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Barn had role in primroses’ history
by IR E N E  RKADFIELD  
Special to The Poat

Gardening and Beyond, by
Florence Beilis i T im ber Press, 
Portland, 819 959 

Many local people w ill remember 
F lorence l-evy B e ilis 's  famous 
prim rose nursery at Bamhaven 
Those people, along w ith gardeners 
and book lovers, w ill enjoy this 
book.

Those who remember that Bar- 
nhaven on Johnson C i t . k  e ff 
Dowsett la n e  became the world 's 
top prim rose nursery w ill also 
rem em ber Beilis and her special 
ta lent for growing things

This industrious, introspective 
woman worked quietly fo r 30 years 
as a m ail-order wholesaler and 
re ta ile r specializing in primroses 
and received vis itors from  a ll over 
the world

Just as q u ie tly , she w ro te
'Gardening and Beyond," a work 

as ly r ic a lly  b e a u tifu l as her 
primroses

Beilis now lives in Lincoln City
She tends a garden that overlooks 
the ocean, taking tim e to walk the 
beach and appreciate at leisure the 
seen and unseen wonders of our 
planet But when you pick up her 
book, don't expect it to be an ac­
count of her adventures at Bar- 
nhaven or a h is to ry  of the 
Am erican Prim rose Society, which 
she co-founded Beilis was also 
founding editor of the American 
Prim rose Society publication 

Her book has a coastal setting, 
yet ranges fa r and wide both 
geographically and philosophical­
ly. Barnhaven is remembered lov­
in g ly  w ith  em phas is  on the 
knowledge gained there about 
E arth 's  laws The book is w ritten  in 
simple, crysta l-c lear language as 
much for the home gardener as for 
the specialist.

The illustra tions, done by Valerie
Willson, a graphic a rtis t and the 
a u th o r 's  g ra n d d a u g h te r ,  f i t  
gracefu lly into the text, guiding the 
browser from  topic to topic. It has 
been given the place of honor as 
volume one in the nature and a r­
tifice  series, w ith R ichard L. Critz 
as general editor.

A t Barnhaven from  the 1930s to 
the 1960s, Beilis taught herself the 
in tricacies of breeding primroses 
She sim p lified  and advanced known 
m e thods  o f h y b r id iz in g  and 
seeding, in the process revo lu tion iz­
ing accepted practices.

Her technique of hand pollina­
tion, previously untried, produced 
the Barnhaven strains and orig ina­
tions that brought fame and a 
devoted following.

I f  you search care fu lly  in her 
book, you’ l l be able to piece 
together the story of her firs t pur­
chase of seed packets advertised in 
an English catalog and her dream 
of enhancing the muted prim rose

I ’holo ul KUifriu v Hellie
Bamhaven as It looked In 1958

colors of those days There were on­
ly dull reds, bronzes, whites and 
pale yellows, but she yearned for 
b righ ter hues One day she pulled a 
bloom in half and discovered the 
secret of hand pollination 

Under her deft hands, those firs t 
few imported shades grew to the 
present 140, the widest color range 
of any flow er in h o rticu ltu ra l 
history The dull reds became her 
Indian Reds, the muted bronzes the 
Grand Canyon series, the reddish 
purples M arine blue, the pale 
yellows harvest yellow She named 
the whites w in ter white for the 
sparkling snow

Beilis a ttributes this love a ffa ir 
w ith color to her "broken engage­
m ent”  w ith music Born in New 
Orleans, she had trained to be a 
concert pianist She was active in 
music and theater in Portland but 
hard times came in the form  of the 
Depression.

She soon found  h e rse lf in 
Gresham w ith  only two pianos, a 
husband and a hayloft home in an 
old barn The barn belonged to A r­
thu r Dowsett and required exten­
sive remodeling to make it f it  for 
human habitation Beilis and her 
husband, w ith the DowsetLs’ help, 
found tim bers that could lx1 used 
fo r flooring in an old theater, set in 
doors and windows, and patched 
the roof

Beilis was able to put away the 
umbrellas that protected her grand 
piano and turn  her attention to ear­
ning a liv ing  As it turned out, her 
future wus in horticu lture, not 
music She says in chapter 12 that 
insight she gained la ter brought the 
realization that her obsession with 
color for her primroses was com­
pensation for her lost music "since 
tone is color heard, and color is tone 
seen ”

In the chapter "The M iracle of 
Unseen H elp," she speaks of single­
cell creatures that live in the soil 
"Call them bacteria if  you like ," 

she says, "b u t I ca ll them the 
fam ilies of the so il."

As these fam ilies work non-stop 
to feed themselves and the m ulti- 
cell life  we see above ground, the 
combined effort "completes the 
hub around which the Master Plan 
revolves."

