.

t started right when school
did that first day as
Mrs. Rankin ¢ alled the roll
| was half dozing in my
seat missing the lost
summer. even though it had
cotten boring at the end
Keith Robinson ™
‘Here | sand and heard an
echo from the back of the room
hl'ilh Robinson she « .|“l'l|-
again, frowning
|"|L'1t' l

answered just as loud

aid again, louder

I .bk' (W I!Iu'
Puzzled 1 tumed around to see

a small skinny kid raise his hand
I'here were two Keith Robin

| ]
in the class: and | can tell

SON

vou . that was one oo many
Later | tound out that he was

Keith James Robinson. | was

Keith Jason. but that didnt help

muoch
MM ki u have u
I | I leade At
( ha W hat
Keitl | He put
I her ki
K R A

i [ s upy, liw
Rankin,” I saud. I didnt
want to be a snitch, but that other

on had been lat

!".'. sy 1
| have.” The other Reith
inson just laughed when |

well my father when he sees all
those tardies on my report card”
He has a thing about being late!”
“I'm sorry, Keith, but | can’t
change vour room,” Mr. Kreasy
sand
My heart sank. “Why not 7" |
groaned
“There |
class in the school. Sorry
I'm sorry
“Mavbe
thing .. distinctive. Or talk to Mr

Rankin and let her get 1o Know

I-nv.

VOU CAN Waar Somme

vou so that she won't be as hikely

to mix the two of you up
Yeah.” I mumbled as 1 lett ha

othice

‘Suppose we stan using muddie

names for vou two bovs”" M
Rankm said the next day. She
looked very disturbed

tried to \'\§~|\|1r; who was late and
“What am | gommg to

YOUNG AMERICAN

who wasn'l
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in her attendance book were
beginning to look Tike Swiss
cheese from all the tny eraser-hole
marks

So the next day Mrs. Rankin
called Jason Robinson instead ol
Keith Robinson or Keith J. Robin
(nlv I had torgotten and
didn't realize she meant me

”l here Mis Rankin the
other Keith answered

hank vou, Keith
kin sand

\l"\i I ~‘-c|L|'I!.L |

Nt YOU " she
| had to stay

rattentbion

So that didn
James Robinson

in lat

SRl

Mrs. Ran

waid
wereamed, and

after class tor not pay

vhich made 1t
Mi
| asked my

LMl viL

hard for Keith Jason
When | got home

B e et LR T .

Keith and Keith

mother if she would muind 1t |
changed my name

Change vour nanme K
Why'

1 don't think vour tather would

like 1it. Keiths have run

in the

tamuly tor gencerations Why vour
randdad 1s Keith and so s your
ingle

| sand. There was one

| know 1Nt
Robinson

Keith too many mn the
famly. . Ml

I'hen a funny thing happened
Keith James Robinson got an A
on his math paper, but | eot credit
fin i! I have never
math

And
Keith didn't hike it one bit

vou know what ! The other

gollen an AIn

- - &

‘Oh. it’s all nght when you
come n late. and 1 get blamed
But it's not so alnght if our grades

1 eninned evilly
You help

. 1
ned oul

¢l nuxed up
OK. OK.” he saud
» gt the mark stranghie
and ' never come i lale agall

| promise

but suddenty
come by tor vou an
'\."-l‘;l
You help me get an A n
[hat’s impossible ! he velled
Well. 'l settle for a B+ or
vena B What do
We shook on it
I'he next moming | walked to

Keith's house in plenty of time

VO Sy

and he was outside waiting. Th
was eoine to be easy. 1 thought
We started down the steps
then
Hold up ite.” he ¢n
all of a sudden. 1 torgot ook
...ill'lT !I. 11l s ~I'§. ‘l'll.._.

OK. co getat, but hurry itup
1 looked at my wald h

\fter awhale |
And | started to pace up
and down

looked agan

deainm

Finally he came out. 1 couldn’t
find 1t at first. My little brother
must have moved 1it.”

Even though we both ran all
the way to school, we were late
BOTH OF US!' Boy, was Mrs
Rankin mad'

I'm thinking about dying my
hair or geting a Mohawk . M
Kreasy said something about dis
tinctive. | looked that up in the
dictionary. Yeah. but what would
my father say”

Anyway. I'll have to think of
something. SOON!

If vou enpoved Kewth and
Keith.” vou mieht like Toad Food
and Measle Soup by Christine

1!‘ f’f T |'Il|l on -“\ Oowes W I]t1 .’I'\
Jamie Gilson. Both books are avail

redding

n Pt
able ar tihe aorary




