tized, are not seen as an opportunity to make
profit, but seen as a basic human birth right.”

Eric Olsen, an American environmental-
ist, echoed Starhawk’s sentiments. “We’re
here to say that we need to shut down the
WTO and at the same time we need to build
the new world,” he said. “We need to build
the alternatives to corporate dominance,
which we can do every day.”

THE PEOPLE'S REVOLT

Americans weren’t the only ones voicing
their concerns. Indigenous people and peas-
ants from Mexico were perhaps the most nu-
merous and vocal opposition group present in
Cancun. Many poor rural people, or
campesinos, traveled across the country by
bus to take part in the protests.

The Campesino March on Sept. 10 was
one of two large protests that occurred during
the WTO ministerial. About 7,000 farmers,
indigenous people, social justice and envi-

ronmental activists, and international sup-
porters marched through downtown Canctin
to confront police at a fence which separated
protesters from the opulent Hotel Zone,
where the WTO convened for the first day of
its ministerial.

We’re coming from Mexico City but we are
from the state of Oaxaca. Every day we suffer
from poverty and what we want is for this to
end.”

Ruiz came to Canclin as a member of Via
Campesina, a grassroots organization dedi-

“WE WANT A WORLD WHERE THE THINGS WE
BASIGALLY NEED FOR OUR LIVES, LIKE WATER,
ARENOT PRIVATIZED, ARE NOT SEEN AS AN
OPPORTUNITY TO NIAKE PROFIT, BUT SEEN
AS ABASIC HUNIAN BIRTH RIGHT, — STARHAWNK

“We are here to support the indigenous
movement,” said Florentina Santiago Ruiz.
“We belong to the indigenous movement.

cated to defending the rights of rural people
around the world. As the crowd surged to-

ward the police at “kilometer zero,” a leader

of Via Campesina exhorted demonstrators to
tear down the fence that had been erected to
keep them away from the ministerial.

“This fence has to fall!” he shrieked over
amegaphone in Spanish. “All of the fences in
the world have to fall!”

After a few minutes of massive heaving
and hoing, the fence did fall, but nobody
passed through it to confront the wall of po-
lice on the other side. Instead, the crowd
slowly dissolved to the tunes of a traditional
Mexican band.

On Saturday, Sept. 13, the protesters in
Cancun were more resolute. They surged
back to the police barricade, which was now
bigger and badder — welded into rigid boxes,
topped with barbed wire and reinforced with
concrete blocks.

A WALL OF WOMEN

Women took the front line. They formed a
solid wall against the fence and spent the next

new man can triumph.”

"we're a pretty crusty crew.”

HN) I) N OT B“ NI I;s HOSTS CANGUN DINNER,

CANCUN, MEXICO - The police weren't sure what to make of the scruffy, smiling people eating beans and rice on
the lawn of the Ritz-Carlton in Cancun. Some officers accepted the plates of food offered by the Food Not Bombs
(FNB) volunteers. Others hung back, glancing at their watches and fingering their weapons.

FNB describes itself as a revolutionary movement that serves free vegetarian meals to hungry people and to pro-
testors. And the 20-plus diners in front of the Ritz appreciated the charity: Many of them had been stretching their
resources to gather in this expensive resort town to oppose to the World Trade Organization.

“Food Not Bombs is the idea that food is for everyone, not just the rich,” says a volunteer with FNB who identified
himself simply as Tim. “It just fits in with the WTO here at the moment, with the centralization of wealth, and the loss
of power of the common people, and the loss of land, and the loss of dignity.”

Although the police repeatedly asked the congregation to disperse, staff members laughed and engaged the offi-
cers in playful conversation. Then three men began to beat on drums and sing.

“Por el camino de la verdad, puede salvarse la humanidad,” they sang. “Por el camino de la justicia, el hombre
nuevo puede triumfar.” In English, this means “In the path of truth, humanity can save itself. In the path of justice, the

The police tolerated the singing and drumming for about 10 minutes.

After FNB packed up their gear and left, the remaining diners filed into a bus to return to downtown Cancun.
Shortly thereafter, police stopped the bus and unloaded all the tourists to isolate the protesters.

Rich Macgurn, who was present at the FNB dinner, says the officers were able to identify the activists because

The police took a photo of the congregation and escorted them to a park in downtown Cancuin, where opposition
activities were continuing. — Kera Abraham
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BLUES & BREVS

FLORENCE EVENTS CENTER

9 Musical Groups

12 Rateries, b Microbreweries

FRIDAY
KUSH 8-11pm

FUOU NS
FRAMES

WHERE YOU ALWAYS GET THE BEST FOR LESS!

STUDENT
DISCOUNTS

BEST PRICES FOR ALL STUDENTS!
LARGEST SELECTION ON PLANET EARTH!

VISIT OUR HUGE SHOWROOM! HURRY IN FOR THE BEST SELECTION!

521 Main St., Springfield, OR 97477 » 744-3343

2085 NW Buchanan Ave., Corvallis ¢ (541) 757-2445
Financing Available OAC ¢ 90 Days Same As Cash! + VISA/MC/DISC
www.michaelsfutons.com

SATURDAY
Bobby Lindstrom & his Blues Band 5:30-9pm
Jake Blair Band 9-11pm
Chowder Cook-off Contest

People's Choice Chowder Tasting, Saturday 1pm
il Chowder is gone

T 1 o N

$7.00 Friday, 5Spm-11pm e $9.00 Saturday, 11am-11pm e $5.00 Sunday, 11am-3pm ¢ $15.00 VIP Weekend Pass
Florence Chamber - S41-997-3128 * 800-524-4864
Presented by Florence Area Chamber of Commerce
FLORENCE EVENTS CENTER: 715 QUINCE ST
(1st turn just before light at Hwys 101 & 126. Louie the Crab's on the roof.)
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