
Vol 77 No 42

The Sandy Post
SANDY ORFGON THURSDAY O ctober 22 1987 4 ^  I I SPS 481-IWl Sjnal^Cog^25<

Jack Goheen was angry about vandalism at E irh ill Cemetery, but oflicials aren’t sure what corrective actions can be taken

Cemetery vandalism prompts anger
Many people knew Edna Goheen as the spry 
woman who used to take long walks around San­
dy.

When she died earlier this month, the family 
buried her next to her husband at the E irh ill 
Cemetery, on the west end of Sandy on Highway 
26.

Shortly after the burial, her son Jack visited 
the grave and was upset to find his father's tomb­
stone had been toppled by vandals It had stood, 
undisturbed, since 1926.

Another tombstone in the cemetery also has 
been toppled, and the glass faces of several 
gravestones have been been shattered.

Goheen is angry about the vandalism, but of­
ficials aren't sure what action should be taken

Police Chief Ered Punzel said the area could 
be posted as a no trespassing area, and police 
could give citations to people who walk through 
the cemetery.

A road through the cemetery is a convenient 
shortcut from the businesses on the west end of 
Sandy to the high school.

But Punzel cautions that If police start issuing 
citations for trespassing, people who are cited 
could get angry and retaliate

Ken Hallgren, a board member of the Sandy 
Cemetery Association, said members of the 
association have been reluctant to fence in the 
area because they believe the cemetery should 
be accessible

The E irh ill Cemetery and the nearby Scan­
dinavian Cemetery are managed by non-profit 
boards

Punzel and Hallgren said vandalism has been 
a problem in cemeteries thoughout the 
metropolitan area.

"Even larger cemeteries with security people 
have been experiencing vandalism," Hallgren
said

" I  have a lot of sympathy for M r. Goheen,”  
said Punzel, who can recall patroling the 
■etnetery and seeing people out making their 

peace at all hours of the night.
"M aybe," Punzel said, "there are no sacred 

places le ft."

Groups help m aintain pioneer cemetery
When Brenda I-eDoux, a member of a 

church youth group, firs t went with the group 
to the Cherryville Cemetery, the cemetery was 
so overgrown they never found it.

But after she asked her friend. Margo Deinp- 
ster, for directions, LeDoux was able to take 
members of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
latter-day Saints Young Women's Group to 
the cemetery, where they spent a June after­
noon cutting brush and cleaning

In August, Boy Scouts from Troop 246 spent 
three days cleaning up the cemetery They did 
the work to help Rodney Schilperoort fu lfill a 
requirement for his Eagle Scout award

When Michele Watts, adult leader of the 
Young Women's Group, saw the work the 
scouts had done, she was impressed

Watts had hoped the Young Women's Group, 
Mormon church-sponsored Scout Troop 712 
and other community organizations could 
work to maintain the cemetery.

Watts, who hopes to organize more work par­
ties in the future, said Troop 248 has made 
great strides in that direction

She thinks the cemetery is worth maintain­
ing Graves date back to the late 1800s.

According to Sandy Pioneers, Early Set­
tlers and Barlow Road Days," one grave dates

to 1886
Adolf Hertrich of Sandy, who has owned the 

property for about 15 years, said the Barlow 
Koad passes on the north side of the cemetery

According to "Sandy Pioneers," the Cher­
ryville  Cemetery is one of Oregon's oldest " I t  
lies neglected and forlorn amidst an aging 
grove of gnarled maple, hemlock and f ir , "  ac­
cording to the book, which was published in 
1973

Though Hertrich owns the property on which 
the cemetery is located, he said he doesn't 
mind if community groups go in and maintain 
the cemetery

Fire destroys Students score above average on national tests
mobile home

A fire early Sunday morning 
destroyed a mobile home at 
11220 S E Bull Bun Road

Damage was estimated at 
$20,000 for the mobile home and 
at $15,000 for contents

Sandy firefighters arrived at 
the scene at about 3 a m . said 
Eire Marshal Jim Gallagher 
The mobile home was fully in­
volved when firefighters a rr iv ­
ed.

No one was hurt Ignacio 
Cardenas, his wife Karen and 
their three children were out of 
town at the tune the fire occur­
red.

