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== BACK TO CAMPUS ==
Is EPD Ready to Party?

By Karman Ratliff

college students are back in Eugene and
starting classes this week, and the
Eugene Police Department is anticipating the
return of a fall tradition: riots in the west
campus area.

Kerry Delf, EPD public information offi-
cer, says that for the past few weeks more
officers than usual have been assigned to
patrol the area where parties are plentiful and
where the slightest agitation can snowball
into a major civil disturbance, as we have
seen in years past. The West University Task
Force was created in response to out-of-con-
trol parties like the ones that took place in
May and October 2002, both of which
brought out officers in head-to-toe riot
gear.

Thomas Hicks, interim director of the
Department of Public Safety at the
University of Oregon,
says that DPS is "
working along with jj’tiig
the police depart- )
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Symbolic Silver Jewelry
Yoga Mats ® Meditation Supplies

Goddess & Buddha Statues
N Candles ® Incense ® Cards ® Stones

20% OFF every Tue. in Oct.
A & Oct. 30th Our Birthday!

RUBY CHASM

152 W 5th @ Charnelton
M-Sa 10-6 » Su 12-5 » 344-4074 -/

ment to ensure that everything goes as
smoothly as possible in the next few weeks.

“The university pays for half of the cost
of putting an extra EPD officer on the west
university neighborhood patrol,” he says.
Although DPS does not patrol that area,
Hicks notes that a big portion of the people
drinking alcohol and getting out of control at
parties live in the university residence halls.
When parties get broken up by the police, a
lot of intoxicated students make their way
back to the dorms, he says.

“The EPD usually does a pretty good job
of breaking it up so that everyone doesn’t
leave in one big rush,” says Hicks. “But we
are trying to encourage the responsible use of
alcohol. We have two officers specifically
assigned to monitor underage drinking in the
residence halls.”

So far, the extra patrols
appear to be effective in
discouraging student riots
off campus. ew
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Now Enrolling for Fall Programs:

% Actor Training for Youth age 9-17
«» After School Video Production Club

s

dedicated to bringing dynamic arts prégrams to Oregon Communities.

431-1177 ¢ www.impactartsgroup.com
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