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Pioneers’ season ends with

by DAVE MAGNL SON
Staff writer

Sandy Pioneers football I
Mike Funderburg went out in style
Friday night, as the visiting Barlow
Bruins barely escaped the Ploneers
grasp in a 1ouble vertime 14-8
triumph at W.I Poy Rannow
Stadium
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touchdown run by
Rob Barrett with 6
cond period, Barlow
lead. After a missed point-after at-
tempt by kicker Randy
Wheeler, that lead was cut to 216

The Pioneers were starting to
come alive at that point, cutting
Barlow drives short and holding the
Bruins scoreless until the half. But
Sandy was unable to put any more
points on the board in the second
quarter, and the halftime score re
mained 216

At the beginning of the third
quarter, the Pioneers’ kickoff was
returned into Sandy territory. Soon
after, however, Sandy defensive end
Tony Hale intercepted a Greene pass
at the 43-yard line and then sprinted
for the touchdown with 10:35 to go in
the quarter. Wheeler then faked a
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by DAVE MAGNUSON
Staff writer

TROUTDALE It was a
rebuilding season for the Sandy
Pioneers volleyball team. Just ask
the Columbia Chargers, whom the
Pioneers defeated 15-10 and 15-, in
the final Mount Hood Conference
match of the season last Thursday

Earlier this season, the Chargers
had defeated Sandy in an MHC
match played on Oct. 6

But the Pioneers, who had great-
ly improved since that time, sur
prised the Chargers Thursday with
their alert passing and hitting,
much to the delight of Warren
Johnson, who wrapped up his first
season as Sandy's head coach

It's nice to finish up with a win
and 1 think that's really what our
goal was,” said Johnson, whose
Pioneers finished 6-10 in MHC mat-
ches. “We did a lot of things right
out there. I was real happy with
how we pl.ﬂ.r-l and it feels good to
win.

Columbia started off the first
game with a 10 lead, but it was the
Chargers’ only lead of the game, as
Sandy's consistency and strong hits
[Jn\h'l't'l! the Pioneer attack. Sandy
earned service on a spike by Jenny

Sah. Then junior hitter Renae
Aschoff slammed back-to-back
spikes, giving the Pioneers a 2-]
lead

Sandy pulled out to a 6-1 lead,
with good hits coming from Trixie
Meier and Tanya Schwartz

'he Chargers then cut Sandy's
lead to 6-4, taking advantage of
Pioneer errors. Despite the errors,
Sandy had a good save by Sandy
Edgren and Lake, as Edgren kept
alive a low-hit ball and Lake dug it
out of the net, making a seemingly
unplayable ball playable

What easily could have been a
distressing season for a new
volleyball coach turned out to be a
triumphant one in the area of
education

The Sandy Pioneers finished 6-10
in the Mount Hood Conference
season, which proved that the 1987
season was a transition season
from the 1986 year that included a
second-place finish in the MHC

But many players from the 1986
team were not on the 1987 squad
thus creating an inexperienced
team. And, since Sandy coach War-
ren Johnson was a first-year coach,
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On the fourth down, Sandy quarter
back Andy Funderburg took the
snap, handed off to Barrett, whi

reversed to Wheeler, who tossed tt
ball 35 vards into Hale's arms for the
first down. It was perhaps the most
beautiful play of the Sandy season

Funderburg then completed a
19-yard pass to Wheeler, which set up
a l-yard touchdown plunge by Bar
rett with 2:04 to go

Still, Sandy was down 28-26 after
the touchdown and had to go for the
two-point conversion. OUnce
Hale was the hero, taking a handoff
from Funderburg and running it past
the goal line, tying the score 28-28

hen, with 1:23 to go, Sandy
linebacker Ken Burchett intercepted
a pass at the Pioneer 48. But Sandy

again,

After Sandy got service back
Schwartz earned three straight
points for her team on her acute
kills and blocks

I'he Pioneers then rallied another
trio of points, getting out to a 124
lead

T'he Chargers pulled back to 12-8
Later, Schwartz served an ace that
was followed by two more Colum
bia points, as Sandy led 13-10

Aschoff then tipped a ball which
landed in fair Columbia territory
earning a Sandy side-out. She then
sizzled a ball past the Charger
defense and spiked one with a little
less intensity as the Pioneers won
the first game, 15-10

Sandy had less trouble 1n the se
cond game, despite being down 3-2
in the game. But witl
Michelle Buckner serving, the
Pioneers rallied five
points, including two aces

The teams battled to a 8-5 Sandy
lead before Lake served for another
five straight points. Aschoff earned
three points on her hitting prowess
while Lake served a short, blooping

freshman

onsecutive

ace
After Columbia regained the ser
ving duties, Sandy's Kate Clift spik
ed one to give the Pioneers side-out
With Aschoft Columbia
could not return a Pioneer hit and
through, with a

Ervinge

Clift again came
match-point stuff of a Charger
hit. As Sandy won the second game
15-5. the Pioneers earned their third
win in four matches

It really does feel good to win
Johnson said I'm real excited
about next season. | learned a lot
and I plan to continue that process

We'll have a better team next
year, in terms of knowledge and ex
perience. It would be nice to be
playing in the playoffs and [ expect
to do that next year

he could have been plac ed in a
negative spotlight
But the result was quite the op-
posite, as Johnson helped the team
to learn how to be competitive and
to learn, as the axiom goes, that
winning isn't everything
Hindsight, like they say, is 20/20
and I learned that with experience,
you learn a lot,”" Johnson said. "As
a coach I feel I've learned a lot
One of the lessons to be learned
concerned teamwork
As a team, we've become more
experienced and we began to play
real cohesively and everybody

