
By Pe n elope K ie lpinski

L
ong ago in the Columbia 
Riser ( iorge of the Pacific 
Northwest. there lived some 
huge animal people called deini 

gods The most clever and power 
lul ot all the demigods was Coyote 
the Trickster Coyote had been 
given magical powers by the Great 
Spirit lie could change hmisell 
into any form, appearing as a 
young maiden in one instant or 
a sly fox in the next

Coyote had helped to prepare 
the land for the coming ol people 
by stealing tire from a nearby sol 
cano Knowing that the people 
would have no fur to keep them 
warm. Coyote also stole summer, 
to warm the frosty earth tor a tew 
months each year

When the Cascade Indians 
came to live bv the Columbia 
River, their laces were smooth 
from their noses to their chins. 
They had no mouths The men 
hunted and fished, and the women 
prepared the food, but they did 
not eat Their bodies were nour 
ished by smelling food, and so 
they developed a keen sense ot 
smell I'he Indian people were not 
unhappy, but they wondered why 
they were the only creatures in the 
land without mouths I hey dis 
cussed their late in sign language 

W lien ( oyote saw these |x*nple 
without mouths, he was very dis 
tressed He thought that it was not 
right that these people would

neser know the pleasures ot last 
mg or using their v oices or laugh 
mg Hie < ireal Spirit had created 
plants and animals before people, 
so that the humans would have 
something to eat Coyote ilid 
not believe that people without 
mouths could be a true part ot the 
(ireal Spirit's plan Perhaps the 
great Spirit was hurrying so to 
finish creation that he forgot their 
mouths

Coyote stixxl before the Indians 
and said, "Let me cut mouths into 
sour faces lor vou I hen sou can
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taste sour food and hear each 
other's laughter "

"No," signed the biggest chiet 
ss ith Ins hands "We are alraid that 
sou might intike mistakes and 
injure us.”

"'lou see." answered Coyote 
with a twinkle in his eye. "I can 
put these huckleberries in my 
mouth and let the juice run down 
ms throat I can talk to the beavers 
aboil, the white man's boat Or I 
can throw my head back and sing 
to the moon Whereupon, he 
tossed his nose into the air and

how led in bio.ul day light 
Cosote was obv iously so

pleased to have a mouth that he 
finally cons meed the Indians to 
let him carse mouths in their 
faces He gathered the squaws, 
duels and children tar up the 
Deschutes Riser at the base ol \1t 
Multnomah ( oyote ordereil the 
men to build a huge tire at the base 
ot the black cliffs The squaws 
threw [sots ol cold water ttom the 
riser onto the hot clitts, which 
made the black nxks explode into 
tiny splinters It was these pieces

ot chert that ( oyote used tocarse 
the new mouths lor the Indians

Coyote onlervil the Indians to 
he down in groups, according to 
tribes and families I sing his 
magic ¡sowers Irom the Great 
Spirit, he pul all the people into 
a deep sleep \t first he cut only 
straight lines, but as he studied 
each uiclis uliial face, he realized 
that the person’s soul was reflected 
there So Coyote began to vary 
the shapes ol the mouths so that 
they might rellect the ktndol soul 
ss ithui

It ti*>k Coyote mans days to 
complete his work His right liand 
became so tired that it would olten 
lean against the Indians' laces, 
flattening their noses \t last he 
awakened the people and warned 
them not to eat or talk until then 
mouths were healed those who 
were impatient and tried Io talk 
found that then mouths dnxiped 
at the coiners [xmiianently

I he Indians developed a Ian 
guageot sounds loi speaking with 
then new mouths Mothers heard 
then babies cry \ great celebra 
turn least was pivpared With 
pointed sticks, the women 
gathered wappato roots and camas 
toots along the nsei I lie children 
picked huckleberries, salmon bei 
lies, niusluooms. terns, thistles, 
and skunk cabbage I he men 
fished tor salmon and hunted for 
elk and deer

I he Indians were so delighted 
with then new mouths that they 
elected ( oxote as their spokesman 
to the Great Spun I ties praised 
him in slimmer, the season u, 
which the sun had brought strong 
odots to then lixxl, and again in 
winter when they could eii|oy eat 
mg the li* si that thes hail stored

I he < iieat Spirit, well pleased 
ss ith ( os ole s helpfulness to the 
Cascade Indians, gave him an 
extra wide mouth to complement 
Ins long, [xnnted nose
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