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A happy
wanderer

Wadsworth traveled
Oregon Trail for fun

by SHARON NESBIT
Staff writer

The dust had barely settled on the Oregon Trail
when people began traveling it just for fun

Fthel Sprague Wadsworth was 6 when she and
her family climbed into a horse<drawn covered
wagon in Boise, Idaho, and set off on a vacation
over the famous immigrant road to the world's
fair in Portland, the Lewis and Clark Exposition.

Wadsworth's father, Ernest Sprague, was one
of those fellows with a serious case of itchy feet
He came by it naturally.

“They said that his dad, my grandfather,
traveled all over to South America and to Central
America. He'd come home and stay a while and
then leave again. After he was gone, there'd be
another baby. They had nine children,”
Wadsworth says

As a child, Wadsworth was swept along on her
parents’ adventures. These days she is as firmly
rooted to the ground as the plants she loves to
tend. A resident of Darletta Amburn's foster
care home in Boring, Wadsworth, now nearly 89,
is a victim of rheumatoid arthritis.

The fingers of her left hand curl up on
themselves like the petals of a rosebud. The il-
Iness ties her to a wheelchair most of the time,
but it has not snared a rambunctious spirit.

““It takes stubborness, guts and persistence for
anybody to live with this stuff,” she declares.
““And that's the word with the bark on it too.”

Just as she forces her fingers to respond by do-
ing crafts and needlework, Wadsworth exercises
her brain by remembering the past. She says it
keeps her mind open.

“My dad was quite a person to travel” she
starts out, remembering the day in 1905 that she,
her mother, Jessie, and her brother, Glenn, all
set out with “Papa’’ to go to Portland to the fair,
a 430-mile trip. They hitched their covered
wagon to two horses, one sorrel and one white,
and left in June to cross the hot, dry reaches of
Eastern Oregon.

“I remember one time we camped in & school
yard under a tree and a bird dirtied in my plate,”
Wadsworth recalls with a whoop of surprise and
disgust.

When the family arrived in Portland, they
camped at Oaks Park and took the trolley car to
the fair. She best remembers the trick carnival
mirrors where she and her brother would stand
laughing at their images, now fat, now thin

Not yet content, the Spragues pushed on to
lillamook where they knew a fellow who made
cheese and Wadsworth gasped, “Oh phew,"” at
the stench of limburger.

The diaries of those trips are gone, destroyed
by Wadsworth's mother. Too young then to
remember precise details, Wadsworth can only
guess that the trip took several months. To the
best of her recollection, they returned to Boise
before winter fell.

The journey home was slightly different. They
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put their wagon aboard a sternwheeler in
Portland and traveled up the Columbia as far as
Cascade Locks to avold the mountain ~oads

In 1907, the family hitched up the wagon and
took off again, this time north to Sandpoint,
across Washington's Okanogan River and all the
way to Skagit County where they bought a farm
in Bay View, a small community on the edge of
the Puget Sound

It was on that trip that Wadsworth saw her
first car. ““The horses were so scared it took two
men to hold them,” she remembers

If Wadsworth had a home during her growing-

up years, it was at Bay View. But living there
was a hit and miss affair interspersed with a 1910
trip to Florida to grow vegetables and a six-
month stint in Havre, Mont., to run a restaurant
The trip to Florida was made on the train and

by Sleve Lsibbons

Arthritis forces Ethel Sprague Wadsworth of Boring to stay close to home these days.

took 13 days and 13 nights

Wadsworth paid a price for her footloose ex-
istence The
year she was in the seventh grade, she mos ed
three times

She married her husband, Harry Wadsworth
a descendent of poet Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, in 1919 in Montana. The pair settled
in Oregon in 1942, Shortly after the war they
opened Stark Street Gardens at Southeast 157th
Avenue and Stark Street. Harry Wadsworth died
in 1975

Ethel Wadsworth has three children. Two
sons, possibly victims of the family wanderlust,
live in Texas and California. A daughter, Eldah
Nelson, lives in Boring

“Roots. Well, my roots is this arthritis,”
Wadsworth says, kicking an impatient foot from
her wheelchair. *‘It's got me tied down.”

Her s hm'lmh suffered, she RAYS

The Sandy Fire District had plann
ed to burn a house at 38262 Hood
Street on Saturday, but arsonists
i beat the district to the punch

The fire on Saturday may have
been the third set by juveniles in San-
dy in recent weeks

The district had planned to burn
the house for purposes of training
firefighters. A hole had been cut in
the roof to increase ventilation

On the way to another call, the San-
dy fire chief noticed smoke coming
from the building and stopped to in-
vestigate. Fire damaged a bedroom
and burned the roof before
firefighters could extinguish it, said
Iim Gallagher, Sandy fire marshal

Gallagher said juveniles were seen
leaving the scene. Anyone with infor-

The Sandy City Council is not
satisfied with the response il receiv-
ed from the state on its request to add
a greeting to the ‘“‘Welcome to
Sandy’ signs

