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Editorial & Opinion Scott N ew ton , ed ito r
Konnda Hedlund, a dve rtis ing  rep resen ta tive
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Tri-Met issue has 
lon£-ran£e impact

Sandy residents and people living within the larger com­
munity should participate in the City Council's study of 
whether to withdraw from the Tri-Met taxing district.

The City Council will hold its first meeting on the subject 
Monday evening. The questions to be raised could have far- 
reaching consequences.

State Sen. Bob Kintigh. R-Springfield, said last summer that 
Clackamas County business owners annually pay $1.8 million 
in taxes but received only $800,000 in services.

A Tri-Met representative said Sandy pays $139,000 for 
$41,000 worth of bus seivice that connects to an $80 million 
mass transit system.

The city of Sandy, with help from the Sandy Area Chamber 
of Commerce, is conducting its own survey on the cost of the 
payroll tax to local business.

The payroll tax levied by Tri-Met is six-tenths of 1 percent of 
the gross payroll of a business.

As all local business owners know, the cost of mass transit is 
expensive.

As it is, Sandy is at least tied to the Portland metropolitan 
area with a rudimentary service.

Could better service be obtained at a lower cost? Would San­
dy be better off with no service at all, selling prospective 
business owners on the idea of living in an area without the 
Tri-Met payroll tax? Who would be hurt if Sandy simply drop­
ped out of the system?

This is an issue that defies simple answers.
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Seaside improvements cause reflection

Letters to the editor

City doesn’t
help business

I grew up in a small town in central 
New Jersey The town, over 200 years 
old, was once a bustling m ill town 
Hut. when I was growing up, it was 
economica lly  depressed

My friends were poor and the ir 
parents worked at nearby plastic (ac­
iones and paper m ills , or were not 
employed at a ll

I went back to this town not long 
ago and found that it was once again 
bustling This tim e it was not the 
m ills  that were holding the economy 
together but sm all businesses: a n ti­
que stores, restaurants, g ift stores, 
etc.

This town was not unlike the c ity  ot 
Sandy Unfortunately, the Sandy c ity  
government has not recognized the 
value of small businesses and con­
tinues to hinder them by introducing 
laws lim itin g  the use of A-frame 
signs These signs are a m ajor form  
of advertisem ent for small business

In order to make this town the 
quaint place you want it to lie, you 
have to let small businesses grow I 
know several businesses that would 
upgrade the appearances of the ir 
build ings and signs if they only had 
the income coming in the ir doors to 
do so.

These places are try ing  to give 
something to the city of Sandy, so 
why don't you give them a chance’

Alex Farnham  
Sandy

Snndy Post letter policy
Letters to the editor should be 

typed, double-spaced and signed An 
address and telephone num ber 
should also be provided, although on­
ly the name of the le tte r w rite r and 
the city or area he is from  w ill be 
published

Letter w rite rs  may also wish to in­
clude a title  or office held if it is ap­
propria te  considering the subject 
m atte r of the le tter

The news deadline of noon I uesday
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Thunks, Stifevvuy, 
Snndy community

We would like to thank Safeway 
and the Sandy com m unity fo r helping 
us w ith our successful paper drive

Ixiis D r ill 
Blue M arlin  Aquatic Club

City spirit
or ¿host town

Dick Harrison 's suggestion at the 
last City Council meeting to ban a ll 
A-frame signs in Sandy has sent the 
message to the business community 
that he does not want to deal w ith any 
controversy.

A-fram e signs are an im portant 
tool fo r small businesses. Small 
businesses without 90 feet of frontage 
can not, under the c ity  code, have a 
free standing sign

To ban A-frame signs would put the 
sm all businesses at a distinct disad­
vantage

The newly formed Small Business 
Association of Sandy asks the City 
Council to work w ith businesses to 
come up w ith a viable solution or the 
c ity  of Sandy w ill surely become a 
ghost town

When our C ity Council members 
re fer to the sp irit of Sandy, are they 
speaking of a ghost town?

