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City Council can 
make hard choices

It is easy to understand why some Sandy City Council 
members consider weed abatement a headache.

I^st year an angry property owner prepared a makeshift 
book full of photographs of property not in compliance, and 
then asked why the council had singled her property out for en­
forcement. . . , L . . : *

Most City Councilors probably agreed she had a point.
There have been other times when the city has picked up the 

bill for mowing — usually assessed against the propel t> ou nt t 
because the person hired to do the mowing made some 

mistakes. In one case, a man hired to do grader work removed
survey stakes from adjacent property. . »

All in all, attempts to accomplish even enforcement of the 
unruly weed ordinance has been frustrating and time- 
consuming. The effort has only been made bearable by a str­
ing of long running, good natured jokes.

But Monday night the City Council reaffirmed its ability to 
play hard ball. There was a great deal of tension in the air 
when Councilor Brad Picking’s appeal was considered.

Picking didn’t vote on the appeal, but a person would think 
just the fact that he sits on the council would give him an in­
side track. . . . , . • o r    Picking a developer who helped bring Sateway, 
McDonald’s and Kentucky Fried Chicken to Sandy, is con­
sidered by some to lx* the fox who guards the chicken coop.

That assessment is not fair. Picking is familiar with the sign 
ordinances and others, putting him on even footing with 
veteran council members. He asks good, tough questions.

In short, he is a good representative of the business com­
munity. .

Picking claims the weed ordinance is forcing him to
•manicure” a piece of property to standards one would expect 

of a golf course. In fact, he might argue, the intent of the weed 
ordinance is to reduce the spread of noxious weeds, reduce the 
opportunity for fire and eliminate breeding grounds for rats.

But as Picking well knows, this is a board that believes in 
setting and following precedents. The property in question 
was once developed, and now it must lx maintained to trie 
standards of “developed” property, his fellow councilors rul­
ed. ,

Regardless of one’s feelings about the weed abatement or­
dinance — we have supported it in past editorials — residents 
of the city of Sandy can rest assured there are no foxes guar­
ding the chicken coop. .

, There is merely a tough-minded City Council that isn t 
' afraid to make decisions.

Clouds, crowds gather at \  ista House

I )ruu pr< uininis 
encourage use

l would like to comment on the a r t i­
cle 'E a rly  in tervention may curb 
drug use," which appeared in the Ju­
ly 2 Sandy Post

The w rite r and apparently the San­
dy E lem entary school board th ink a 
drug program  for our children is a 
good idea What these people fa il to 
understand is that many children 
have no interest in alcohol and drugs 
Such a program  in our schools could 
introduce more young people to 
drugs than arc already involved

Alcohol and drugs are a problem 
for some and something should be 
done about it but why the schools ’ 
Drugs are a social problem and 
should lx* handled by Clackamas 
County social agencies that are 
already established and have a 
budget of our tax  dollars

I believe the purpose of the Sandy 
Elementary school is to provide a

basic education Based on the 
achievement test results. Sandy 

Elementary is barely above the na­
tional average and below the national 
average in spelling

Because the elementary school is 
not doing its job, the high school has 
established special reading and spell­
ing classes to help students master 
the basics.

In view of the above, why is the 
elementary school even considering 
the add ition  of drug education 
classes’  The issue of children taking 
drugs is a result of a delinquent 
parent problem

To those concerned over the 
alcohol and drug problem in Sandy, 
we suggest they start w ith the cause 
We understand m inors can buy 
alcoholic beverages in local stores 
and drugs are being sold on city 
streets Why not get the la» s changes 
so the police can run the undesirables 
out of town or put them in ja il

I ' l l  Koenig 
Affordable Education Association 
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The heavily laden cloud sails right 
up the Columbia Gorge, snags itse lf 
on the pointy roof of Vista House at 
Crown Point and spills a bellyfu l of 
ra in  down the windows

The woman from  Palm Springs, 
her face pruned w ith golf-course 
w rinkles, complains b itte rly  as she 
stares out into 100 miles of gray A ll 
this way to get to Oregon, she fumes.

and you can't see a thing
V is ta  House v o lu n te e r  Bob 

Goldsm ith comes cruising through 
the crowd ta lk ing about the weather

I t ’s gonna clear up cloudy w ith a 
warm  fro s t,"  he says Most people 
laugh Not the woman from  Palm 
Springs

It is a rainy Sunday at Vista House 
Dorothy K lock keeps the coffee pots 
filled  And puts the cream er and 
sugar packets behind the desk where 
people have to ask for it.

It got to disappearing so fast, 
she explains. We started watching 
and saw people gather it up by the 
handful and haul it to the ir motor 
homes "

Dorothy shakes her head. She is too 
good-hearted a person to wonder 
aloud why someone w ith a $6O,(XMI 
motor home steals sugar

Sharon Nesbrt

The cloud pulls free from  the cop­
per roof and d rifts  off up the gorge, 
taking fleecy friends along G radual­
ly the view emerges from  the gray 
Beacon Bock A shim m er of river 
Velvet h ills  A ra ilroad track s tit­
ching westward Stray clouds get 
hung up on the transmission towers 
at Bonneville and hang there like 
badly-washed laundry concealing the 
dam

"S m art clouds," says Judy Ix 'h l. 
watching "They know enough to 
cover up the ugly [»arts

Lehi and her husband, Steve, are at 
Vista House sharing the ir postcard 
collection w ith the tourists The day 
before, the W y’East Mountain Men 
had been skyla rk ing  in the ir fringed 
b u cksk in s  and s n a rin g  fe m a le  
tourists to pose startled fo r snap­
shots.

