
S
ince mid-November, the West Bank

villagers of Budrus have been

protesting the uprooting of their

olive orchards to build the Separation Wall. If

the wall is completed, Budrus and three sister

villages will be encircled, with one shared

gate guarded by Israeli soldiers, providing

uncertain access to their farmland, hospitals,

universities and workplaces. Defying cur-

fews, beatings, tear gas and bullets, Budrus’

1,200 villagers have stood united for months,

rushing from schools, shops, and homes to

protect the olive orchards whenever Israeli

bulldozers appear. During one recent con-

frontation, an old woman threw herself into

the hole a bulldozer was digging, a little girl

jumped into the scoop and began reading her

schoolbook, and other girls swarmed up the

sides of the machine. The driver turned off

the engine, and no more olive trees were up-

rooted that day. On subsequent days, more

than 200 Israeli soldiers arrived, firing live

bullets and forcing children and adults back

to the village. But no more trees have been

destroyed, and Budrus villagers continue to

protest the wall and plant new olive trees.

More than 100 villagers have been wounded

and nine jailed. Eight international and Israeli

protesters, including a Swedish Parliament

member, have also been arrested. Kate

Raphael, an American, is fighting extradition

by claiming right of return as a Jew. Consul

generals from six European countries visited

Budrus Jan. 30 (www.womenspeacepales-

tine.org). 

• U.S. “reconstruction” contractors in Iraq

have reportedly ignored local expertise and

done substandard, incomplete, or nonexistent

work on schools, power plants, telephone ex-

changes, and water and sanitation systems.

High overhead and subcontractors absorb

most money, so little reaches workers or

community projects. Of Halliburton’s $2.2

billion in contracts, 10 percent has gone for

community needs, the rest to maintain U..S.

troops and repair oil pipelines, plus $40 mil-

lion for WMD search. “Repaired” schools

may lack fans and functioning toilets.

Bechtel, in charge of repairing many Iraqi

water systems, has been painting buildings

and surveying while Iraqi villagers drink

contaminated water or lack any piped water

at all, gathering it from dirty streams. People
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These photos show Israeli soldiers 

firing on Palestinian villagers during

construction of the Separation Wall 

in Budrus, Palestine.
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Bend – Oregon’s Playground.

www.VisitBend.com
1-866-405-5149

www.bendwinterfest.com

www.VisitBend.com
1-866-405-5149

www.bendwinterfest.com

Bend Bustles ALL WEEKEND!

Two stages of live entertainment, heated tents, beer & wine garden are 

downtown on both Friday and Saturday. Fireworks, Ice Carvings, festive 

food & more!

  Kick off the weekend with the Winter Wine Walk on Friday and 

Fireworks over Mirror Pond.  See jazz favorites including Portland’s Sally 

Harmon & Friends featured at the Carrera Motors/Audi Jazz & Java 

Lounge. 

  Saturday is the ultimate winter night of music in the ALL-NEW Tower 

Theater with a concert featuring Grammy Winners, Tingstad & Rumbel.  

Plus, Bend’s newest bar hop, the Miller Lite Sizzlin’ Sounds Music Series 

presented by the Source Weekly and Clear 101.7fm. 

 

Celebrating 30 years
of protecting Oregon

OREGON NATURAL RESOURCES COUNCIL

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2004  6:00 P.M.
LANE COMMUNITY COLLEGE, CONFERENCE CENTER, BUILDING 19 

WILD OREGON SILENT AUCTION

FEATURING A NOVA CRAFT

CANOE, TRIPS, OUTDOOR

GEAR, EDIBLES, ART & 
OTHER FINE ITEMS!

GOURMET

VEGETARIAN DINNER,
LIVE MUSIC BY RUCKUS,

GUEST SPEAKERS,
AWARDS & MORE!

$35 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

BY FEBRUARY 13TH

PLEASE CALL 541-344-0675 
OR VISIT WWW.ONRC.ORG


