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Safety net reducing
quality of programs

Safety-net financing, approved statewide by voters and im-
plemented this school year, is adversely affecting the quality
of education in the Sandy Elementary District.

The safety net allows districts to levy the same amount each
vear without seeking a vote of the public. It does not allow for
growth or for districts to make up losses in revenue from the

state or federal governments.

In the first year of the program, cuts were made in the San-
dy library program. Librarians were taken out of the libraries
at Kelso and Firwood schools, and the librarian at Sandy
Grade School took over the operations at all three schools.

The change has not been drastic, but it has had a detrimen-

tal effect.

Classroom teachers now must teach library skills instead of
allowing specialists to do that job.

While classroom teachers generally are quailified to teach a
broad range of subjects, they are not as highly trained in the
specific area of library skills. Someone who reads reviews and
orders books, organizes the library and sets up the card
catalog is more qualified to promote reading materials and

teach children how to find research materials. | { / ;/;:'1 N7 ‘ - '
The change also has slightly increased the load on teachers. | | . J Yond & ~

The libraries are occasionally closed in the district because
no staff people are available to keep them open.

The prospects for next year, under safety-net financing, also
are not encouraging. Three teaching positions and three
maintenance positions are scheduled for elimination unless
taxpayers approve a levy or tax base.

That could mean larger class sizes in the growing district.

Also,

the buildings in the Sandy Elementary

District

historically have been well maintained. But cutting the
maintenance staff will not be without consequences.

Maybe that is what the taxpayers want
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Personally speaking

KOLL THE PRESSES.
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