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Stay Awhile

Smokey"Joe’s Café open"‘-;s at ACE.

ipping my coffee and surveying a
s late-night crowd at tables littered

with dinner debris, I felt I really was
hanging out at a low-lit café run by some guy
called Joe.

Smokey Joe, that is — not Joe Zingo, di-
rector of Actors Cabaret’s latest production,
Smokey Joe's Café, The Songs of Leiber and
Stoller. For this show, Actors Cabaret has
been transformed into a haunt for blues and
rock lovers (though it legally must be smoke-
free).

Smokey Joe's is obviously better suited to
an intimate cabaret setting such as ACE than
to a plain theater stage. The nine-member
cast delivers an energetic, comical, shimmy-
ing evening with a revue of famous hits like
“Hound Dog,” “Jailhouse Rock,” “Charlie
Brown,” and “Stand By Me.”

Sitting less than 20 feet away from the en-
semble allows you to feel the energy, even
though the show takes off slowly. But it gains
momentum. Slipping from one song to an-
other, the actors take on a dozen different
characters as they bop and slide and jostle
their way through years’ worth of rock ‘n’ roll
phenomena. There’s an enormous amount of
talent in this cast and each member shines in
the spotlight, but Erica Jean Pierson emerges
as the discernible female star, rollicking as a
pastor trying to win over a street bum
(Gaylord Walker) in “Saved.”

One after the other, the songs make your

chest fill with laughter, your emotions rise,
your toes tap with delight and then, your
throat ache as you float with melancholy
longing. It’s impossible to listen to Lieber
and Stoller and not immerse yourself in nos-
talgia— whatever your age.

Precisely because its nostalgia is not for a
particular age but for all ages, Smokey Joe's
works best when not explicitly trying to play
to the 1950s. Lieber and Stoller’s songs don’t
need overt *50s props because their appeal
lies in their timelessness. You could do
“Hound Dog” in an Elvis suit or tights and
leg warmers or a thong, and it would still be a
disdainful yelp against betrayal. And so
ACE’s production itself becomes a hit when
it stops referring to the poodle-skirted,
sweater-vested era and lets its singers belt
and dance out their songs in collective se-
quined gusto. Smokey Joe s is about rock ‘n’
roll and loving and laughing and longing —
things that remain very much our business
now.

My only gripe was that at times the stage
lighting, especially spotlighting, cast deep
shadows on actors’ faces, giving a slightly
hollow-eyed look to some actors stage left.

Originally debuting on Broadway in
1995, Smokey Joe's Café became the longest
running musical revue in Broadway history.
Eugene audiences may try to convince its

own Joe, of ACE, to keep going on this one,
too. oW

CKesey. Dickinson. Sﬁaﬁegf)eam

The great ones always show up
at the Robinson Theatre

Uy

THEATRI

The 2003-2004 Robinson Season Presents...

ONE FLEW OVER
THE CUCKOO’S
NEST

Nov 7 - 22

NEW!!
Theatre at the
Robinson, Dinner
or Dessert at the
Excelsior Inn. BT
Call 346-4190 ¥
for info. on our
Season Ticket
Packages.

0 UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

Call: 541-346-4363 « Fax: 541-346-6071
Mail: PO Box 3600 « Eugene, OR 97403
E-mail: jgilg@uoregon.edu
http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~theatre

WILD NIGHTS
WITH EMILY
Feb 27- March 13

MUCH ADO
ABOUT
NOTHING
May 14 - 29

The Perfect Time. A Quallity Seasoﬁ.
Order Season Tickets Today!

For Season Tickets

'89.71m

ACTORS CABARET OF FUGENE

The Eugene Premiere of

THE SONGS OF LEIBER AND STOLLER
Words & Music by
Jerry Leiber & Mike Stoller
Directed by Joe Zingo

Now through October 18, 2003
Cabaret Theater, 996 Willamette

ALSO PLAYING:

Happy Birthday, Wanda June

By Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.
Directed by Jesse D. Lally

" Maybe our planet's immune system
is trying to get rid of us."

Now through October 11, 2003
Annex Theater, 39 West 10th

The new season is here!

683-4368

www.ActorsCabaret.org

FOR' @,

" FOUR NIGHTS ONLY

THIS
SHIP

A NEW VAUBEVILLE PROVOKED BY SEBASTIAN BRANT'S “NARRENSCHIFF" OF 1484

vanity! greed! valgarity! disorder! heedlessness!
war! drunkenness! sexual perversity! misfortune!
freaks! mystery! adventure! mystery! confusion!

SEPTEMBER26,27

OCTOBER3 4
FEATURING S e
CURTAIN SPM SHARP

EXCLUSIVELY IN THE MAGNIFICENT

ROBINSON THEATER
F ‘_ﬁ»f_f,v.f._/azfzvf_/azév.f3

EMU TIGKET DFFIGE 346-4363
EVENINGS OF PERFORMANCES 346-4191

GO DUCKS FROM THE BEAUTIES AT

DIVA’S/HOT BODY

THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 25TH

Special Feature
performances by

SUGAREE & JASMINE

VIP Reception 6-9pm
FREE Gourmet Dinner Buffet
Door Prizes Hourly

FREE Hot Body products
DVD’s, Videos, Shirts, Hats
and other merchandise

Thanks for making
Hot Body International
2002 Club of the Year

2ND ANNIVERSARY PARTY

2165 W. 11TH AVENUE @ EUGENE @ 683-6021
Monday - Friday 12-2 Saturday & Sunday 2-2 www.hotbody.com

Www.elgeneweexkLy.com
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