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L
ettuce, beets, eggplant, artichokes and

rhubarb are among a few of the viola-

tors of newly formed UO policy. This

was the startling news delivered to UO stu-

dent/employee, east campus housing resident

and garden enthusiast John Boosinger in mid-

April. 

Boosinger, 27, a June graduate of the UO ar-

chitecture school, has a 2-1/2-year-old garden

in his front yard. East campus maintenance pol-

icy, adopted April 8, stipulates that vegetable

gardening is only permitted in the back yard.

(See EW 5/15 for initial story). East campus

properties are located between East 15th and

19th avenues and Agate and Villard Streets. The

university provides water and landscape main-

tenance to properties in the area.

“I am using water and land in a responsible,

healthy, efficient, and beautiful way, and I be-

lieve the university should support my efforts

instead of literally trying to destroy them,”

Boosinger wrote in an e-mail to the university

after being told he had until May 1 to uproot his

garden. 

The potential for a front-yard garden was

key in Boosinger’s decision to rent the paint-

blistered house on Villard Street. The garden is

the center of activity for Boosinger, his wife and

their three children, ages 1, 5 and 7. Bicycles

and garden tools are scattered among the peren-

nials, herbs and vegetables that make up the 28-

by-40-foot plot.

UO Planning Associate Christine

Thompson said although there have been no di-

rect complaints about Boosinger’s garden,

property owners in the adjoining Fairmount

neighborhood have complained about the “per-

ceived lack of maintenance” along the Villard

edge.

In an e-mail addressed to the Office of

University Planning, one Fairmount resident

said, “Much of the angst … stems from the

slow deterioration of the neighborhood while

under UO management.”

In another letter, a neighbor referred to “the

ghetto-type approach in the wreckage of the

older neighborhood that once existed.”

Now, new wording in the university’s fam-

ily-housing rental agreement specifically disal-

lows front-yard gardening. Restrictions against

front porch and front lawn storage and/or dis-

play of yard art, patio furniture, bicycles, child

play toys, outdoor grills, bird feeders, and

flower pots, to name but a few, are also included

in the agreement.

“The new rental agreement language is not

unusual language,” UO Housing Director Mike

Eyster says. “Lots of real estate management

organizations use similar language to maintain

the quality of appearance of their facilities.

“The objective, generally, is to try to make

the exteriors look more like owner-occupied

homes,” adds Eyster.

In Boosinger’s garden, the red-leaf lettuce

now looks withered, the beets have bolted, and

thirsty strawberry runners compete for space

with dandelions and crab grass. Trays of shriv-

eled lettuce, tomato and pepper starts sit at the

garden’s edge.

“Our garden is not looking like it usually

does,” says Boosinger. “This whole issue has

affected our garden this year a lot.”

Generally, the patch includes numerous

tomato plants, melons, squash, peppers, herbs,

kale, collards, peas and carrots. But Boosinger

was hesitant to engage in spring planting after

receiving notification that university staff

would restore the front-yard area to lawn on

May 1 if he failed to do so.

A day or two before the May Day deadline,

Boosinger contacted the Office of Student

Advocacy, as well as an attorney. Both advised

that he stood on firm legal ground in his refusal

to comply. Boosinger advised the university

that it risked legal action if it proceeded to un-

earth his garden. Within hours, university staff

advised that he would be allowed to complete

the growing season but would be expected to

remove his garden in September.

Boosinger perceives his garden as a neigh-

borly endeavor. During the summer when he

has surplus, he gives food away. 

“It has encouraged a lot of play with other

children and discussion with other neighbors

and a lot of positive feedback,” he says. Some

neighbors have told him they’ve even re-routed

their evening walks because they enjoy walking

by his garden.

Although he’s been accepted to graduate

school, Boosinger has chosen not to attend.

Come late July, Boosinger and family will

leave Eugene.

“If I were staying in family housing, I feel

strongly enough that I would take them to court

for myself and for all future residents to have

the new (rental agreement) wording removed,”

Boosinger says. “It should not be within (the

UO’s) jurisdiction to decide which species of

plants are acceptable for me to grow in the dirt

in the front of my home with my water.” ew
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Growing on Borrowed Time
Veggies violate UO policy.
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Tickets available on line at www.ticketmaster.com and at all outlets, including G.I. Joe's, Fred Meyer locations and the Rose Quarter ticket

office. Charge by phone:  (503) 224-4400 For group sales phone: (503) 963-4400 All dates, acts, and ticket prices are subject to change without

notice. A service charge is added to each ticket price. American Express Membership Rewards® Points now accepted for all concert tickets. Visa, MC

accepted. Disabled seating available at all ticket centers. Eight ticket limit per person. Produced by Clear Channel Entertainment/Bill Graham Presents..
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ON SALE SATURDAY AT 9AM!

a portion of the proceeds will be donated to the childrens craniofacial association                                                        www.cher.comWWW.CHER.COM
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