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Housing needed
for farm workers

Opposition to the expansion of a migrant labor camp in San-
dy is symptomatic of a problem occurring throughout Oregon

and the United States.

People empathize with migrant laborers, who are the latest
wave of immigrants in our 200-year-old history. We rely on
them 10 do the back-breaking labor that is essential to many
local, agricultural-based businesses.

But when it comes to finding a place for them to live, we tell

them that Sandy — Trubel Road in particular

right place.

is not the

That was the underlying message of a meeting sponsored by
Firwood Neighbors last week. Firwood Neighbors, a citizens
planning organization for Clackamas County, was asked to
give the Clackamas County board of commissioners a recorm-
mendation on whether to allow an expansion of Toney Wicker-
sham’s labor camp from 61 people to 175.

From the testimony, it seemed that most of the people in at-
tendance were farmers. Because of that, it was somehwat sur-
prising that the vote was 61to 7 in opposition to the expansion.

Much of the area is zoned for “exclusive farm use,” which
means local property owners probably favored the designa-
tion when the area’s comprehensive plan was developed.

With the importance of migrant workers to the berry and
nursery industry, it seems a contradiction to oppose the

building of housing for workers.

According to Clackamas County’s legal counsel, the issue
probably will be decided on whether Wickersham can prove he

needs the workers.

And he has a good chance of proving that he does need them.
Wickersham farms 250 acres in an operation that is labor in-

tensive,

Conflicting opinions have been offered as to whether there
was a shortage of migrant labor last spring during the
strawberry harvest. Wickersham said there was not a lack of
labor. but a lack of places for the workers to stay. He said he
left strawberries in the field last year because he had no place
for workers to stay and thus could not get the help he needed.

Farmers at the Firwood Neighbors meeting said Wicker-
sham does not need the workers because he is able to “‘loan”

them out to other farmers.

Wickersham does not argue that he can keep the workers
busy from May to October, the months he would like to keep
his camp open. But he said he needs 300 to 400 workers during

harvest.
‘He

“insurance'’ that

times. 5

said he ncgds_ |{:’5 people in the labor camp as
e will have enough workers during peak

Wickersham does not have a flawless record. The state Ac-
cident Prevention Division has cited Wickersham for viola-
tions of migrant housing standards in the past.

But it appears now that Wickersham is trying to work within
the system. The improvements that have been made to his
camp in the past year are impressive.

Because the Firwood area is agricultural in nature, it would
make sense for the Clackamas County board to approve the
expansion of Wickersham's camp.

Letters to the editor

Editorial & Opinion

Task foree
sceks opmions

1 am writing as a member of the
mavor's task force. We are now in
the process of prioritizing things for
the city, which will affect your (the
taxpayer's) pocketbook for years to
come. We need your ideas and opi-
nions

As far as 1 am concerned the
necessities come first, then the lux
uries. but that means different things
to different people. How do you feel”

If the city continues Lo grow as pro-
jected, our present sewer system will
be outgrown by about 1991, Shall we
start taxing for that now, or let it go
as 1s, try to keep our town small, and
try not to encourage new business
and growth

Do vou think Sandy is a livable
town now” Maybe you would rather
see vour tax dollars go for increasing
community services, such as a larger

library, or a communlty center
butlding  that would house  semor
citizen facihities, community  ac
tivities, a possible teen  center
proneer  museum, auditorium for

plays and other public usage
Also, our police force 1s doing @

their facilities and being crowded to
the point of 1t being dangerous al
times. Would this be your first priori
ty”?

Many of our roads are in bad
shape, and it is very costly even to
keep them maintained to standard

These are some of the things the
task force must soon prioritize and
send to the City Council for them to
decide

Many of us, myself included, com
plain about what ““the government
has done after it i1s too late to do

anything about it. Now s your
chance to help decide. It 1s your
money your government i"n

should be your wishes'

Please call. 1 would like to hear any
and all ideas on this and would hope
that the other task force members
would feel the same

Task for members and then
telephone numbers are: Marilyn
Rowell, 6686598: Howard Berger
668-4721: Bill Wardy, 668-7126; Phil

Jonsrud, 668-4995; Ken Hallgren
568-6038; Ginny Kallen, 668-7149; Lin

da Hanna, 668-6818. Beth Scarth
668-9580: Bill Tickner, 668-6566, Rutt
lLoundree, 668-4024; Jeff Jaqua

