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Sports director 
leaving Sandy
Mike Kostrba takes post 
at high school in Portland
by DAVE MAGNUSON
Staff w riter

Mike Kostrba, Sandy High School's 
athletic director for the past 14 years, 
w ill turn his attention to Portland’s 
Henson High School after tieing nam­
ed that school’s athletic director on 
Monday

Koatrba, who replaces Hart Chase 
at Beson, said he hopes the change 
w ill be refreshing

" I  jis t year, for the first tune in my 
20 years of teaching. I did not want to 
get up in the morning to go to w ork," 
Kostrba said Tuesday. "There had 
been some differences of opinion in 
Sandy’s (school) d is tric t as to 
whether (athletics a re) important or 
not.

" I t  kind of became apparent that 
i the d istrict) didn't need my 15 years 
of experience They weren't going to 
use me," he said "T ha t’s when you 
start looking seriously at other op­
tions."

Although he said he was not 
necessarily pleased with the district 
adm in istration recently. Kostrba 
said he wants the move to Benson to 
benefit all parties involved

1 hope this w ill be good for both of 
us, like a trade in baseball," he said 
" I  hope i t ’s good for everybody ''

Among his achievements during 
his 14-year tenure as athletic direc­
to r ,  K o s trb a  sa id  the m ost 
memorable was the blossoming of 
girls athletics at Sandy High School

•’There was none when I firs t was 
here," Kostrba said of the girls pro­
gram, adding that he plans to help 
boost the girls program at Henson " I  
hope to build the women's area next 
year We have 500 girls this year i at 
Henson i and last year there were 
too."

Kostrba said he faces many 
challenges at Benson

The most obvious challenge is go­
ing from one district to the biggest 
district in the state," he said ' I think 
the makeup is different Twenty-six 
or 27 percent (of the student body) 
are minorities at Benson I'm  going 
from a very homogeneous school to a 
very heterogeneous school "

Kostrba first contacted the Benson 
school district about two years ago. 
but " i t  wasn't my time back then,"

Mike Kostrba

he said This time, the tuning was 
right for me "

At Benson, Kostrba w ill encounter 
different types of problems than he 
has a Sandy.

The problem isn’t how many peo­
ple we have on the team, but ( in­
stead i what do we do with the people 
we do have’’ "  he said That's a d if­
ferent kind of problem."

In the Hi years he has worked as a 
teacher, assist.mt football coach and 
athletic director it Sandy, Kostrba 
has come to know thousands of 
students, and they ore the prim ary 
reason for his love of his job.

"I've seen a lot of good athletes, a 
lot of not-so good athletes land! a lot 
of kids who tried like hell at 
everything," he id.

Kostrba s rep icement w ill be 
Ranly Hutchinson, Sandy’s track 
and field coach for the past 13 years. 
Hutchinson was named Sandy's 
athletn director Monday night at a 
board meeting

I'm  excited about it ."  Hutchinson 
said Wednesday I'm  looking for 
ward to the challenge "

Hutchinson's response was prac­
tica lly an echo of Kostrba s reaction 
to his appointment at Benson But 
anything new and unfam iliar can 
prompt mixed feelings, and Kostrba 
is no exception

"One the one hand. I don't feel 
comfortable about it, hut on the other 
hand, it's exciting

Eisher places in Coors 1(H)
Sandy resident Terry Eisher com­

peted Eriday in the Coors 100 at 
Portland International Raceway, 
finishing fourth overall after leading

for 18 laps

Coming up for Eisher are two races 
at the beginning of August

Athletes win plaee 
at national meet

Pioneers win on, off field
Team takes two victories in post week, gains forfeit

Members of River Haw ks qualify 
for championship in five events

Sandy athletes in five events 
qualified for a national meet during 
the Northwest Regional Junior Olym­
pic Track and fie ld  Championships 
at Spokane, Wash., last weekend

The National Junior O lym pic 
Track and f ie ld  Championships w ill 
be held July 21-26 at Brigham Young 
University in Provo, Utah

Individuals who qualified for na­
tionals were Ryan Vollans in the pen­
tathlon, Darnell Arthur in the long 
jump and Denise Toyooka in the high 
jump

Additionally, the Sandy River 
Hawks bantam (competitors born in 
1977 or 1978) and midget 1975 or 
1976i boys 400-meter relay teams 
also qualified to compete in the Na­
tional meet

Twelve R iver Hawks fam ilies 
traveled to Spokane to see their com­
petitors take part in the regional», 
w hich inc luded a th le tes from  
Oregon. Washington and Idaho

On Eriday, Vollans and Jake 
Simonis represented Oregon in the 
pentathlon, an event consisting of the 
80-meter hurdles, long jump, high 
jump, shot put and 1.500 meters 
Vollans finished third overall, while 
Simonis claimed fifth

On Saturday, both the bantam and 
midget boys 400-meter relay teams 
finished third to qualify for nationals 
The bantam team of Marc Vollans, 
Scott Schamberger, Aaron O'Meara 
and Jon Mehl finished in 1 minute. 6.5 
seconds

The midget team of Ben Maddock, 
I^ince Schamberger, Simonis and 
Arthur finished with a time of 56 9

seconds, behind two teams which 
were flir t in g  w ith the national 
record.