The tourists don’t know it. but 
there is a lot of giving going on at 
V ista House Klock is paid a sm all 
amount to work anil so are the clerks 
in the g ift ship But volunteers like 
the Lehls. the mountain men and 
Goldsmith work there for nothing but 
the joy of welcoming people. Twenty 
thousand cars stopped in June. Some 
days, when nine tour buses belch in 
w ith in  90 minutes, the rock walls 
have to stretch to accommodate 
them

The tourists want to know where 
the restroom is It's  downstairs. I 
Where the w aterfa lls are (Just 
follow the old highway i Where to get 
help What do you mean, you locked 
your keys in the ca r'' i

Goldsmith spent two hours one 
Sunday fidd ling w ith the e lectric 
locks on a buttoned-up Cadillac 
driven by a group of Australians

When I fina lly got it open they

said thank you and I told them there 
was a donation box inside They just 
drove o ff,”  says Goldsm ith A re tired 
salesman, he’s seen it a ll

But there are folks from  Ohio who 
poke through books until they iden­
tify the red e lderberry. And Texans 
who gaze down the misted gorge and 
rec on that i t ’s a fa r cry from  
Dallas And a fellow from  Cleveland 
who brags that he looks like Bud 
C lark though he has yet to flash any 
nude statues

But I 'm  w illing  to t r y , "  he says 
eagerly.

There are m otorcyclists in space- 
age suits. And dogs in striped 
sweaters "C a lifo rn ia  dogs,”  Judy 
Lehi sniffs. B rida l Veil dogs don't 
wear sweaters, even when the East 
Wind blows

As if sensing that the Palm  Springs 
woman is gone, the clouds sk itte r on 
toward Hood B ive r liftin g  the curta in  
on a view we know better than 
any one. Yet it is s till beautiful.

To th in k ,"  says K lock, " th a t they 
pay me to lx* here."

A v is ito r gazes out the windows and 
quotes a line of poetry w ritten  by Ed­
na St. Vincent M illay  ’God's world, 
I cannot hold thee close enough "

Accordim i to Oregon liovcrnor

Legislative changes should create jobs

ShikIv Post letter policy
le tte rs  to the editor should be 

typed, double-spaced and signed An 
address and telephone num ber 
should also lx- provided, although on­
ly the name of the le tte r w rite r and 
the city or area he is from  w ill be 
published

I etter w rite rs  may also wish to in­
clude a title  »r office held if it is ap­
propriate considering the subject 
m atte r of the le tter

The news deadline of noon 1 uesday

is also the deadline for letters to the 
editor

le tte rs  should be accurate, free of 
libelous rem arks and in good taste 
This newspaper attempts to publish 
a ll letters it receive it receives from  
area residents

We reserve the right to edit letters 
to conform to style guidelines or for 
length le tte rs  should be 300 words 
long.
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by G O \ N E II. GOLDSCHMIDT 
Special to The Post

I campaigned fo r Governor on the 
premise that there are steps we can 
take at the state and lix a l levels to 
help create work for Oregonians And 
when I came to Salem in January , 1 
said that by the end of this legislative 
session we would have in place the 
tools that w ill allow state govern­
ment to produce results

The Legislature responded by ap­
proving a m ajor reorganization of 
the Economic Development D epart­
ment EDD ) and by appropriating 
funds for regional economic develop­
ment strategies and tourism  promo­
tion The two are closely related

P rior to this session, Oregon’s 
spending on tourism  activ ities rank­
ed 42nd in the nation But w ith $2 
m illion  in lottery funds and $2.5 
m illion  in general funds allocated to 
tourism  prom otion, our national 
ranking has risen to 31st not great.

B< »bents

but a definite improvement
P oten tia lly , our ranking could 

c lim b  much higher The leg is la tu re  
has allocated $25 m illion  for regional 
strategies, which should a ll be in 
place or under development in every 
region of Dregon w ith in  24 months

Using the resources of the EDD 
and other agencies, the state of 
Oregon w ill help each region plan 
and execute a strategy to capitalize 
on ils  economic assets, to expand 
jobs, and put more money in the 
pockets of Oregonians

And about 50 percent of the 
regional strategies are looking at 
tourism

Eor example, the northwest coun­
ties of Oregon and the Portland 
m etropolitan area are examining a 
tourism  strategy linked to the ( iregon 
Convention Center And the Central 
Oregon region consisting of Crook, 
Deschutes and Jefferson counties is 
emphasizing destination resorts, ski­
ing, camping, boating and sightsee-

ing These strategies are mutually 
beneficial, with one region's success 
reinforcing another

The New York limes 
published nil urtiele 
w ith the hetidline, 
‘()reii<minus Sell Fruits 
of nn Aiirieulturul 
Eden.’

When tourism  is booming in Cen­
tra l Oregon, the benefits sp ill over to 
the coast, to southern Oregon and to 
Portland And of the Oregon Conven­
tion Center's expected 100,000 annual 
visitors, at least 10 percent are ex­
pected to stay and experience Oregon 

ra fting  the Bogue B iver, deep sea 
fishing, skiing, or touring the wine
country.

There was a tim e when Oregon was 
the best kept secret in the country 
But now the w oril is out Oregon is a 
great place to visit

The W ashington Post Sunday 
Travel Section recently ran a special 
feature on Oregon Post w rite rs 
d rove  down the coast, tou red  
Portland, climbed mountains and 
traveled the length of the Gorge 
They came back w ith some of the 
most evocative prose 1 have ever 
read, describing the variety of ex­
periences to lx- found in this state

And just th is month the New York 
Tunes published an a rtic le  w ith the 
headline, "Oregonians Sell E ru its of 
an A g ricu ltu ra l E den." It extolls the 
virtues of Oregon's specialty foods 
industry, and claims that this is a 
state that embraces hospitality as a 
way of life

With testim onials like these, it's  no 
wonder that when we look to the 
future of tourism  in Oregon, we like 
what we see.
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