Sandy defensive tackle Erik Zimmerman (75) and guard Curt Reynolds (72) grab a hold of Barlow quarterback Doug Greene on a keeper play
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to play defense on the first attempt
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from Greene to Matt Takahashi was

incomplete in the end zone

I'he Pioneers then had their shot
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Unfortunately for the Ploneers,
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o managed just three yards
before Wheeler was brought out for
to the snap,
Barlow was penalized for being off-
declined the
penalty because Wheeler felt more
comfortable kicking a 24-yard field
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Sandy's Sandy Edgren concentrates on serving the ball at Columbia High

School last Thursday

knew how to pull together,” he said

Johnson added that the team
learned a few things the hard way
this season

The 6-10 season very easily have

could’'ve been a 4-12 season or an 8¢
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citing and a real positive ex
perience for me

Next vear's varsity team will
have more varsity experience at
the beginning of the season than
'

Of course, that do« not always
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ason with a
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many lessons learned this season
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I'm excited for next year,”" he
sald. “Next year looks really good
on the varsity level and the ( junior
varsity) level.”

I'he junior varsity coach this
vear was Gary Curtis, who was in-
strumental in aiding Johnson
through his first coaching assign-
ment

A lot of what Gary Curtis’ goal

to develop players into varsi-

ty athletes,” Johnson said. "'I think

he did a really good job of prepar-
ing those girls for varsity.’

Wheeler's kick was unquestionably
wide right, sending the game into its
second overtime

This time, Barlow won the flip and
Sandy started. On the Pioneers’ first
play, Funderburg's pass was in
tercepted by Bruin safety Tim
Ragina, ending the Ploneers’ at
tempt

On Barlow’s first play, Greene was
sacked by Sandy defensive end Art
Skipper for a loss of 10 yards

But, after an incomplete pass,

Greene found split end Craig Reasor
in the end zone for the

touchdown

ame-winning

I'he loss was both heartbreaking

and heartwarming for Sandy, as Its

record |'l[u|r|||'=! Lo werall,
fimishing the seasor

I think this was a good game to
end our season on, with a positive
note, said Hale
It wasn't a downer for us (but) 1

wish we would've gotten it

New faces coming
for football team

Many new faces will show up next
year in the Sandy High School foot
ball program

One of the faces will be a new head
coach. who likely will be selected
from the current Ploneer coaching
staff. Most of the remaining new
faces on the 1988 varsity will be from
this year's junior varsity

Bob D'Aboy was the JV head coach
and, along with defensive coor
dinator John Smith and volunteer
assistant Kress Drew, he guided the
1987 JVs to a 2-7 record, a record that
does not reflect the
team's ability, since many of the
games were close

The Pioneers gained their first win
against in a 40-7 romp. Later in the
season, the Pioneers shut out the
Clackamas Cavaliers, 130, in a non
league game

But there were three losses during
the season that were decided by a
touchdown or less. In the first week,
l{l'}lll}lilh won 128 and one of the
Lancers' scores was a 7%yard in
terception return

Midway through the season, David
Douglas beat Sandy 14-12. The
Pioneers had the ball on the Scots
l-yard line three times during the
game but could not punch it through

The third close game was the final
one last Thursday at Barlow, where

necessarily

the undefeated Bruins won 19-11

We just came up short in those
games,” D'Aboy sad I'hey kept
their positive attitude and it showed
in our last game against Barlow. We
can play with some of our big bovs

As far as the impact on next year s
varsity, of course only time will tell
Ihere will be a lot of inexperience

on the varsity, in terms of not haviny

a lot of varsity players,”™ D'Aboy
said. “But they want to learn, they
want to improve and, if they spend
some time in the off-season, IS going
to make for a promising yeat

Some of those players who show

promise on offense are: tac kle Dar
ren Van Nevele: the backhield trio of
Danny Rodriguez, Eric Reynolds and

Charlie Zulauf; quarterback Cory
Anderson: and receivers Jesse Schiel
and Jeff Spanier

Defensively, D'Aboy was pleased
with the season performances of
noseguard Derrick Hager, tackle
Rich More defensive  end  Slevi
Amstad, defensive back HRoger
Moore and Pete Rusaw and

linebacker Chris Brewster
“The defense came together as a

unit and really played well as a
defensive umt,”” D Aboy ard
Defense was really our trong
point.’

Sandy runner finishes
yvear with state mect

Kris Kruger, a senior at Sandy
High School, ended her prep cross
country carcer Saturday on a high
note, competing in the OSAA-U.S
Bank girls state championship meet
at FEugene's Lane Community Col
lege

Kruger finished 67th out of 131 in
dividuals in the meet. She
the 3.000-meter course in 12
20 seconds

Although she did not earn a place in
the championship meet, just making
it to state fulfilled a goal

1 didn't really expect it,”" Kruger
said of making it to the state meel

It was nice after working so hard

covered
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Softball clinic

Eight- to 18-year-old girls In
terested in participating in a fast
pitch softball clinic can attend a pre
clinic meeting Sunday, Nov. 15, at |
p.m. at the Sandy Union High School
gymnasium

The format for the clini
discussed at the meeting. On the Sun
days following the meeting, the clinic
will run from noon to 2 p.m. and :

will be

)
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She qualified to compete at state by
finishing seventh in the Mount Hood
Conference district meet, held Oct. 28
at Blue Lake Park in Fairview. In
that meet, Kruger finished in 11:92

wasnt a

a place, so just

Realistically, 1 knew |
tate contender for
making It wa what | wanted
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In the Boring area, there will be a
meeting at the Boring Grade School
gymnasium at 5 p.m. on Wednesday,
items will be

Nov. 18. The same
liscussed

Further

563-1419

information may be ob-
tained by calling Gary Sandblast at



