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Hats top collection Freedoms found in winner’s trip
BY MARGARET SHAUERS

GREAT BEND. KS -  
TUelve-year-old Jason Hailing 
has a “head" start on rru»sl 
people Al leasl when it comes 
to hats Jason has collected 
over 120 hats and new ones 
actually walk through the door 
all the time.

Jason’s caps are on display 
in the l«>bby of the Welcome 
Inn. a motel his parents man­
age Customers see the hats 
and ilonale nunc

Jason says his grandfather 
donated most of the hats and 
helped him start his collection 
“I was only si* when he gave 
me a cap. I just liked wearing it 
then Later, when I was in sec­
ond grade. I got some more 
caps and decided to have a col­
lection." explained Jason

Jason’s sister also helps him. 
bringing home hats that were 
left behind at the restaurant 
where she works “Once I 
found a cap in a bumper car. 
The kid in front of me ran off 
and left it."

When he began collecting. 
Jason didn't know that some 
caps are valuable He has two

of these collectors “treasures" 
now

One rare cap is an impressive 
black Santa fv  railroad cap. It 
has gold lettering and scroll 
work ixi the brim The scnill 
work reads scrambled eggs. 
"That's really what they call 
it." Jason said Another valu­
able cap is a Hardee's Road 
Runner hat which was made 
fix a spec ial employee promi>- 
tiixi.

Jason plans to keep collect 
mg for a long time “I wain to 
get 365 caps." he said. ’Then 
I'll have a different one to wear 
every day of the year."

Jason Halting
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Winners met Reagan (left) and 
Bennett

Bored poet writes a winner
A U STIN . T X  Christine 

Patton. 12, says she writes when 
she's bored One ot (k t  poems has 
won thm l place in a national 
writing contest

"Actually my poem was about 
being in this bathtub at sea I don’t 
even remember what I called it."  
Christine admits She has been

BY JENNIFER COX, t3
LANG LO IS. ORECiON 

As a w inner o f the national essay 
cixitest “ What the Constitution 
means to me and my country." I 
had a chance to go to Washington, 
D C  -md to meet tlx* president 
Mam o f the Constitution's ideas 
were reflected in my trip

Ih e  Constitution's First Ainend 
men,. dealing with freedom ot 
speech. allowed me to write my 
essay in the first place I wouldn’t 
have been able to express my opin 
ion on a topic w ithou, freedom of 
speech

Another important constitu­
tional idea is treed*»m ot the press 
This freedom gives the press per­
mission to share my ideas with 
others and for television, radio 
and newspapers to publicize my

writing since third grade As a 
nine vear-old. she wnXe a 50- 
[>age science fiction story called 
hut‘rgaUu tu ( ryhtib\

Christine doesn't plan to 
beconx* a professional writer, 
(lowever She wants to rule free­
style bikes for a living

award I f  my trip  hadn't heen 
made known to iXhers. such as 
my community. M r and Mrs 
Bruce Engel in K irtland, and 
Jet America. I may not have 
had enough money to go Thev 
all helped to send nte and two 
ixhei Oregon essay winners to 
Washington. D C

Ereedom to assemble allowed 
our group to 
visit buildings, 
such as the 
Capitol There 
we passed 
rooms where 
important 
people were 
meeting It is 
interesting to 
know that, 
in a sense, our
nation s Capitol belongs to us

Ereedom to assemble, com 
bmed w uh the freedom o f speech 
allowed us to meet and listen to 
President Reagan Since I live in a 
niral area, this trip  was a chance 
to see new things and important 
people, such as the president. Sc* 
tvlary o f Education W illiam  Ben 
nett and to meet new friends 
Washington. D .C .. is soiik’thing I 
w ill happily remember for a long 
time

HOST FAMILIES 
NEEDED NOW

M O N EY, M O N E Y

Sweet car deals turn sour

Heike from Germany

A select group ol I nghsh-speaking teenagers from I urope, Asia, and I alin 
America will arrive in the I S this August each one looking forward to 
living wiih an American family lor a high school year All students have full 
insurance and their own spending money

f i i u  could be one of the\r families! Discover another culture without leaving 
home And gain a special friend lor life.

( hoose your student! families are urgently needed Call your local EE 
foundation Representative TODAY to find out how you can share in this verv 
special experience

Marcia Dennis 503-658-7441 
Diane Stallard 503-663-7935

or toll-free I-SSS-44-SI1 A RF. 
f durational foundation for Foreign Study

52H Chapala Street. Santa Barbara. CA 9JI0 I
« non profit organ,/«ton

BY JIM FORNEY

Don't you just love the smell ot a new 
car .’ Nearly everyone does But would 
it silk’ ll as sweet d you knew that it had 
been driven by someone else for as 
many as 44 XI miles?

I liar was the embarrassing question 
asked ot Chrysler Coqx»ration recently. 
It seems that during the past tew years 
over N).(MX) used Chrysler ears and 
trucks were- sold to customers who 
thought they were buying new vehicles.

How used were these’ vehicles? Most 
were only driven to and fn»m work by 
Chry sler managers, supposedly to "test”  
the’ autos before delivery A lew, how 
ever, were driven up to 44X1 miles

Worse yet. about 44) cars sold to 
unsuspecting customers were damaged 
in testing For example, one Chrysler 
executive dn»ve the borrowed car on a 
ram-slicked highway and flipped it over 
Chry sler fixed tlk’ car up and sold it as 
new.

I lk ’ federal government is no, happy 
about these tactics There is a legal ease’ 
pending that carries a fine o f $120 m il­
lion Several disappointed owners have 
also tile il separate suits against the com 
pany There is t lk  real possibility that 
some officers w ill go to jail

Ix ’e lacocca. Chrysler's president.

often appears in company ads to sing 
the praises ol the company But this time 
he let lower level employees bring the 
bad news to the public l ie  later showed 
up to promise that every one w ho bought 
one ol the 4i0.(XX) vehicles would be 
given an extended warranty (a promise 
Io repair or replace certain parts) with 
two additional years of coverage plus a 
free inspection. People with cars dam 
aged in testing w ill he given new cars as 
replacements.

How did the giant car company get 
caught ’ Several Chry sler executives 
were caught speeding in Missouri They 
asked ihe police officers not to give 
them tickets, claim ing their cars didn’t 
have their speedometers hooked up. 
They couldn't tell how fas, they were 
driving!

Chry sler has since sent memos telling 
its managers not to use that as an excuse 
anymore But Chrysler did not tell them 
to hook up their speedometers
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