Joe la n g e lla , owner 
Jo Jo's Pizza

Sandy

is also the deadline fo r letters to the 
editor

Letters should be accurate, free of 
libelous rem arks and in good taste 
This newspaper attempts to publish 
a ll letters it receives from  area 
residents

We reserve the right to edit letters 
to conform  to sty le guidelines or for 
length Letters should lie 100 words 
long
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We sneaked down to the beach over 
the weekend and stole the last days of 
summ er righ t out from  under the 
nose of w inter

Any savvy Oregonian knows that 
the secret of a good weekend at the 
beach is in the wind The more it 
bellows down the gorge, the better 
the coast w ill be

By the tim e the East Wind got to 
Seaside it was spent, worn down to a 
m ere zephyr We East County 
residents don't know a much about 
zephyrs Our wind comes in bigger 
doses But zephyrs are the warm  l i t ­
tle puffs that r iff le  your hair when 
you are s itting  on the sand in your 
shirtsleeves. The breezes that carry 
the scents of cotton candy and pop­
corn down Broadway . And that nice 
beachy, dock smell that you get near 
the pier in Astoria

You know the smell A b it of fish A 
drop of oil. A skosh of gasoline A 
tang of creosote. A ll cured in the 
brine of sea

" I t  smells a little  b it bad." said my 
friend Ed, draw ing great draughts of 
sea a ir up his industrial-sized nose, 
" lik e  you really shouldn't be enjoying 
it."

The best part about the breeze at

Meetings demonstrate sitting styles
This isn 't about head bumps or 

lines in the palm of the hand This is 
about s itting, plain old sitting in a 
chair. I ’ve discovered that the way a 
person sits te lls quite a story.

For example, 1 attended a meeting 
recently to report on what happened. 
Now, reporters sit through a lot of 
meetings And most people w ill agree 
that meetings can be monumentally 
boring. So reporters spend a lot of 
tim e being bored

At this one meeting and I could 
safe ly say it represented most 
meetings I attend there was a 
va rie ty  of people and an even 
broader number of ways to sit

Let’s start at the top w ith the cha ir­
man of the meeting Whoops, before I 
go on, let me qu ickly add that this 
was a pretty in form al meeting It 
was not a su it-tie , power-dress 
meeting where everyone sits as if 
they’re at a funeral No, this was a 
pretty cool a ffa ir , which is the best 
place fo r le tting it a ll hang out, sit- 
wise, I mean

And hanging out was exactly what 
the chairm an was doing This cha ir­
man fellow was the kind of guy who 
likes to place his hands behind his
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the beach last weekend was that it 
carried the sound of the slide trom ­
bone and the bang of the banjo. It 
came tr ick lin g  out of the Moose 
Ixxlge in Astoria and syncopating out 
the door of the E lks Ixxlge in Seaside. 
It was the Oregon D ixie land Jubilee 
and trad itiona l jazz fans filled  the 
motels They clapped the ir hands 
They strutted and they danced And 
everytim e we looked into the crowd, 
we spotted someone we knew 
Sometimes, Oregon is a very small 
club, and you never know who w ill

head and look like he’s a superhero 
p re p a rin g  to take  f l ig h t  And 
sometimes, I confess, that's a com­
fortab le  position But not at a 
meeting. I mean, i t ’s a lit t le  d ifficu lt 
to ta lk to a man when his a rm pits are 
looking back at you.

Just down the table from  the ch a ir­
man was a woman who did not shift 
in her seat once during the nearly 
three-hour meeting .She sat like a 
statue, except when she talked. Then 
she was animated w ith her hands and 
used her motions to emphasize her 
verbal points But unless she was 
speaking, it  was hard to figure out

D o  Y0 (j KNOW A N X 
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wash up at the beach or turn  up on 
the Turnaround.

My firs t job out of college was at 
the  n e w sp a p e r in  S eas ide . I 
rem ember it as a bleak and often 
tawdry town A ll honky-tonk and ca r­
n ival in a mustard-yellow kind of 
light There were good parts, of 
course The Turnaround was there 
and so was the Prom w ith its lovely 
old, weathered-shingle houses facing 
the ocean But mostly, Seaside had 
seen better days.