The City Council would like to add,

Home of the Sandy Mountain
Festival” to the bottom of its signs,
but the state said the message would
not be allowed because of ad-

mation is asked to call the district at
668-8093

People with information may be
eligible for up to a $5,000 reward from
the Oregon arson fund, Gallagher
said. The arson fund, sponsored by
insurance companies, pays for tip
that lead to the arrest and conviction
of people who start fires

Gallagher said the fire district ur
vestigated a fire that was sel In
bushes off Pioneer Boulevard last
week, and learned of another fire five
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Forest service plans salce
of timber south of Multopor

A timber sale, with 16 acres to be
clear cut and another 76 acres lo be
thinned, is planned between the
Multorpor ski area and Still Creek
Road

Logging in the the U.S. Forest Ser
vice's “‘backside planning area’ will
have a ‘“slight visual impact” for
skiers who look to the south from the
top of the ski area

‘Someone who knows

what to look for will

probably notice it.’
Kate Halleran

“Someone who knows what to look
for will probably notice it,"’ said Kate
Halleran, forester for the Zigzag and
Columbia Gorge ranger districts

““Most people probably can’t tell
when a forest has been commercially
thinned,"" she added

One clearcut will be about five
acres in size, another about 11 acres
The preferred alternative — recom
mended by a team made up of a
forester, fisheries biologist,
hydrologist and other specialists
recommends that two stands of old
growth timber, less than 30 acres
each in size, be left intact

Halleran said most of the area 1s
made up of second-growth timber
that grew after a fire 60 years ago

The entire planning unit 1s 500
acres in size and is south of the
Multorpor ski resort

The area is designated as “‘roaded
recreation’’ by the forest service
which means it will be managed for
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Woman satisfactory atter
auto-pedestrian accident

A Sandy woman was in satisfac
tory condition Wednesday following
an automobile-pedestrian accident
Saturday at 5:45 p.m

Vera Helena Ayers received a
broken leg, facial lacerations and
other injuries, according to a
spokeswoman at Mount Hood
Medical Center
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Avenue whi
Clayton Aller 1 194
Hoad t
Boule | t h \
[t'|J-l'

No citat ¢
investipgal

Teachers hope individual help can reduce dropout rate

by SCOTT NEWTON
Staff writer

David Johnson, an
teacher
whether the prescription learning
center at Sandy High School could
help studenls i1mprove their
language and vocabulary skills

Englist
WAas once ﬁ'Kl"lTif al about

Do we want a computer

English course he wondered

or six weeks earlier on Scales |
Avenue | But Johnson has since been cor
| vinced
Gallagher said Oregon law holds |
parents liable for damages of up to
$5,000 per child per incident in arson
fires I'm tired, but it's
very satisfying. I'm
enthusiastic  about

State won't let eity add
‘Mountain Festival’ to signs

ministrative rules

Don Wilson, acting city manager,
told the council that he worked for
two years to convince the state to
allow Sandy to put the city seal on
welcome SIgns

The City Council directed the staff
to keep working for approval of the
‘Home of the Mountain Festival
signs

Man found guilty of arson

Michael D. Miller, 20, of 38200 Net-
tie Connett Drive, was found guilty of
second-degree arson and burglary by
a 12-person jury in Clackamas Coun-
ty Circuit Court on Friday

Miller was the person who reported
the fire on Jan. 12 that damaged the

Sandy High School barn

The fire caused about $6 000 in
damage to the structure with the f
of the barn destroyed. N¢
jured in the fire

one was 1n

Miller has not been sentenced

this program.’
Gary Curtis

I'm seeing it work. I've seen a

lot of progress already

Johnson works with 35 students in
two English classes, and Gary Cur
tis works with 5 students in five
mathematics classes as part of the
prescription learning center. The
center provides students with in
dividual instruction in mathmatics
and English to correct deficiences

Superintendent Kent Heaton told
the Sandy Area Chamber of Com
merce last month that 33 percent of
Sandy High School's students drop
out over a four-year period. The
prescription learning enter 1s a
program designed to address that
high dropout rate
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Gary Curtis said he thinks the individualized program generated by a
computer is an effective way of teaching.

Curtis said members of the high
mathematics staff met
with math teachers in the feeder
schools and received help in identi-

school’s

When they finish the course work
fying students who might have pro-
blems

Those students, and others who
already were attending Sandy High
School were referred to the

prescription learning center

Once at the center, they took tests

that helped identify areas they
needed help in. Each day the
puter or filling out a notebook
follow a prescribed lesson plar

they take a test on the material. If
they receive a score of 80 percent or
better, they begin working on the
next lesson

The computer tells students and
the teacher exactly where a student
stands. It also can generate a writ
ten evaluation for parents at the
touch of a button

Although most of the math
students test below the ninth-grade
level, Curtis said some of the
students just need individual atten
tion in specific areas

For example, one girl continued
in a geometry while she
received special instruction in the
use of fractions

CLASS

Ve
1 at
t
I b
aldl
il
Kind I
metu
ard game th

derstand

lill ] b ]
prograim has fewer
the math prog
English prog
the problem
students

cur 1 ] '
fectivens

Student
puter ise U ind
when they !

I‘.’ "TF'! Ill‘.I L] 1 f 1he
Curtis said I MNE In
satisfying ‘ i about
this program



