
four hours cutting through it with a variety of

tools. “There were just a lot of women con-

versing with the cops, explaining why we

were here. Really being verbally confronta-

tional about it,” said Meredith Crafton, her

hands bloody from untying the fence wire.

“That felt really powerful to me. You don’t

see the front having space with just women

and a conversation happening, which was re-

ally beautiful.”

In the end, the fence was torn down. Again,

protesters decided not to go through it.

“Basically, the purpose was to do a symbolic,

pacifist gesture of tearing down the WTO and

letting them know that they can’t build walls

to keep us out,” said Crafton. “I think just see-

ing that can give you a sense of joy. You know,

‘the people united cannot be defeated,’ as we

chanted over and over in several languages.

And that was a cause for celebration.”

In the week of protests, very few people

were hurt or arrested. The only death was the

suicide of South Korean farmer and law-

maker Lee Kyung Hae, who martyred him-

self on Sept. 10 as an act of protest. He’d

climbed the police barricade holding a sign

that read “WTO Kills Farmers,” and plunged

a Swiss army knife into his heart.

The demonstrators remained largely com-

mitted to pacifism, and the Mexican police

showed restraint. Still, the delegates inside

the WTO ministerial heard the message loud

and clear: The people of the world will not re-

main silent while their livelihoods are sold to

corporations.  

“Voices of dissent, even in Cancún, must

be also listened to,” the Hon. Peter Kyalo

Kaindi of the Kenyan Parliament told me in-

side the NGO forum. “When people demon-

strate, it is not the fires. They are only sending

signals that something is not right.”

Fissures in world trade negotiations were

not confined to the outside. Within the

Convention Center itself, a group of 23 na-

tions from the global South — representing

over half of humanity — refused to accept

trade accords that would mire their nations in

deeper poverty. On Sunday, Sept. 14, the ne-

gotiations collapsed. The WTO’s fifth minis-

terial had failed.

It was a victory for the thousands of ac-

tivists who had journeyed to Cancún to op-

pose the WTO. And it was a sweet relief for

me — filthy, exhausted, and sick of quesadil-

las — to return home to tranquil Eugene sa-

voring the taste of freedom.   ew
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