668-6966 - Roger Brons, 668-7402; and
Rick Fry, 668-9376
Marilvn Rowell

great job in spite of having outgrown Sandy
(USPS 481-180)
_____ L [ - A - A
668-5548
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
. o yoo $9.00
" $10.00
Ehawhere - $11.50
in Mo thwest and Pac i Stare
Jutside Ovegon per yeor $1400
Owtvide Morthwes! a0 1 Pac b Coont
Srares per yeer $17.00
_-n_ 1_. I"-u-_'_”. ndy Oregon 97055 No 4. ’ '. o 22 1987

A
(T a? fhepins b AR K
— ! — S — -
” N\
ol
S A/ B |
)} )/’)} }_’\‘ .r'} J
rﬁ f/ 51" {ﬂ &/ /‘ L '
M h _ o !
Ry Y o) |
f}‘ s ’ W
h - , \, 7
il : i
h ] 7 N -
. ey 7
“ 77
\ i 7
t //// / ik < 1i
' - L |
& le B
—1% “&
v Zii Wwa’
o PR‘” |
7y /4 ;
/4 / . % ?
([ W y
A P .
II,' . - -
==
. L]
ccliners are plastic seats of power
N (¢ C N '
Evervbody has one pant of the chair peers oul between But that's no reason to keep it,” We have argued about his se
Go into any house in the his toes. An ugly sight, indeed she hurriedly amended. “'I'mnot sick  arrangements for years. I
neighborhood and you'll find 1t lurk I'he sad thing is that recliners THAT often.” cyon days after the honeymoor
Ing In a corner the recliner chair divide the sexes. On the day men and I wanted to jump from my seat and  were much too poor to buy
4 " women are truly equal and half the tell those two that they had friends  so he used the couch. I sold the
It is usually covered in Naugahyde, . e = . . :
skinned. no doubt, from the backs of Supreme Court carries purses to everywhere. Sisters. Sisters of the out from under his sleep
s :lll - g - - '[" ' ‘.u. .II I-I . " work, this truth will still exist: Men  chair. Chairwomen, if you will he got his first recliner
r'” '”' '” “l'l' 'r" - : o " ay "'I \]”' love recliners; women hate them My mother was a sister of the Today he | '
gree WuEgn ormetame o ] ¥ o x 5 : " av he has : wrown one tl
My guess 18 that the male nauga 1 My friend Betty was muttering chair. It h.lpp! ',“d when “'"1,\“ nt to re ‘”; :\ S I.! ,[1! of p h }
t . . - " Montgomery Wards in the 1950s and BRIUS &5 = g Pyt
the green one. ) More often than not it~ about hers the other day. How it had womb. He climbs into 1it, Kick
Littl | to go. How she s s0 ash od of bought what was then heralded as the | : y
will have httle saddle bags on the Lo § w she was so ashamed of it pout fat out and peers at the t
side. as though the person seated in it It's olive green,” she whispered contour chair. There was no subter- _[ ‘-l 75 ‘} I. gy
fuge in a countour chair. About the Detween Nis shppered Tt

was going somewhere and needed to
pack for the trip. And there i1s a bitty
gear shaft, though I have never
recliner in any mode but Park

eena

In a way, the chair does move. Une
minute it just there and the next it
reclines and awful thir happen. A
big chair under the best of cur
cumstances, a recliner rechined flat
out can grow to the size of an aircraft

carrier flight deck. It will wallow
half the room, causi Ly and
small children 1 fle lake  an
astronaut in a nose cone, the occu

Can you believe it”" I nodded know

ingly. Betty believes she is alone in
the world with her olive-green
recliner. Like incest, spouse abuse

and our exact weight, recliner chairs
are something we just don’t talk
about in polite society

At lunch vesterday, two women at
the next table spoke in confidential
tones, unaware of how their voices

arried

It's got to po It's HUGE,' sand
the first. “Well,” said the second, 'l

do hike mine when I'm sick

Yoestervear in Sandy

History group plans meeting Sunday

by MILES AUBIN
Special for The Post

I'he Sandy Pioneer and
Assoctation will hold 1t juarterly
meeting on Sunday, Ol ), al the
Mel Haneberg Comumunity
his will be
dinner at 1 p.m. and a short busine
meeting to tollow

