
you get for the money you spend and how

many people does it serve,” O’Brien says.

“It’s simply not transparent.” 

O’Brien says she suspects “the reality is

organized sports suck up a whole lot of

money to serve very few people.” 

ANOTHER BOND
MEASURE?

With so much fighting over limited

parkland and park money, another bond

measure could help solve conflicts. 

Such a bond measure could be used to

buy up surplus 4J school property to take

the pressure off the current park system,

natural space advocates say. A second

parks measure was envisioned for next

year by the 1998 parks committee. With 94

percent of those surveyed rating parks as

very important or important to Eugene’s

quality of life and the last parks measure

passing three to one, such a measure might

have wide support. 

But it doesn’t look like it will happen. A

new city parks planning committee is

chaired by City Councilor Nancy

Nathanson, who opposed a new parks bond

measure at an October committee meeting,

according to minutes.

Councilor Betty Taylor says the major-

ity of the council appears to not want parks

on the ballot next year to compete with a

new $35-million police station that they

want to pass.

Another funding option would be

higher parks system development charges.

The city could spend SDCs on buying nat-

ural parks and building natural amenities

and trails in existing parks, says Fred

McVey, the city’s SDC analyst. 

Eugene generates about $1 million a

year in parks SDCs, McVey says. Higher

rates for developers could bring in much

more money. Eugene’s parks SDC is the

second lowest among 16 other comparable

cities in the state. Salem charges almost

three times more per new home and

Portland charges almost twice as much.

But any increase in parks SDCs will likely

face stiff opposition from the home-

builders lobby.

Even if another parks measure made it

on the ballot, Pringle says he and many

other natural parks advocates would want

clear spending controls to make sure this

time that it wasn’t another “Trojan horse”

for ball fields.  “I don’t think you can give

this department a blank check,” he says.

“My level of trust has evaporated.” ew
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‘Not everybody recreates
with balls,’ says Marcy

Cauthorn of Citizens 
for a Natural Amazon.

‘What’s the greatest good
for the community?’

‘Is balance 50-50?’
— Andrea Riner, Eugene parks planning manager
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Riverpark
H E A L T H  C A R E
SENIOR SEMINAR 101
“Back Facts For People Who Sit”

Tina Meyer MSPT will teach you how to set up your computer /

desk area so it is comfortable and efficient. She will review

techniques to help eliminate stiff backs, painful shoulders and

sore necks. Free lumbar roll to attendees!

Wednesday, January 14th
from 12:00 to 1PM

“Lunch included compliments of the chef!”
Seating is limited. Call Elizabeth Tager for reservations.

345-6199
Riverpark Health Care Campus • 425 Alexander Loop • Eugene

1027 Willamette • www.harlequinbeads.com

GREATERGOODS
515 HIGH EUGENE 541.485.4224

Open mon-sat 10-6 & sun 12-5

make a world of difference
support international fair trade 

www.greatergoodsonline.com

storewide

SALE
dec. 26 - jan. 5

hurry for best selection !
limited to stock on hand

some restrictions apply...

PERMANENT
COSMETICS NW

•Eyeliner

•Eyebrows

•Lip color

•Camouflage

Judy Culp
Technician & Trainer

15 years
EXPERIENCE & EXPERTISE

(541) 344-7789
2371 Oakmont Way, Eugene

permanentcosmeticsnw.com

Student Work Available
Starting at $75

CHECK ’s MOVIES SECTION FOR REVIEWS ON THE BEST FILMS IN TOWN!

great

Film?

looking
for a

ew