Gallagher said the cause is 
under investigation, but he add­
ed that it appeared to have been 
an electrical fire that started in 
the wall separating the kitchen 
from the living room

In a separate inc id en t, 
firefighters on Monday put out 
some burning arbonitae plants 
th a t 'w e n t  lik e  Rom an 
candles,”  said Gary Connelly, 
fire chief

The eight-foot-tall hedge of 
about a dozen plants, dry from 
the sun and wind, may have 
been ignited by a cigarette

The plants were at Lee 
Gunderson's home at 14805 
Edelweis Drive A service man 
working outside had thrown a 
cigarette butt near where the 
fire started, Connelly said

Except for a few subject areas, 
students within the Sandy Elemen­
tary D istrict have scored above the 
national averages m recent years on 
California Achievement Tests

The tests, given nationw ide, 
measure vocabulary and language 
mechanics, math concepts and ap­
plication. and other academic skills.

On Thursday, the Sandy Elemen­
tary D istrict board heard an hour­
long presentation on test results and 
what they mean to parents and to 
educators

The d istrict was criticized in 
August by the Affordable Education 
Association for a drop in test scores 
last year

Rut, after the presentation and an 
explanation of the snafu that occur­
red the 1985-86 year, board and au­
dience members seemed to have a 
better understanding of where Sandy 
students stand academically

John King, a member of the au­
dience, said tri«- presentation was 
"im pressive," hut suggested the 
district mail test results to parents 
each year

King, a member of the Affordable 
Education Association, said he had a 
hard time getting last year's test 
results from the district

The 1985-86 scores were adjusted 
for the presentation Thursday, and 
except for some problems with spell­
ing and m a th e m a tics , Sandy 
students have scored above average 
on the CAT in recent years Student 
scores dating back to 1983 were 
g ivq i

In the 1985-86 school year the 
year school closed in Sandy because 
of a levy failure the test was 
scored incorrectly by the publisher of

the test
Sandy students were compared 

with students who had not completed 
as much school work at the time the 
test was given. Therefore, Sandy 
students scored high

The next year, however, it ap­
peared scores dropped when in fact 
they were comparable to past years

The presentation was given by 
M arlyn  W illardson, cu rr icu lum  
director for the Clackamas Educa­
tion Service D istrict, and Ralph 
Branson, director of support services 
for Sandy.

The most recent results were from 
tests taken in the spring of 1987

Sandy students scored at or above 
the national average on all tests at all 
grade levels, except in first-grade 
reading, eighth-grade math and all 
levels of spelling with the exception 
of the fifth  grade

Willardson said spelling scores 
were low all over Clackamas County 
"There are a lot of districts, not just 
Sandy, looking at tha t," he said

The low scores in spelling could be 
attributed to how the tests are given

In the classroom, students write 
down the spelling of a word that is 
pronounced for them On the CAT, 
however, students must find the cor­
rectly spelled word as it fits into a 
sentence.

The difference in the way subject 
matter is taught and the way it is 
presented on tests can make a d if­
ference in the test results, Willardson 
said

He said first-grade reading results 
may be low because the district does 
not offer kindergarten But students 
seem to catch up in later years, ac­
cording to test results

“ Erom that I would say the reading 
program at Sandy us working very 
well," Willardson said

l j s t  year's eighth-grade class 
scored  below  average  in 
mathematics

High scores were achieved in fifth-

Sandy transit 
options costly

It would cost the city of Sandy bet­
ween $34.000 and $65.000 a year to 
provide mass transit service if the c i­
ty severs its ties w ith Tri-Met

In a report to the City Council Mon­
day, City Manager Tom Keber said 
that it is expensive for Tri-Met to pro­
vide service to Sandy and it also 
would be expensive for Sandy to pro­
vide a sim ilar service

If the city offered lim ited bus ser­
vice within the city of Sandy, and 
matched Tri-M et’s nine runs per day. 
the cost would be about $65,000 per 
year

To offer m inimal service, such as 
four runs to Gresham per day, the 
cost would be about $34,000

Keber said a payroll tax could be 
used to finance local service He said 
the tax might be two-tenths of 1 per­
cent of a business's gross payroll in­
stead of the sixth-tenths of 1 percent 
currently being paid to Tri-Met

That business tax is the main 
reason that Sandy leaders are con­
sidering pulling out of the Tri-Met 
district They say that Sandy pays 
more to Tri-Met in taxes than it 
receives in service.

