350 needed for building phase

Fuijitsu to open semiconductor plant

by CHRISTY TRUE
Staff writer

Fujitsu Microelectronics will pro-
ceed within the next 30 days to begin
construction of a major semiconduc-
tor fabrication facility at Northeast
Glisan Street in Gresham

Fujitsu officials made the an-
nouncement Tuesday morning at a
press conference at Gresham City
Hall, almost three years after pur-
chasing the 200 acres of property

The Japanese firm announced it
will initiate construction with a $70
million first phase, which is expected
to employ 350 people within two
years. Construction of the first ;\hn\m
will begin in September and is ex-
pected to be in operation in the fall of
1988

The plant will be Fujitsu's first
wafer manufacturing plant in the
U.S. and represents the first major
semiconductor investment in the
U.S. by any company in the last three
years. Fujitsu had announced its in-
tentions to build a Gresham plant
almost three years ago, but a severe
downtown in the worldwide computer
chip market shelved plans for the
plant until recently

Ken Katashiba, a company senior
vice president, made the announce-
ment in front of Gresham City Hall to
a crowd that included Gov. Neil
Goldschmidt, former Gov. Vic
Atiyeh, state Sen. Glenn Otto and
state Rep. Lonnie Roberts

Gresham an ideal location,
close to our customers and Fujitsu
headquarters in Santa Clara, Calif.,”
Katashiba said

Goldschmidt said that Gresham's
perserverance throughout the
waiting period helped bring about the
decision to begin construction of the
plant

Gresham never quit proposing,
hustling and encouraging and the
people of this state never gave up on
Fujitsu. And today, all of us in
Oregon, and we think the Fujitsu
family, are winners,"" he said

Katashiba said the decision to build
in Gresham signals a reversal of the
economic slump that hit the elec-
tronics industry in 1985

This was a worldwide issue. We at
Fujitsu felt the impact in our con-
cerns about global semiconductor
overcapacity. These concerns
delayed our plans to build here,” he
said. ““The slump has had a signifi-
cant impact on the state of Oregon as
well. But, from here on, we see a
definite upturn in the U.S. semicon-
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Fujitsu
contributes
to growth

by CHRISTY TRUE
Staff writer

Fujitsu Microelectronics’ decision
to proceed with the construction of a
computer chip manufacturing plant
in Gresham, will mean more jobs,
lower taxes and additional economic
development in the area, officials
said

Fujitsu will begin construction of
the the $70 million first phase of the
project in September. The first phase
will employ 350 people and the com-
pany hopes to employ 2,800 people by
2005

Most of the plant’'s employees will
be hired from the U.S. workforce, Fu-
jitsu officials said Tuesday The
plant’'s employment 1s expected to
generate hundreds of other jobs in
East County, furthering stimulating
the area economy

“It means 350 jobs, said Tom
Griffith, Gresham City Council presi-
dent. “And for every dollar that is
generated from payroll, it goes out
into the community and rolls around
four or five times."”

The added Fujitsu workforce will
create new income which will be
spent on supporting a whole range of
services. said Peter Tryon, manager
of business research for the state
Economic Development Depart-
ment

Some of the Fujitsu jobs will be
fairly sophisticated and high paying

1 think there will be a cross range
of managers, technicians and
laborers,”” Griffith said

Every property owner in Gresham
will be benefited by the development
in the form of lower property taxes,
said Bob Burrow, director of the East
Multnomah County Economic
Development Commission

The $70 million that the company
plans on investing in construction of
the first phase will raise the assessed
value of the property substantially
enough to lower taxes in the rest of
the district, Burrow said

Property taxes will be impacted
downward,” Burrow said. “The §70
million is a significant amount when
you look at the entire assessed value
of the (Gresham High) school
district. It will increase the assessed
value in the district by about 5 per-
cent,” he said

If the assessed value of the proper-
ty reaches $130 million as Fujitsu of-
ficials first predicted, it would mean
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