TP —
Odds and Ends

What's odd never ends.

ayne's world. You can't blame our local
w elected officials for dedicating so many

monuments to the late Sen. Wayne Morse.
I'm a big Morse-o-phile myself, but | don't think we
should name something after him unless it truly befits
his legacy. Right now the county courthouse plaza -
named “The Wayne Morse Free Speech Plaza" - seems in-
congruous with the ideals of its namesake. The fenced-off
area at the corner of 8th and Oak looks more like a dog kennel than a free speech
plaza. | applaud the efforts of Commissioner Bill Dwyer, Facilities Manager David
Suchart, and a long list of civic leaders and donors who are helping to realize a
grander vision for the plaza. | hope that we can report some progress on this plan in
the coming weeks. | realize that money is tight and security is a concern, but the
champion of free speech shouldn't be memorialized with cyclone fencing.

Let them eat cake. Last December, we learned that Oregon had the highest hunger
rate in the nation. In June, we learned that Oregon now has the highest obesity rate
among the Western states. Did Oregon solve its hunger problem over the last six
months? Marie Antionette wouldn’t return my phone calls, so | asked some local ex-
perts. | learned that a high obesity rate among a majority of Oregonians could ob-
scure a high hunger rate among the poorest Oregonians. | also learned that some
poor families are beset with both obesity and malnutrition. Whatever the explanation,
we shouldn't stop worrying about the hunger problem in Oregon.

Skeleton in the closet. Lane County's law library is a tremendous resource. It has
references for lawyers and non-lawyers alike, and it's open to everyone. | was wander-
ing around the library recently and | found a full-size human skeleton! | guess some-
body forgot to pay his library fines, and we made an example out of him. Actually, this
skeleton is a model that tort lawyers use in court to show the location of their clients’
injuries. Come to think of it, the skeleton would be a good prop for the commissioners
to use when we approve our bare-bones budget.

Don't panic, it's organic. The City of Bend recently considered a proposal to ban
defecation on public buses. When | heard the news, | examined our local municipal
codes for provisions regulating excretions. | found out that Springfield has banned
spitting on public sidewalks. Eugene, by contrast, has no specific rules against defe-
cating or spitting. I'd like to think that the civility of Eugeneans makes such an ordi-
nance unnecessary. More likely, Eugeneans believe their excretions are expressive
conduct protected by the First Amendment.

Off base. Last week | met one of Eugene's wisest citizens in the video store, and he
told me that | shouldn't have criticized baseball in my column on June 5. He's right:
Dissing America'’s pastime is impolitic. (Now | suppose I'll have to shelve my draft
columns criticizing mom and apple pie ...) But two other readers of EW detected that
I'm secretly a baseball fan. These readers noticed that my column on May 8 cited the
win-loss record of the Detroit Tigers, and my other writing is loaded with baseball
metaphors. Now that I'm outed, I'll admit that | like watching baseball. |just don't
think the state should divert funding from our schools to build a ballpark in Portland.
The state should help in some way — perhaps as envisioned by HB 3606 — but not by
guaranteeing bonds. When | think of baseball, | think of Barry Bonds, not state bonds.

The home team. If the State pays to build a baseball stadium in Portland, then all
Oregonians should have a voice in naming the new team. Of course, if you leave the
choice up to Lane County voters, we'll name the team after Wayne Morse. How about
“The Morse Force"? As a marketing gimmick, the team could declare its independ-
ence from both the National League and the American League. And don't expect to
buy any “freedom fries" at the concession stand.

Tom Lininger is county commissioner for the East Lane District.

. [ HE TRAVEL CLINIC

medical advice for
global travelers

1200 Hilyard St., Ste S-560
343-6028

Begin traveling healthy today at www. TravelClinicOregon.com

RUBY CHASM

Fresh Silver & Amber Jewelry
Yoga & Meditation Products
Goddess & Buddhist Statues
Ethnic Decor Items
Scented Candles & Incense
Books, Tarot Cards, Journals

152 W 5th @ Charnelton
e 344-4074

M-Sa 10-6 Sun 12-5

5TH STREET MARKET

Gourmet Farmers Market

Local farm fresh produce and gourmet foods.

Every Wednesday 1oam - 4pm g
Rain or shine, all summer thru October on the ’: ‘V,
5th Street Market Promenade (by Marché restaurant)

Restaurant & Cafe Hours: Mon-Sat 7a-11p, Sun 9a-11p
Retail Hours: Mon-Sun 10a-6p ¢ 541.484.0383
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Center The Center for Famiy Therapy
1 agency staffed with intern coun-
for Family
Thera Py

selors from the Marriage and
Family Therapy (MFT) Graduate
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

Specialization at the College of
Education, University of Oregon.

The MFT graduate program is
approved as a candidacy status
L. . program with COAMFTE and

i Ind1v1dual, couple and famlly therapy approved by the Oregon Board of

e Affordable slldmg scale fee Licensed Pr?fessionul Counselors
. . and Therapists.
* Daytime and evening hours /\

Are You Ready for Change?

For information or to make an appointment, call (541) 346 329 6

Two nghts Two Breakfasts & A Dinner for Two from $249' (Sun.-Thurs Only)

Ashland Getaway Package!!!

OC<AN-

oYou get 2 nights of basic lodging at Lithia Springs Inn

(upgrades available with mineral spring whirlpool in-room)

o Hot gourmet breakfast for two each day at the Inn

o Complimentary dinner for two at a featured
Ashland area restaurant

Plus, your choice of:
« Spa Massage Package-incuding massage,
beverage and bonus treatment

or

» Winetasting Tour and lunch for 2 at Bella
Union Restaurant in Historic Jacksonville.

www.ashlandinn.com expires June 26, 2003

Call today...1-800-482-7128 and ask for the “Ashland Getaway Package!”
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