muscles and a face grown sharp-

edged from riding into the wind. He has

only one goal: to win the Tour de France.

Madame Souza’s whistle calls him back to

that goal whenever his will falters. 

The characters settle into the big city of

Belleville aka New York City (the corpulent

Statue of Liberty gives it away). Once the

French mafia kidnappers who took

Champion have been identified, the stage is

set for a delirious chase scene. The city sky-

line includes a huge bottle of wine set atop

a building, and fast cars round corners as

brief messages flash from their bumpers. I

read one that I thought said “In Vino

Veritas.” The way the pursued “car” rounds

corners is a sight gag too slight to spoil here.  

France takes its lumps in the film’s satir-

ic look at post-WWII icons such as Charles

de Gualle, while the U.S. seems to be popu-

lated solely by truly obese men, women and

boy scouts. Uniformly excellent, The

Triplets of Belleville opens Friday, Feb. 13

at the Bijou. Highest recommendations. ew

FEBRUARY  12, 2004 23

S
O

N
Y

 P
IC

T
U

R
E

S
 C

L
A

S
S

IC
S

, 
2

0
0

3
.

BY LOIS WADSWORTH

Sly Genius
Cunning, eccentric characters.

Madame Souza and her dog, Bruno.
492 E. 13th   686-2458
For the week of February 13th!

4:45, 7:00 & 9:20 Night ly
Sat & Sun Mat 2:25

PG-135:30, 7:20 & 9:10 Nightly
Sat & Sun Mat 2:00 & 3:45

BIJOU LATENITE Fr-Sat $5 Su $4

Fri, Sat, & Sun 11:40 pm   

Fri, Sat, & Sun 11:00 pm

R

miles davis: live in munich

 A CLOCKWORK ORANGE

Next: PRINCESS BRIDE

MONSTER

CHARLIZE THERON CHRISTINA RICCI

BASED ON A 

TRUE STORY

ACADEMY AWARD NOMINEE
Best Actress—Charlize Theron

GOLDEN GLOBE WINNER
Best Actress—CharlizeTheron

R

coming:  
FOG OF WAR

2 Academy Award Nominations 

Triplets of 
Belleville

Best Animated Feature Fi lm 
Best Song "The Triplets of Belleville" 

coming:
T IBET:  CRY OF THE 

SNOW SNOW LION

PG-13

Next: ICHI THE KILLER

latenite jazz!

Stanley Kubrick's chilling classic-—

"slick and groovy! a spiritual experience!"

See the Academy Awards on the BIG Screen!
$10 Advance t ickets on sale now!  No-hos t  beer  &  
w ine—snacks—auct ions—glamorous  fun !  See you there!  

Proceeds  go  to  Greenh i l l  Humane Soc ie ty  and  Womenspace

Adv. Tix on Sale PASSION OF THE CHRIST (R) - ID REQ'D ★

CATCH THAT KID (PG) DIG ★ ✔ (1215 230 445) 710 930

50 FIRST DATES (PG-13) DIG ✔ (1210 235 505) 730 955

MIRACLE (PG) DIG ✔ Fri. & Sat.  (1230 340) 700 1000

Sun.  (340) 700 1000

GIRL WITH PEARL EARRING (PG-13) DIG (1220 245 510) 740

1010

CITY OF GOD (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1200 315) 655 1005

BOOK OF MORMON: JOURNEY (NR) DIG (1140 335) 645 935

LOST IN TRANSLATION (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1150 225 450)

720 950

LORD OF RINGS: RETURN OF THE KING (PG-13) DIG (1130

330) 745

WELCOME TO MOOSEPORT (PG-13) DIG ★ ✔ Sun.  700

50 FIRST DATES (PG-13) DIG ✔ (1200 230 500) 730 1000

BIG FISH (PG-13) DIG (135 425) 720 1010

LORD OF RINGS: RETURN OF THE KING (PG-13) DIG (1205

355) 750

CATCH THAT KID (PG) DIG ★ ✔ Fri. & Sat.  (1210 220 445)

700 915

Sun.  (1210 220 445) 915

MIRACLE (PG) DIG ✔ (1240 345) 710 1020

BUTTERFLY EFFECT (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (130 410) 650 935

ALONG CAME POLLY (PG-13) DIG (1220 240 510) 740 950

Call Theatre for Showtimes

©2004Times For 2/13 - 2/15

AVALON
CC II NN EE MM AA

2nd & Jackson • Corvallis

752-4161
avaloncinema.com

v

m

DOLBY STEREO SURROUND SOUND

$6.50 General • $5.50 Student • $4.50 SC, Matinee & Wed.

Call or log on for showtimes%%
SIGN UP
FOR WEEKLY 

EMAILS!

RR

PG-13

“A movie perfectly written for the

look of William H. Macy.”

“A sophisticated, wholly original brand of animated

storytelling that manages to be at once deliriously

eccentric and deliciously sinister.”