Home gardeners w ill enjoy the 
c le a r d e sc rip tio n s  of how to 
prepare the garden, why It may be 
a gtxid idea to in tx ornamental 
plants wtfti vegetables advice on 
growing techniques, and discus­
sions about humus and compost 
Along w ith a ll this gardening good 
sense are trave l anecdotes and in ­
tim ate glimpses into the lives and 
thoughts of such h o rtic u ltu ra l 
g iants as Gregor Mendel and 
Luther Burbank This leads back to

her own creative methods, in­
cluding tlie secret of a simple ad­
d itive  in her watering can that 
causes friends and neighbors to ex­
cla im  over the growth and abun­
dance of her plants

Through the years, Barnhaven 
evolved into a charm ing Swiss 
chalet where Beilis received her ex­
otic visitors, not presiding sedately 
over tea, but sliding them down 
hillsides, sometimes in the rain, to 
show her splendid blooms

The cha le t s t i l l  ex is ts , but 
another fam ily , R ichard and Ann 
Anderson, now lives there The 
greenhouses and the fields of 
primroses under the apple trees are 
gone Famous Americans, Bud­
dhist monks and Hungarian counts 
no longer v is it And the primroses 
have been given back to B rita in

In 1966, Beilis turned the business 
over to Jared and Syliva S inclair, 
who live in a 17th century house in 
Kendall on la k e  Windemere in 
E n g la n d 's  lake  d is t r ic t  The 
Sinclairs plan to cu rta il the ir opera­
tion of Barnhaven II this year, but 
the trad ition w ill continue w ith the 
su ppo rt of lo n g -tim e  fr ie n d s  
throughout the world One friend in 
particu la r who lives on the Oregon 
coast wishes them well in celebra­
tio n  o f th e  B a rn h a v e n  she 
originated in Gresham 50 years 
ago.

Tips provided for control of wasps and yellow jackets
Nosy yellow jackets and other 

wasps can make summer outings a 
real pain

Barbecues and picnics tend to at­
trac t these pests, especially i f  they 
have nests near the area where the 
a c tiv ity  is taking place.

These stinging insects can be more 
than a mere annoyance, says Ray 
McNeilan, Oregon State U niversity 
Extension home gardening agent

Their sting can cause allergenic 
reactions in some people, and even 
death to people who are a llerg ic to 
wasp or yellow-jacket stings

Wasps, unlike bees, can sting many 
times Bees sting only once because 
they leave the stinger in the person or 
anim al attacked

Wasps commonly nest in trees, 
large bushes, on building exteriors, 
in spaces in walls, on roofs, and in

small holes in the ground, says 
McNeilan Nests may be made of 
rnud or paper, depending on the type 
of wasp Paper nests as large as a 
basketball have been found in shrubs 
and trees around home landscapes

Control of these pests involves the 
use of insecticides or traps Insec­
ticides registered fo r wasp contron

usually contain Sevin, diazinon or 
pyrethrin  Several of these products 
are sold in pressurized cans; other 
are available as wettable powders or 
liquids from  which a spray can be 
prepared

Nests should be treted after dark 
when the wasps have re tired fo r the 
night
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Thinning improves fruit
Im proving the quality of develop­

ing fru it on backyard fru it  trees is 
mostly a m atte r of taking a bit of the 
load off tree lim bs It 's  called thinn 
mg

Every growing season apple and 
pear trees set so much fru it that it's  
unlikely that a ll of it w ill mature to a 
high level of qua lity , says Kay 
McNeilan, Oregon State University 
Extension home gardening agent

In addition a ll the fru it the tree sets 
w ill add a lot of extra weight to tree 
lim bs and may crack or break them 
in the process, he says.

The solution is to remove or thin 
out some of the fru it  Removing 
misshapen or diseased fru it is a good 
way of im proving the qua lity  of the 
rem aining fru it on the tree

Besides these benefits, thinning 
w ill help the tree keep setting fru it at 
a uniform  rate season a fte r season

Apples are borne on short shoots 
called spurs Those spurs that bear 
apples this year won't bloom next 
spring

r QUALITY HEARING
AIDS AT

AFFORDABLE PRICES
Starkey *299°° 

SAQ«5
Repairs “  w
DICK HALL'S 

HEARING AID
loccded in M i l a iK l  P lug

201 N M an, G te sh a m
661-3231

< a ll fo r a p p o in tm e n t

Take a scenic d rive  to Sandy and stop at C harbosl

I Belgian Waffle
With Choice Of

Strawberries, Two Strips of Bacon 
or Two Link SausagesI 

I
I t ip ire c  A uguit 31 1987*1.99
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I 
I

Available | 
10pm - 11 am |

________________ J

Charbos 
^ R e s ta u ra n t

Q * 7 0 0 0  Sandy M a rk e t Place 
a b O - / J z J  O ff H wy 26

Open 24 Hr»