These days there is more than one 
turnaround in Seaside. The people 
there spruced the place up and head­
ed the ir town in a whole new d irec­
tion Flowers grow in street-side 
beds A b o a rd w a lk  r im s  the  
Necamcum R iver.

There are walkways and lamp 
posts and benches. The things that c i­
ty planners call 'street fu rn itu re ." 
Street fu rn itu re  is a good term . 
Because Seaside is now the kind of 
place you like to hang around in, as 
comfy as your liv ing  room

It d idn 't come easily The people 
there voted in favor of the same tax- 
increment funding scheme that was 
turned down here in Gresham last 
spring When G resham  Outlook

whether she was alive or not
Not so at the other end of the table 

The woman at the other end of the 
table was sh ifting her s itting  position 
more than Pat Robertson on the sub­
ject of children born out of wedlock

She'd shift her feet, her hands, her 
back, just about every th ing shiftable 
At one point, she'd wrapped her leg 
around the table post. Toward the 
middle of the meeting, I noticed that 
she had placed on elbow on the table, 
her face in the palm of her hand and 
was looking sideways at the cha ir­
man, who was s till preparing to take 
Hight

Then later, she sat w ith her arms 
folded Folks more fa m ilia r w ith non­
verbal comm unication sk ills  w ill te ll 
you that such a position is a defensive 
one I don't know Sometimes just ty ­
ing your arm s up so you don't have to 
worry about them is a useable option

Anyway, I identified w ith  the 
woman in constant motion I too 
move around a lot Ancient teachers 
would say I am a fidgety person. I 
cross the legs, slouch, s it up s tra ight, 
sh ift, groan, hold m y head and 
generally try to keep the old body 
guessing what's next

I guess I'm  try ing  to keep my body

X  r  e

re p o rte r C h ris ty  T rue went to 
Seaside in March to w rite  a story 
about their turnaround, she wrote 
that the tax rate there is $1.71 per 
$1,000 more than it would have been 
without the urban renewal plan On 
the other hand, property values have 
triOled in Seaside and the town has a 
new sewer plant that it would have 
had to buy anyway.

So that's how we ended up ta lk ing 
about tax-increm ent financing and 
other mundane m atters as we walked 
down Seaside's sunny streets last 
weekend We ta lked  about the 
meetings on a plan to fix  up T rou t­
dale that are taking place righ t now 
And I felt better about s itting  in on 
those meetings and taking part They 
are the boring stories you force 
yourselves to read in the newspaper

the "sp inach" of the news that you 
consume because i t ’s good fo r you

B u t som etim es i t  a l l  comes 
together in  something as fine as 
Seaside on a sunny day w ith  jazz and 
cotton candy in the a ir

And you hope it can happen for 
your own town. The goixl part about 
being an Oregonian is that we have 
such good raw m ateria l to work with

awake to make it through monumen­
ta lly boring meetings

Just down the row of seats from  me 
was the Man-W ith-The-I’ lan. This 
guy was s itting  on the edge of his life. 
W ith his hands clasped, his body 
leaning out over his knees at a 
45-degree angle, this fellow was fu ll 
of business I ca ll this the lineman 
position because of its s im ila r ity  to a 
football linem an’s stance just before 
he beats heads w ith the other team

I wanted to shout "34, 34, hut, h u t '"  
But I didn't.

F ina lly , there was the woman who 
was sitting norm ally enough, but the 
way she sat down caught my eye 
When she approached the cha ir, she 
walked up, turned and plopped down 
Boom

No indecision and no measure to 
make sure that she missed the arm  
rest No, it was walk, tu rn  and plop 
And that cha ir had better be ready or 
she'll te ll it a thing or two.

Ixxikmg back. I'm  not sure what 
this analysis te lls me about how s it­
ting  relates to personality. But, you 
see. mast meetings are like that as 
w e ll — m uch ado about very 
l it t le  . . .  and by the way, wake up 
the reporter on the way out

by Adilin Krsitt
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