Alec Balwin 

William H. Macy in

THE TRIPLETS OF BELLEVILLE

THE COOLER
Also playing as a separate admission

CINEMARK - SPRINGFIELD
Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 746-5202 - 2/13-2/19

Digital Sound in ALL Auditoriums
PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT CINEMARK.COM

STEREO SURROUND SOUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS
4-DAY ADVANCE TICKET SALES - NO PASSES -NO SUPERSAVERS

SHOWTIMES AVAILABLE AT CINEMARK.COM

Bargain Shows: $1.50 - Early Bird: $1.00 - Wednesday all shows: $1.00

Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 741-1231 - 2/13-2/19

MOVIES 12 - SPRINGFIELD

BROTHER BEAR G
[11:55], 2:20, 4:35, 6:55, 9:15

CAT IN THE HAT PG
[12:05], 2:35, 4:45

ELF PG
[12:00], 2:25, 4:50, 7:20, 9:45

GOTHIKA R
[12:10], 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:10

LOVE ACTUALLY R
7:05, 10:05

LOVE DON’T COST A
THING PG13
[11:30], 1:55, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30

MONA LISA SMILE PG13
[11:15], 2:00, 4:45, 7:30, 10:15

PETER PAN PG
[11:15], 1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:50

SCHOOL OF ROCK PG13
[11:25] 2:05, 4:40, 7:25, 10:00

STUCK ON YOU PG13
[11:30], 2:15, 5:00, 7:50, 10:35

THE HAUNTED MAN-
SION PG
[11:35], 2:00, 4:25, 6:50, 9:25

TIMELINE PG13
[11:20], 2:10, 4:55, 7:35, 10:20

UNDER THE TUSCAN
SUN PG13
[11:45], 2:30, 5:05, 7:45, 10:25

[ ] FRIDAY THROUGH SUNDAY
ONLY

*NO PASSES/NO SUPERSAVERS

50 FIRST DATES PG13
11:35, 12:45, 1:25, 2:05, 3:25, 4:00,
4:45, 6:30, 7:05, 7:40, 9:05, 9:40, 10:25

MONSTER R
11:00, 1:40, 4:25, 7:45, 10:30

MIRACLE PG
11:25, 12:05, 2:40, 3:20, 6:25, 7:00,
9:35, 10:10

CATCH THAT KID PG
11:40, 2:10, 4:40, [7:40], 10:10

BARBER SHOP 2 PG13
11:10, 1:50, 4:35, 7:45, 10:20

PERFECT SCORE PG13
3:50, 9:40

YOU GOT SERVED  PG13
11:30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:30, 10:05

BUTTERFLY EFFECT R
12:50, 3:40, 4:20, 7:10, 10:00

ALONG CAME POLLY
PG13
12:00, 2:25, 5:05, 7:35, 10:00

MYSTIC RIVER R
11:50, 3:10, 6:55, 10:05

LORD OF THE RINGS
PG13
1:00, 5:15, 9:45

BIG FISH PG13
12:30, 3:30, 7:20, 10:20

COLD MOUNTAIN R
11:15, 2:45, 6:45, 10:15

CHEAPER BY THE
DOZEN PG
1:10, 7:00

SOMETHING’S GOTTA
GIVE*  PG13
3:45, 10:15 

MASTER AND COM-
MANDER* PG13
12:25, 6:50

SNEAK PREVIEW: WEL-
COME TO MOOSEPORT
SUNDAY 7:00

[ ] NOT ON SUNDAY

www.catheaters.com

SCHEDULE FOR 2/13-2/19 • [ ] SATURDAY-SUNDAY ONLY

HARVARD CINEMAS 3161 W. Harvard • Roseburg • 673-6604 

*MIRACLE – PG  (12:20) 3:20 6:10 9:00
MYSTIC RIVER – R  (1:40) 4:50 8:00
LORD OF THE RINGS: RETURN OF
THE KING – PG-13  (12:10) 4:00 7:50
STARTS 2/25: MEL GIBSON’S "THE PAS-
SION OF THE CHRIST"

*50 FIRST DATES – PG-13  (2:10) 4:30 6:50
9:10
*GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING – PG-13
(1:20) 4:00 6:30 8:50
*CATCH THAT KID – PG  (1:40) 3:50 6:00 
*BARBERSHOP 2 – PG-13  (2:20) 4:50 7:10
9:35
BOOK OF MORMOM MOVIE VOL 1: THE
MOVIE – PG-13  3:40 8:30
PERFECT SCORE – PG-13  8:10
YOU GOT SERVED – PG-13  4:40 9:20
BUTTERFLY EFFECT – R  (1:30) 4:20 7:00
9:30
ALONG CAME POLLY – PG-13  4:10 6:20
BIG FISH – PG-13  (1:50) 6:40
COLD MOUNTAIN – R  (1:00) 8:20
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN - PG  (1:10) 6:10

STARTS 2/20:
"WELCOME TO MOOSEPORT", "AGAINST
THE ROPES", "CONFESSIONS OF A
TEENAGE DRAMA QUEEN", "EUROTRIP"

ROSEBURG CINEMA 7 1750 NW Hughwood • 673-6604