Keith Hutchinson ran in two 
events. In the 1.500, he finished with a 
time of 5 47.3. Hutchinson also ran 
the 800 with a 2:57 69 clocking

In the 80-meter hurdles, Arthur 
tumbled over a hurdle and fell 
However, he later came back to cap­
ture firs t place and earned a berth to 
the national meet in the long jump 
with a leap of 15 feet. 4 inches

In the in te rm ed ia te  d iv is ion, 
Toyooka ran the 200 meters in 28 12 
seconds.

Saturday’s activities came to a 
close with the bantam and midget 
boys mile relay teams both finishing 
fifth  The bantam team of Mehl, 
Marc Vollans, O'Meara and Hutchin­
son finished with a 5:24 41 time.

The midget team of Simonis, 
Schamberger, John Dixon and Ryan 
Vollans earned a relay team best 
with a time of 4:42.7.

On Sunday , Toy ooka had a climb of 
5 feet in intermediate high-jump 
competition, claim ing a position in 
the national event

In the 3,000, Dixon earned fifth 
place with an 11 58 5 clocking

As the regional» came to a close, so 
did the River Hawks' season In all. 
32 athletes competed for coach Harry 
Simonis this season.

■ With the ages of the team 
members varying from  6 to 18, it s 
very interesting to watch the team 
camaraderie develop," Simonis said
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by DAVE MAGNUSON 
Staff writer

The Paola's Pioneers, Sandy's 
Junior State baseball team, scored 
two victories on the field and one 
off the field in the past week

Paola's won two of three games 
played in the past week, defeating 
Gresham and fo r t  Vancouver, 
while losing at Centennial

The Pioneers also found out that 
a game they lost in Prairie, Wash . 
on June 25 has now been forfeited 
to them because Prairie used an i l­
le g a l p la ye r The P ioneers 
originally had lost that game 16-0

On Monday, the Pioneers travel­
ed to Vancouver, Wash , to take on 
fo r t  Vancouver and defeated the 
Washington team 5-3 in a come- 
from-behind effort

Paola's committed three errors 
in the firs t inning, aiding fo r t  Van­
couver's early 3-0 lead

But the Pioneers came back to 
score twice in the th ird  and fifth  in­
nings and once In the sixth, while 
holding fo r t  Vancouver scoreless

In the th ird , Doug Cassidy 
scored on a Robby Barrett triple, 
while Barrett later scored on a Ken 
Ouderkirk single, pulling Paola's 
to within one, 3-2

Then in the fifth , Robert Rising 
led off with a single On an 
Ouderkirk sacrifice, Rising moved 
to second Jason Nall then reached 
firs t on an error, sending Rising to 
th ird Rising then scored on a wild 
pitch, tying the game

After Mike Senn singled, sending 
Nall to third, Aaron Knotts hit into 
a force play, as Nall crossed the 
plate to give the Pioneers the 4-3
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Paola s shortstop Rod Sehllperoort makes a routine throw to first hose 
while third baseman Ken Ouderkirk abandons his back-up play in last 
Wednesday's Junior State game against I.resham at Sandy. The Pioneers 
defeated Gresham. 6-4.

lead
Cassidy scored on a Rising single

in the sixth, and Paola’s claimed

the triumph, 5-3, boosting the 
Pioneers' record to 4-li overall

"A fte r that firs t inning, we

dominated the whole game " said 
Bob D'Aboy, the Pioneers' coach 

W e re starting to play a lot better
Jason Nall did a super job "

Nall pitched all seven innings, 
surrendering five walks and seven 
hits, but striking out 11 fo r t  Van­
couver batters, while offensively 
collecting two hits and scoring 
once

On Eriday, the Pioneers were 
blitzed for six runs in the fourth in­
ning at Centennial, which shat 
tered Paola's momentum, thus 
giving the Eagles the wedge they 
needed en route to the 9-1 win

Centennial scored three more 
runs in the fifth  before Nall scored 
on a liases-loaded walk in the top of 
the seventh and the Eagles t<w»k the 
easy win

laist Wednesday, the Pioneers 
played host to Gresham, represen­
ting Abby's Pizza Each team had 
enormous offensive explosions, but 
Paola's had the lead, 4-3

After Nall singled to left field in 
the bottom of the second, he stole 
second then moved to th ird on an 
error Then Ouderkirk hit an in­
field single and Nall scored, giving 
Paola's the 5-3 advantage

Knotts scored on a ground-rule 
double hit by Rising in the bottom 
of the th ird inning, boosting the 
Pioneers' lead to 6-3.

Gresham scored in the top of the 
sixth, but one run was all it could 
muster, as Paola's beat Abby's,
6-4, in the battle of the pizza
parlors

Paola's next game is at home
Eriday night against the tough
Barlow Bruins. Game tune is 6
p.m