,0"« Sr Discount

fîowjÈChurch
■ T

Worship 
Sunday School 
Bible Study 
Worship

IMMANUEL
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

1:30 a m 
9:30 a m 
9 45 o m

1 1 00 a m

A C ard ia l W elcom e h  
t « ten ded  To A ll

PASTOR FRANK KOIPKE

668 6232 Church

CHAPEL OF THE HILLS
59151 I Hwy 26

SUNDAY
9 45 a m

11 00 a m 
6 00 p m

Bible Hour 
Morning Worship 
i  M M flf StTVM (

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Thursday 7

Special Children's Hour
Sunday Morning

Pastor Mike Whisner 
622 3097 <* 622 4124

PM

SANDY BAPTIST CHURCH
OUR SUNDAY SERVICES

Sunday School 9 4 5 a m
Morning Worship Servicw I I  OOo m
Children s Service 1 1 00 a m
Evening Adult Education 6 00 p m

well staffed nursery 
Awana W ednetdoy 7:00 p m

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
•  Aw-oto » •  G ym  Ntgh»» •  Youth G 'o u p «  •  C o u n »«L n |j •  Chotr •  H o m e S»u«1>«« 

Pastor Fred Vogel i >o»i Rood •• i »•»»*• w e » t o t Sorxty
1 44*5  S t  Jo r'R d  •  66» 4064 M a 'k  » 'p o t  •  or»d 2 5 m ile«  •«>•< ot M«ui> •

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE 
CHURCH
We emphasize Biblical tear hmg 
supportive fellowship hildren s 
learning center & regular hon e 
meetings

MEETING
Sandy High School (Bluff Road) 
Sunday mornings (9 30 11 30)

CHURCH OFFICE: 
668 9123

1
Did you kn o w ...?  
C hiropractic  Care o ffe rs  
re lie f fo r these symptom»:

• Whiplash • Headaches
• Stiff Neck •  Sciatica
• Fatigue • Bti< kache
• Injuries •
• Slipped disk • Neuritis
• Tension • Numbness
• • Should©» Penn

CALL FOR A COMPLIMENTARY 
CONSULTATION TODAY.

D r. G eo rge  H yland

SANDY CHURCH 
OF THE 

NAZARENE
Currently m eeting at 

17150 University Av© Sandy 
(Seventh day Adventist Church

Sundiy School 9 45 « m
Morning Worship 11 00 » m
fvtfling Strvtct 6 00pm

Pastor Robert F Schelfert 
668 5712

LIVING WAY 
FELLOWSHIP
FOURSQUARf

Discovery (Sun School) t :3 0 o  m 
Worship service 10:30 o m
Home Ministry Centers 4 00 p m 

Coll for more Information  
P a .to r Ken W old

1 7275 Strauss 
668 8088

(Proyer Chain Available)

ORIENT DRIVE BAPTIST CHURCH S B C. 
15150 5.E. O r ie n t D rive

(First ewit West of Sandy on Hwy 26

SUNDAY SCHOOL (all og ..! 9 45 AM
WORSHIP 11 00 AM
TRAIN ING 5 30 PM
WORSHIP 6  30 PM
WEDNESDAY SERVICES oil og ..) 7 00 PM

5 nnov [ hirorrmtii (  unie
668-5822 39 1 00 Proctor Blvd.

Children Ministries • Youth Ministries
Pastor Mike Holleman •  Church 668 6083 •  Home 668 6363

SANDY ASSEMBLY OF GOD
SUNDAY SERVICES

BOAT
vuo/Mt/tca

helps keep you a floa t financia lly  in the 
event of an accident, fire  or theft. Can 
you a fford  not to be com plete ly covered? 
We re here to help.

SERVICE 
WE GIVE!

Insurance we se ll...
The persono/ insurance counsel 

and advice of o /oca/ o g erf is <m 
porfonl »0 you in  p/onn/ng o com 
p/efe m iu ra n c e  p ro g ra m

George Morgan • Bex Woodcock 
Arnie Poutola • Jon Sand.trom

WALRAD INSURANCE
AGENCY

Sondy G re ih om  
66« 357« 667 4171

Sunday School 9 45
M o rn in g  W orsh ip 10 45
E vange lis tic  S ervice 6 00

FAM ILY NIGHT
W ednesday 7 00

D a le  E dw ard *. P a .to r 
C hurch Phone 668-5589

a n ,
a  m .  
p rn

p m

ST. MICHAEL S 
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

COMMUNITY
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
Saturday Ge Wa„ 5 00 p m
Sunday Mass 10 00 and 1? Moon
SI. John's C a tho lic  Church 

Welches Oregon
Mac 1 p m Sat 8 am Sunday

18090 St longensond  
Sandy Oregon

Father Rodrigue« 441 4444

Sunday School 10 00 a m
Morning Worthlp 10 00 a m

Nursery Core During W o n h ip

Interim  Po«,or S»on turtle««  
Home 444 Î 0 1»

Church 441 4S43
Corner ot M e tn ig  4 Scenic Sondy

Worship at the Church 
of your choice

i
I