W ithdrawal from  the T ri-M et 
d istrict was made possible by a bill 
approved by the leg is la ture  this 
year

In looking at the alternatives, 
Keber did not seem anxious for the 
city of Sandy to get into the mass

Signal experiment 
drawing attention

As climbers begin to use signal 
devices on Mount Hood next spring, 
they w ill have the attention of moun­
taineering groups around the world

Craig l ’etrie, co-chairman of the 
Mountain Signal Memorial Eund, 
told the Sandy Chamber of Com­
merce Tuesday that climbing groups 
worldwide are watching the experi­
ment being conducted on the south 
slope of Mount Hood

"Success here could have an im ­
pact on w ild e rn e ss  sa fe ty  
everyw he re ," be said. "W e 've  
received calls from throughout the 
United States and the world This is 
not being done anywhere else."

Petrie also told the chamber that 
tri«- Mountain Signal Memorial Eund, 
a non-profit corporation, has gone 
through a long process to bring signal 
devices to the mountain But the ef­
forts should bring increased safety to 
climbers and recognition to Mount 
HixkI as the first place where the 
devices were used

The Mountain Signal Memorial 
Eund was created in 1986 following 
the tragedy that claimed the lives of 
n ine c lim b e rs  fro m  Oregon 
Episcopal School.

f*hri<n by Scott Newton

Ralph Branson goes through a stack of test scores.

through eighth-grade reading; first 
and second-grade math; second-, 
third-, fourth-, seventh and eighth 
grade science; all levels of social 
studies except fifth-grade i which

Turn to TEST, Page 4

transit business When you get right 
down to it, 1 don't think it's  very cost 
effective for us to do it , "  Heber said

But a city mass transit system 
could be less expensive than 
Tri-Met's

Reber said it is costs Tri-Met $¿1,500 
or more a year for each person who 
takes advantage of the mass transit 
service to Sandy The estimate is 
based on the cost of Tri-Met service 
and the number of riders

Sandy businesses are paying from 
$75,000 to $100,000 per year to Tri-Met 
through the payroll tax If 39 people 
arrive or leave town each day, the 
cost is from $3,500 to $5.000 per per­
son per year, according to "very 
rough estimates,”  Reber said

Dick Eeeney, executive director of 
government affairs, also spoke to the 
council Monday He said Tri-Met 
realizes that communities such as 
Sandy, Estacada, Damascus and 
Boring are paying more for mass 
transit sendee than they are getting 
in return

The city has until Aug 30, 1988. to 
.submit a petition for withdrawal to 
the T ri Met board The petition would 
have to be signed by 15 percent of the 
residents in the area seeking to 
withdraw from Tri-Met

A public hearing on the issue w ill 
be held Nov 16 The City Council is 
interested in hearing from people 
who use the service.

The fund w ill be used to purchase 
as many as 100 transmitting units, at 
a cost of about $300 apiece The units 
w ill be loaned to climbers on Mount 
Hood. The memorial fund group 
plans to make them available at 
sporting goods stores that cater to 
mountain climbers.

The transmitters, about the size of 
a half-dollar and weighing about four 
ounces, would lx1 carried by climbing 
groups. If one of the groups was 
reported missing, rescue teams 
would use a "finding un it" to locate 
the group

The transmitters, which must be 
turned on in the case of an emergen­
cy, have a range of at least 25 miles, 
Petrie said They tire made by an 
Arizona company for use in tracking 
wildlife

Climbers w ill not lx- required to 
carry the devices, blit Petrie expects 
that all professional guides w ill carry 
them

Although the transmitters seem to 
be a common sense way to find lost 
hikers, Petrie said the search method 
has not been used for a variety of

Turn to SIGNAL, Page 4.

Sandy scores 
below state 
SAT averages

Sandy High School students 
scored above the national 
average in the verbal portion of 
the Scholastic Aptitude Test but 
below ’ he Oregon average

In the math section of th«- 
SAT. Sandy students scored 
txdow both the national and 
l Iregon averages

In 1987, Oregon had the se­
cond highest average in the na­
tion

Hart said a reorganization of 
the mathematics department 
about three years ago helped 
bring about a 14-point increase 
in the math scores from 1986

Any junior or senior at Sandy 
High School may take the 
Scholastic Aptitude Test 

\ n t i o t i i i l  A v v n u lu

V erbal.............................430
M ath................................47«

( >rvU«»tt A venule
V erbal............................ 444
M ath............................... .484

Sandy A venule

V erbal.............................437
M ath............................... 472


