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Using things for money
By Jim Forrwy

You pmbably know a penny, a nickel, or 
a quarter w hen you see one hut d»m't think 
you can always tell that something is 
money just by looking at it

For instance, elephants, cattle and fish 
h«x>ks once served as money Romans used 
to pay their soldiers in salt Indians used 
wampum and shells For a while, playing 
cards wen* used as money in Quebec

How could people have used all that 
s lu tf

Actually. |ust about anything can serve 
as money as long as people pmmise to 
accept it and trust each other to keep their 
promises But money does have to have 
other characteristics as well

First, you have to he able to move it eas­
ily. Those elephants were tough to get mov 
mg. but once they got started, there was no 
stopping them' You have to be* able Io 
accept it in trade for goods or services, 
otherw ise. why use- it? Finally, you have to 
he able to save it for later Maybe you don't 
want to buy an Hein right away but will 
need your money to buy it later on

Whenever enough people living in an 
area got used to exchanging something as 
money, that thing became money Bui pro­
blems developed w hen people started 
traveling far and w ule. selling g»xxls to out 
siders People who used stones for money 
just wouldn't accept bits of metal That's 
when state governments and later, national

governments. began making their own 
money.

The new government money gradually 
replaced the local stuff because most 
people felt safer trusting the* government to 
stand behind the money. Nowadays, most 
money looks pretty much the* same Most 
money — even money ftom other coun­
tries — comes in the form of paper and 
coins

One last historical point Video games 
wen- no, invented until long alter metal 
coins wen- widely accepted as money. Its  
a gixxl thing. ,<x». since it would have been 

get elephants 
coin slots

Jesuit High School 
OPEN HOUSE

For "Th and Hth grade lx »vs. patents 
and families

Sunday, October 25 
2:00-4:30 p.m.

A
T

•t
Jesuit:

\ t. atliolu . college- preparatory high school 
open to all qualified bovs

9 0 0 0  s.U. Beaverton llwy., Kirtland 
( all ¿92-2663 for information

Sponsored Bv

PORTLAND
TEACHERS

( K U H  I I M O V
Serving the financial needs ol 
school employees and their 
families in Clackamas. Colum­
bia. Multnomah. Yamhill, and 
Washington counties

R.S.V.P.
from Carolyn and Mom

Kids and parents don't always agree on 
the solutions to problems Carolyn and 
Mom share their solutions with you It 
you have a question for them, send it to 
R S V P .  Kw/ig Anum tin. I’O Box 
12409. Portland. OR 97212

Question: I plav soccer I have this kid on 
my team livery body says this other kid 
on my team is better than me I tell every 
body he stinks When we have a game. I 
tell myself I'm going to do better than he 
does but it always backfires. What can I 
do?

C arolyn says: Whenever anyone tells you 
that this kid is better than you. just tell 
them that's why you're glad he plays tor 
your team and no, another one.

blasting your teammate out ol the water, 
work together Isn't that what team spirit 
is all about' Maybe- you could learn some 
thing fn»m his game Keep an eye on him. 
and maybe you'll pick up some pointers

Question: My sister always pulls my hair 
1 teel like pulling her hair, bu, my father 
is always there What should I do ’

C arolyn says: Your sister started this, but 
we are going to end it. fell your sister, 
once and for all. that if she pulls your hair 
lust one more tune you are going to rip 
every strand of hair out ot her little head 
Then if she ever pulls you, hair again, pull 
hers, very quickly, but hard

Mom savs: I couldn’t disagree more' 
Come on' Is that any way to deal with 
this ’ l et me ask you one question W hat 
an- Y( )l ’ doing to your sister to make her 
want to pull your hair ’ Maybe it you stop

she will. too.
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The G roup.
G oing to school means a lot more 

than show ing up for class.

Mom says: Instead of using up energy ‘Answer please
For leens. honest and entertaining stories about everyday hie 

For parents, a new v lew ot w hat it really means to grow np in the SOs

IVhafs happening

O c to b e r  8  — National Kraut 
Sandw ich Week During this vv eek you 
are supposed to try sauerkraut in a 
sandwich

O c to b e r  9  — Leit Erikson Day 
Celebrates the discovery of North 
America in the year 1000 by the Viking 
explorer.

O c to b e r  11 — National School 
Lunch Week, fry something new for 
lunch this week (Maybe sauerkraut ’)

O c to b e r  12 — Columbus Day 
Celebrates the anniversary ol Christ 
opher Columbus' arrival in America 
in 1492.
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