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Sculptor Robert W. Cooke, right, discusses work with Maiden Bronze Foundry employee Mark Chlmlen- 
tl. Sculpture at left, entitled The Prospector, is being shipped to a shopping mall In Canada.

Sandy foundry workers east 
sculpture for Canadian mall
by CHRISTINE BIERMAN 
lor The Post

When a bronze statue is erected 
this week at a huge shopping mall 
in Canada, some of Sandy's cra ft­
smanship also w ill go on display

The sculpture rolled out of the 
Maiden Bronze Foundry, 16600 S E 
362nd Drive, on Saturday to start a 
1,000-mile trip  to the Edmonton, 
Alberta, mall.

Workers at the Sandy bronze 
foundry spent the last eight weeks 
frantically completing “ The Pro­
spector" sculpture in time for the 
m a il’s grand opening in mid- 
August, foundry spokesman Bob 
Walker said.

The sculpture, by Robert W 
Cooke of Issaquah, Wash., w ill be 
displayed on the firs t floor of the 
seven-story Eaton Centre in 
downtown Edmonton, the provin­
cia l capital.

The piece depicts a Klondike-era 
m iner with his donkey who, upon 
returning to civilization to trade his 
gold fpr. supplies, " . . walks into 
the store and gets blown away,”  
said Cooke as he observed his 
sculpture undergoing its final 
coating Friday.

The miner's wide-eyed, open- 
mouthed expression seems to say, 
“ Well, it shore ain 't the town it use 
ta be," Cooke said.

The larger-than-life m iner is sup­
posedly shocked by the size and 
glamour of the mall, with its pink 
marble floors and seven-story 
atrium  surrounded by four levels of 
stores and theaters. The three up­
permost levels are a hotel.

A century earlier, Edmonton was 
a crossroads for miners traveling 
by land to the Klondike gold rush in

Alaska, said Cooke, an Edmonton 
native.

Cooke is being paid $35,000 to 
$45,000 for the piece by the Gherme- 
zian fam ily, which developed both 
the Eaton Centre and the larger 
West Edmonton Mall nearby.

Given just five months to do the 
job, Cooke said he and the foundry 
worked at a record pace Maiden 
Bronze converted Cooke's original 
into bronze in half the usual time, 
Walker said.

Cooke relies on Maiden Bronze's 
expertise, professionalism and 
speed after doing business with the 
foundry for four years, he said.

“ They do a lot of monument 
stu ff." said Cooke, who does not. He 
specia lizes in lim ite d -e d itio n  
wildlife bronzes, and this project is 
his most sizeable bronze so far

In choosing the Sandy firm  for 
the job, Cooke said, “I might have 
been pickier than a lot of people 
because I do my own casting. I 
understand the processes."

Without time to have Cooke's 
original enlarged firs t, Maiden 
Bronze employees transformed the 
wood and clay study directly into 
the bronze work. Walker said

Once the master arrived at the 
foundry, workers there put in long 
hours on the molding, the assembly 
of 100 bronze pieces, and the 
finishing work, or patina

"That’s damn fast,”  Cooke said 
of the timeline. " I ’m not doing that 
again."

Cooke trucked his 550-pound work 
to Edmonton, where he was super­
vising its installation near the 
mail's ground-level main entrance.

The artist purposely left off a 
base, reasoning that it w ill appear 
as if, "He ithe miner» has come in

just like everyone else has come 
in ."

Cooke described his subjects as 
"a  friendly sort of guy and a 
lovable sort of donkey.

My intention is to have people 
really relate to it. I hope there are 
people climbing all over it ."  It is 
the first, and perhaps only, artwork 
in the mall.

The bronze mountain man could 
have walked out of a history book, 
with one exception. "He has made 
an effort to dress up," Cooke noted, 
“ and the only thing he's got is his 
top hat."

In his effort to recreate a miner 
of the 1890s, Cooke did heavy 
research on the Klondike days 
before spending 24 months on the 
prototype His study included inter­
views with high-country packers.

As a result of his research, the 
knots in the sculpture are actual 
diamond hitches.

Racing a tight deadline, Cooke 
said he used the “ assemblage" 
technique for some of the miner's 
gear strapped on the donkey. 
Assemblage means that the pack, 
water jug and shovel are actual 
too ls in c o rp o ra te d  in to  the 
sculpture.

Both the pack and water jug are 
antiques that traveled across the 
Canadian Rockies with the Cana­
dian Railroad; the shovel has a 
hand-carved handle.

