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Forest plan has
direct effec

The Mount Hood National Forest i1s an enormous
resource for the region. It provides jobs, recreation,
solitude, fish and widlife habitat and high-quality drink-
ing water to Sandy and the entire metropolitan area.

That is why area residents and special-interest groups
should make an extra effort to give their views on a plan
that will govern use of the national forest over the next 10
to 15 years.

The U.S. Forest Service has developed a draft of that
plan and will hold an informational session on Tuesday,
Jan. 26, from 3 to 8 p.m. at Rippling River Resort,
Welches. The plan will be available for public review un
til April 15.

The draft plan, and the final plan that ultimately will be
adopted, should not be viewed as irrelevant bureaucratic
documents. Quite to the contrary, the plan will have a
direct effect on local folks. It will determine how much
land we need for wilderness areas and for hiking or more
developed recreation. It will determine how many jobs
will be available in the woods in logging operations and
other ventures. It will determine how our drinking water
and fishing streams will be managed.

The plan will set aside a certain amount of space for the
spotted owl and will preserve a certain number of acres
of old-growth trees. It will allow new roads to be built or
not to be built in currently roadless areas

In short, the plan is of importance to anyone who uses
the woods for working, hiking, skiing, fishing, wildhfe
viewing or just plain escaping the pressures of city life

The documents that the forest service has produced as
part of its “'draft forest plan’ are necessarily complex,
and we have no doubt that the people who worked on them
have tried to strike the best balance between recrea
tionalists, environmentalists and timber harvesters

It is too early to say if the forest service has achieved
its goal of a truly balanced plan. That judgment can come
only after careful study and after the plan has had a full
public airing.

Local citizens and groups should help that process
along by participating in the public meeting and taking
time to learn more about the forest service’s plan for the
area's greatest natural resource
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Where to write or call

State Representative Bob Shiprack, D-Dist. 23, 22610 Forest

Park Rd., Beavercreek, Ore., 97004 631-3817. Or
Capitol, Room H288, Salem, Ore., 97310 1-800-332-2313

State Senator Bob Kintigh, D-Dist. 14, 38865 |2 Cedar Flat

»
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Road, Springfield, 97478. 746-1842. Or: State Capitol,
S310, Salem, Ore., 97310, 1-800-327-7389

Sen. Mark Hatfield, R-Oregon, 711 Hart Bullding,
Washington, D.C., 20510. 202-224-3753. Portland office phone

221-3386.

Sen. Bob Packwood, R-Orepon, 259 Russell Bulding,
Washington, D.C., 20510. 202-224-5244. Portland office |

221-3370.

Rep. Denny Smith, R-5th Dist., 1213 Longworth Building
Washington, D.C_, 20515. 202-225-5711. Salem office phone

free) 1-800-452-7889
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