People should tuke their own table
Service

The entertainment that follows the

i will feature Willie

an accordian plaver, Roman

a potluck meeting with

business mes
Fisher I
Scott, local artist and Jerry Lang
Mevers Newcomb, who will present
musical number

I'he Sandy Pioneer A
now in the proce { producing a
bhook of P tur related Lo the early
history of the area. The lemporary
use of any pertinent pretures would
l"'.l[lillil..!rl |

The associalion would Ip
preciat - . f rt "
newspapetr i t I personal
writing o
this area

In the early year ocal writers
contributed article 1 local

NEWSpapers A I ne wil eidom

Bobeats

present. Following are itmes taken
from the Oregon City Enterprise

Boring, Sept. 30, 189 Ole
Amisegrer has erected a hall on the
corner of Richey Avenue and Dog
Fennel Avenue. (This was probably
the first dance hall in the Boring area
and was very near the present farm
of Alvin Richey.) Music was provid
ed by the Fern Hill String Band and
Mr Welch

Boring, Apnil 2, 1898 Wilham
Welch of Salmon River was in Boring
midding his friends goodbye before

leaving for Copper River, Alaska
Dover, May 20, 1898 Joe
DeShazer had a barn raising the
ither day
Damascus, June 20, 1898

Damascus can now boast of having a
foctor, W I H*'“I|I\|l‘.lli M.D., late
of Ohio. He is locating here if people
give him their patronage. His recom
mendations are enough to convince
the most skeptical of his skill

I'he best dance of the season was at
Boon Johnson's barn Saturday night
It was a nice civil crowd

Dover, July 11, 1898 The Dover
Sunday School celebrated the Fourth
of Julv at Joe DeShazer's Park. The
exercises were conducted in a pleas

size of an Oldsmobile, 1t was always
stretched flat out. The rest of the fur-
niture was forced to cower in the far
corner

Since it occupted the main spot in
the room, much like a throne, others
of the family used to sneak into it

His first words on entering the
room were, "'Get out of my chair.”

On the day he died, 1 knew before
Mom told me. She was sitting in his
chair

My hubby, on the other hand, only
appears to have died in his chair

Ing manner

Damascus, Sept. 6, 1898 - S0 many
people are hop picking that very hittle
IS transpiring

Evidently the patronage of the peo
ple of Damascus has well
received. Dr. Hempstead has decid-
ed to stay

Sandy, Aug. 14, 1898 Mr. and
Mrs. Jones had an interesting ex
perience with a bull. While taking a
short cut through Strowbridge’s
pasture, the bull took out after them
and chased them up a tree, and kept
them there until early the next morn-
ing when the bull became discourag-
ed and relieved them of their lofty
position

Boring, Aug. 21, 1899 School
commences Sept. 4 with Miss Rose
Bowerman of Sunnyside at the helm

Boring, Oct. 3, 1899 Mr. Ole
Amisegger made a flying trip to San-
dy on business

One young man’s mind seems te be
preoccupied lately, while threshing,
he was sent o the house for a bucket
of water and returned without 1l
I'here must be some attraction at the
house, Orville

Boring, Oct. 30, 1899 Mr. Ole
Amisegger made a flying trip to

been

from bet
ror i

something rouse hun |
the arms of this padded temptre
he and the chair both gr I 1

protest

I never knew the answer to tl
blem until Sundayv when | spotted
green recliner crumpled at t
of the freeway like a stranded wl
While 1 have certain reserva
about hittering the roadside
wanted rechiners, 1 stil
fast he was driving wher
back and kicked that
truck

Douglas Ridge recently Mo
will get to ring our cowbu
in the near future

One young man in the MM
has been thinking
and taking up botany, his favorit
specimen being the " KRose

Boring, Aug. 7, 190 Ole Amise
ger has settled down to mar
and is showing a responsibilit
ing the head of his family

l,f Idtl' there has been at
of settlers in Boring. They sed

of voing b

come from the South and are K
as the “Cut worm' famly. 11
sweeping the fields as they Lk

everything green. They
trees and eat the green
nuts. They even stripped
Hickey's nice tobacco plant
word has been received that the 4
now rolling and smoking cigars
Sandy, March 21, 190] 15
Junker has purchased the Berd ;
place and has pruned the hat i
This is one of the oldest
Sandy
The booming report
greatly excited some of our peo
Many think that oil can be found
in Sandy, probbly in the la
Meinig's store

by Adam Kraft
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