
take up sticks to strike back. Angry and filled

with our power to do as we please, we swing at

the web. Its sticky threads cling to our hands,

pulling the web and the spider towards us.

Panic-stricken, we swing the sticks again and

again until the web is destroyed. But did we

kill the spider? Perhaps it is still clinging to a

stick; or waiting on a nearby branch for us to

drop our guard.  Then it will climb upon us un-

noticed and fill us with its poison. 

We search for the spider, knowing it is

there hiding. Our very size is a disadvantage.

We are so big and it is so small and quiet; hid-

ing in places we do not go. In desperation, we

begin to smash nearby bushes with our sticks.

Small bugs of all types flee our assault as we

kill anything that looks like a spider. But there

is no spider among the dead. 

In our attempt to kill the spider, we have

killed more victims than the spider. But their

death does not move us. We want the spider. 

How much better would it have been to

have one glass jar, a tight lid, and two steady

hands to catch the spider? But that would have

demanded more patience, skill, and wisdom

than frighten children can muster. And with

the spider’s absence, how many nightmares

will we have of it sitting in the darkness, wait-

ing to strike.

Richard Young

Eugene

PRESIDENTIAL STYLE

On Thanksgiving our fearless leader took

an unannounced, blacked-out red-eye to Iraq,

in total darkness and secrecy, even landing

with windows covered to prevent any light es-

caping. Never leaving Baghdad Airport, he

spent a total of two hours on the ground, did a

song and dance for some selected troops, shed

a few crocodile tears (I suspect he had an

onion in his pocket), then dashed home to re-

sume his vacation in Texas. I’m so not im-

pressed. 

Wouldn’t a leader, a true commander-in-

chief, have announced, “I am going to Iraq,”

and spent, at the very least, an entire day tour-

ing the combat zones and conferring with his

generals and troops? He would have flown in

broad daylight, not in the dark like a sneaking
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STOREWIDE SALE
GIFTS GALORE

Vacuums & More Energy Efficient! Stoves: Pellet, Gas, Wood Sewing Machines

Husqvarna Viking

Sewing, Vacuum, Spa & Stove

484-6006 1963 W. 6TH AVE. • EUGENE

just$299per couple

◆ 3 Days and 2 nights Lodging in a Garden Room

◆ Gourmet Hot Breakfasts each morning. Wine &

Hors de oeuvres each afternoon.

◆ A Dinner for 2 at Verdant or another one of Ashland's

Finest Restaurants.

◆ A 1 hour soak & massage package for 2, or an

allowance toward spa treatments of your choice.

Special good thru 1/1/04. Subject to availabilty.

Upgrade to a suite or cottage and
soak in a 2 person, mineral-spring
tub in the privacy of your room.
Many available with fireplaces.

Call 1-800-482-7128 • www.ashlandinn.com

Romance Package

JUST 3 HOURS

SOUTH OF
EUGENE

A S H L A N D ' S I N N &  S PA AT L I T H I A S P R I N G SA S H L A N D ' S I N N &  S PA AT L I T H I A S P R I N G S

We enroll

valedictorians–

and those who

aren’t.

Anyone who is 18 and older can
enroll. Lane offers credit transfer
courses, career training, non-
credit classes, and services to
support local businesses and
our local economy. Visit us on
the web at www.lanecc.edu.

an equal opportunity/
affirmative action institution

Volkswagen Repair
Take it to the Bridge, in Springfield.  Get it done right by VW experts.

111 Main St. • Springfield • 744-9043

DDrr..   MMiirriiaamm  MMaazzuurree--MMiittcchheell ll   
NNaattuurrooppaatthhiicc  PPhhyyssiicciiaann

NNAATTUURRAALL  MMEEDDIICCIINNEE ••  FFaammii llyy  PPrraaccttiiccee

RELOCATION OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, December 13 • 1-5pm

2833 Willamette St. Suite A •  Eugene
541-686-3399