Once the original arrived in San­
dy, molds were made, followed by 
the casting of almost 100 pieces in 
four days.

Those pieces were joined using 
chains, binders, hydraulic jacks 
and pneumatic presses, and then 
welded.

More People Reap Benefits 
From H&R Block Tax Course

Thousands of successful tax preparers 
started their careers with the H&R Block 
Income Tax Course

H&R Block has been teaching income taxes 
for 30 years and this year is offering a basic 
income tax course starting September 14th 
with morning, afternoon and evening 
classes available.

Many of the most successful people in the 
tax preparation business started with this 
basic course which teaches all phases of in­
come tax preparation The 13-week course 
progresses from simple to complex tax pro­
blems. Students learn through classroom 
discussion and homework

Qualified course graduates may be offered 
job interviews for positions with Block 
Many of Block's employees find the flexible 
hours a plus However, Block is under no 
obligation to offer employment, nor are 
graduates under any obligation to accept 
employment with H&R Block

The course is ideal for those interested in 
tax preparation as a career or for those who 
want to learn about taxes for their own per­
sonal use The course is challenging and, for 
those who are highly motivated, can prove 
to be profitable as well No prerequisites 
are required for enrollment.

One low course fee includes all textbooks, 
supplies and tax forms necessary for com 
pletion of the course Certificates and 7.5 
continuing education units w ill be awarded 
upon successful completion of the course 
Also, the cost of the course may be tax 
deductible

Registration forms and a brochure for the 
income tax course may be obtained by con 
tacting the H&R Block office at 38770 Proc­
tor Blvd, Sandy, telephone 66H-HI33. Don't 
forget to ask about our early bird special 
tuition price

Customer Appreciation I )ay
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15th

We’d like to say “THANK YOU” for your business and friendship 
over the last 37 years by offering you a little food, a little savings, a 
little knowledge and a lot of fun! 

Horseshoeing •  Sign up and have your horse shod
(by appointment only)

•  Come on by and watch the horseshoers 
(farriers) work.

They will be here from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. I t ’s fun, i t ’s
educational, so stop by, have a hot dog and watch the far­
riers at work.

LOTS OF IN-STORE SPECIALS!

Free Balloons 
for the 
Kids

Purina
planning tomorrow 
with rvM’rtrch today

Free Hot Dogs 
& Pop 

11:00-3:00

BURNS
GARDEN SUPPLIES

FEED STORE
HAY FENCING HORSE TACK

Free
Pony Rides 

for kids 
11:00-2:00

29218 S E Orient Drive • Gresham. Oregon 97080 • 663-3246 
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No matter
where you bought it 
or how old it is ...

HOURS 
Mon En 8:00-6 00 

Sat 8 00-8.00 
Sun 10 00-4 (X)

you have a 
special concern, 
call Contel.

Have you ever had a question about your tele­
phone service but didn’t know quite who to call?
It really wasn’t a repair question or one on your 
monthly bill or even on the new services Contel 
offers. Because your question didn't fit into a 
specific category, you may not have asked us. 
Now, we’ve made it easier.

Introducing...Care I inc. A special number 
that you can call to get your questions answered. 
When you call Care Line, you’ll speak to a com­
munication specialist, who not only can answer 
your question, but cares enough to listen.

we guarantee car repairs 
tor life.

It's our free Lifetime Service Guarantee 
and you won t find a hotter repair 
guarantee anywhere Heres how it 
works Once you pay tor ,i covered 
repair on your Ford Mercury Lincoln 
Merkur or Ford light truck we guarantee 
the covered repair for as long as you 
own your vehicle If the covered part ever 
tails or wears out we ll fix or replace it 
free Free parts Free labor It covers

thousands of repairs and lasts as long as 
you own your vehicle no matter where 
you bought your car or how old it is So 
whether you drive a golden oldie or a 
newer model the next time it needs 
repair bring it to us and get the best 
repair guarantee anywhere our free 
Lifetime Service Guarantee 
Ask us to see a copy of the free Lifetime 
Service Guarantee

free. Because we care about our custom ers.

For repair call 1-873-8601.
For new service call 1-873-3601,

CONTEL Telephone
Operations

(Silverton residents dial 873-8601 and 873-3601)

LIFETIME
SERVICE
GUARANTEE

Quality Care for Quality Cars.

Suburban Ford
HIGHWAY 26 •  668-5511 •  SANDY

► •


