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The school shares all materials and cur-
riculum information openly with parents.
Some schools offer preview nights, where
parents are invited in to view books and
worksheets and speak with teachers. Others
send information home with the students.
Johnson suggests parents with
questions about the curriculum
call the school and speak with their
child’s teacher directly.

Statistics show that 85 percent of par-
ents want sex education in their chil-
dren’s schools. But can schools really
provide all the information kids need
to make responsible decisions? In her
book, Feldt reports anecdote after
anecdote of women and men say-
ing, “If only my parents had

talked to me about sex.”

That’s the ideal, says
Johnson, “but many parents are
uncomfortable talking with their
kids about sex.” Although 4J has had
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classes in the past to help parents with the
subject, few showed up. “We’ve also had
drug intervention classes,” says Johnson.
“But many parents stayed away because
they thought showing up would intimate
their child was doing drugs. It’s the same
thing with sexuality information classes.”

Currently, the local chapter of Planned
Parenthood is developing the “Rights and
Responsibility” program. It is based on
European models and the idea is to get the
community involved in raising young peo-
ple in a healthy, respectful environment
where an openness to sexuality, HIV/AIDS,
respect, diseases, and pregnancy takes the
burden off just the parents and schools and
places it in the hands of everyone.

As for abstinence-only education, Feldt
says, “I call that an abstinence of common
sense.” And as for preaching abstinence
instead of teaching prevention for
HIV/AIDS, Feldt says, “I call that cruel and
inhumane.” oW

Oregon Right to Life has filed a 24-hour delay
measure and is threatening to put it on the ballot
in 2004. This measure is nearly identical to
HB 2547, which Gov. Kulongoski has said
he will veto if it passes the Senate.
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KURT AND ROB WIDMER.
SUCCESSFULLY CONFUSING BUSINESS
AND PLEASURE SINCE 1984.

The line between work and recreation can get a little blurry
for craft brewers Kurt and Rob Widmer. One minute they might
be inspecting hops and barley. Which is a lot of work. Then they
might be writing off a trip to the pub the next. Which is definitely

a pleasure. Then there are the meetings with the accounting
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ob (right) finds the anaerobic bottling machine funny. Kurt, not so much

department. Not fun. Followed by the daily samplings of their
delicious hefeweizen. Fun. You can see how this gets confusing.
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